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John E. Henry “Harry” Barrett (Mono) #237647 
Gail H Researching 

 

PERSONNEL FILE DOWNLOADED (30 PAGES, ANCESTRY.CA) 
 

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/mono-township-community-

centre-and-memorial-hall 

Cenotaph: Mono Centre Community Hall Plaque (listed as Mono Mills) 

 

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/dufferin-county-war-memorial 

Cenotaph: Orangeville 

 

Dufferin Remembers: Rank: Private; Service #: 237647; CEF, 204th (Beavers) Battalion; Died 

1918/08/30 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 16-Jan-1919 Page 5, Columns 3-4 

MONO MILLS 

    An event of more than usual interest occurred in the village on Friday evening, Dec. 27th, 

when the people gathered in the hall in connection with the Church of England to welcome 

home Pte. Ernest Jackson, the first of our boys to return from active service at the front.  When 

it became known that he was on his way home and would arrive on the evening train from 

Toronto arrangements were hurriedly made to receive him and on his appearance in the hall he 

was hoisted high on the shoulders of some of his enthusiastic friends and borne to the platform 

amid rousing cheers, when the large gathering was given an opportunity to welcome 

him.  Pte. Jackson was then presented with a short address and a purse of $65.  Short addresses 

and a number of patriotic songs accounted for a pleasant hour, after which lunch was 

served.  During the evening a committee to be known as a "Memorial Committee," was 

appointed to take up the matter of arranging for some suitable memorial for the boys who have 

fallen during the war.  It may be remembered that Pte. Jackson was reported in the casualty 

lists some time ago as being seriously injured during the big advance on the Somme. 

    A memorial service will be held in Mitchell's Methodist church on Sunday evening, Jan. 12th, 

to commemorate the death of Pte. Harry Barrett, who has died of wounds in an English 

hospital since the armistice was signed.  Pte. Barrett was well known here and enlisted with the 

164th Battalion. 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 16-Jan-1919 Page 6, Column 3 

MONO MILLS 

    A largely attended memorial service was held on Sunday evening last in Mitchell's church, 

Mono, for Pte. Harry Barrett, who has died of wounds received while fighting at Cambrai on 

October 18th. 

    Trooper Maurice Lee, of the Royal Canadian Dragoons, Toronto, spent Sunday at the home 

of his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Geo. Lee, of Adjala. 

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/mono-township-community-centre-and-memorial-hall
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/mono-township-community-centre-and-memorial-hall
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/dufferin-county-war-memorial
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Obituary Index: BARRETT, Harry - Orangeville Banner; 1919-01-16 P5, C4 
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Frederick Robert Berry (Amaranth) #114792 
Mary M Researching 

 

PERSONNEL FILE DOWNLOADED (36 PAGES, ANCESTRY.CA) 
 

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canadian-virtual-war-

memorial/detail/1565227 

Cenotaph: Grand Valley 

Rank: Private 

Born: April 23, 1894 

Died: October 1, 1916 

Cemetery: Vimy Memorial in Pas de Calais, France 

Service #: 114792 

Age: 22 

Force: Army 

Unit: 1st Canadian Mounted Rifles (Saskatchewan Regt.) 

Son of the late S. M. Robert Berry (Indian Army). Commemorated on Page 53 of the First 

World War Book of Remembrance. 

 

Dufferin Remembers: Includes CMR, 1st Battalion; CEF, 9th Bn.; 36th Peel; Date of Death as 

1916/05/10 

 

 

  

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canadian-virtual-war-memorial/detail/1565227
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canadian-virtual-war-memorial/detail/1565227
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Thomas “Samuel” Brooks (Amaranth) #57590 

Mary M Researching 

 

PERSONNEL FILE DOWNLOADED (36 PAGES, ANCESTRY.CA) 
 

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/town-caledon-cenotaph 

Cenotaph: Town of Caledon 

 

Dufferin Remembers: Rank: Lance Corporal; Service #57590; Canadian Infantry (Central 

Ontario Regiment), 20th Bn.; Died 1916/09/15 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 04-Mar-1915 Page 7, Column 5 

SPINAL MENINGITIS 

Is Causing Toronto Soldiers Plenty of Work and Worry. 

The following letter is from Private S. Arnott, who is now in training at the Exhibition Grounds 

camp in Toronto. Pte. Arnott spent most of last summer with Mr. Jos. Kendrew, a Mono 

farmer: -- 

Editor of The Banner: 

    Dear Sir. - I am writing a few lines to let you know how we are getting along down here. Well 

we have had a busy time of late trying to check the spread of spinal meningitis. We have been 

doing nothing this last week, but trailing beds and blankets out on the parade grounds and 

disinfecting the barracks. Of course it is needless to say that we are tired of Toronto and like the 

first contingent we are anxious to move, which we hope to do before long. Well, if you 

remember, some ten men left Orangeville on Oct. 27th and sorry to say there are only four left. 

They are Sergt. Snooks, S. Arnott, S. Brooks and F. V. Tucker.  I am just writing to ask you to 

send me one copy of The Orangeville Banner for which you will find the price enclosed. It 

seems that in spite of the fine time we are having I am not at home until I read it. I am sorry I 

never thought of this plan before, but I am afraid it is too late now, for we think the day is near 

when we will have to move. Well it is getting late now so will have to close. 

    Perhaps I will write again if we are not gone soon. 

                    Yours Respectfully, 

                                  S. ARNOTT.  

 

Orangeville Banner dated 13-Jul-1916 Page 6, Column 1 

Letters From the Front 

----- 

    Mr. and Mrs. W. H. White, and their son, Thos. N., of Toronto have received the following 

letters, relative to the death of the late Harry White. 

432049 - White, H. E. 

                    Flanders, May 21, 1916. 

 Dear Madam. -- It is with the deepest regret that I write to inform you that your son was killed 

on the 1st inst. in a heavy bombardment of our trenches and has been buried with some of his 

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/town-caledon-cenotaph
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comrades in the cemetery near our trenches.  This will be a heavy blow to you and his loss is 

keenly felt by his many friends and officers whose sympathies are with you in your troubles; he 

had been with us so long that we all knew him personally and his place cannot easily be filled, 

he was always cheerful and ready for any duties for which he was detailed, carrying them out in 

a thoroughly honorable and soldierly manner and in front of the enemy under the most trying 

circumstances always behaved like a true soldier.  It seems hard that his life should have ended 

so soon in this tremendous struggle and I feel that time and the knowledge that he gave his life 

for his country and those he loved, recognizing both his duty and his privilege alone will soften 

the blow. 

                    Yours in sincerest sympathy, 

                                GEO. Z. PINDER. 

                                    Captain. 

                                ---------------------- 

                    Somewhere in France, 

                    C. Co. 49th Canadian B.E.F. 

                                June 16th, 1916. 

  Dear Mr. White. - In answer to your letter of May 17th asking for particulars regarding the 

death of your brother, I regret to say that he was killed during a heavy bombardment on May 

1st. 

    A section of the parapet was blown in and he with several of his companions in No. 12 

platoon were killed. After the bombardment was over his body was found half buried in the 

badly smashed trench. There was no doubt that his death was instantaneous. It will comfort you 

to know that your brother was a brave boy and a general favorite with both the officers and men 

of his company, and his death was deeply regretted by all.  His body was given a proper 

burial.  With deep sympathy for you and your family over your loss, 

                            I am yours sincerely, 

                        A. W. OWEN, Lieut. 

49th Canadian B.E.F.        

                                ---------------------- 

    The following letter was received by Miss Beatrice Emack, of this town, on July 9th: 

                                Belgium, June 25, 1916. 

My Dear Friend. 

    I have not heard from you in a long time. I am well, but we are having some hard fighting at 

present and it is very hot. I guess you will have seen in the papers what we are doing out here. I 

have been in the trenches nine months now, but hope to be back in Canada in another nine or 

before. It is raining and the trenches are very wet and muddy but we should not worry, we are 

quite used to that now.  The Germans are shelling us now, but as I am a mail and message 

carrier I have to go through shot and shell, I must deliver a message now and will finish this 

when I come back. 

                                            June 26. 

    While delivering the message I received a slight wound in the shoulder and may have to go to 

the hospital for a few days. I am not discouraged though as I think I will soon be able to get 
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back to the firing line. The Russians are doing fine work now and the Germans are being sent 

from here to the eastern front, leaving the western front weak, so we are giving them something 

to do lately. I am not allowed to tell too much, but I am taking a chance.  All letters are opened 

at this base and censored before leaving. I must close now.  Good Bye. 

                                SAMUEL BROOKS 

                                    20th Battalion. 

                                ---------------------- 

    The following letters from Pte. F. E. Robinson, of "E" Company, 36th Reserve Battalion, 

Canadian Expeditionary force, West Sandling Camp, Hythe, Kent, England, and dated June 

26th has just to come to hand: 

Editor of the Banner. 

    Sir. -- Being on the list and likely proceeding overseas again tomorrow I though I would 

write you a sort of a farewell letter. I am in the best of health at present and hope this finds you 

the same.  Lieut.-Col. Ballantyne who belongs to the 76th Battalion and who was my Major in 

the 4th, was telling me that he was up around Orangeville before he left with the regiment.  He 

was surprised to know that I come from there and told me the town was pretty quiet and also 

that Dods' were making munitions. 

    Well sir I don't think myself that we are so far off the end of the game as a majority think, for 

I see by tonight's papers that the enemies allies are getting hard pressed on all sides and that we 

are liable to take an allied offensive at any time now. 

    I do not know what luck I will have in the trenches this time, and what's more, I don't care. I 

am going out with a good stout heart and Fritz and Hans will know all about it too because I am 

going in to be an operator on a trench mortar if all goes well and very likely when I start on that 

game I'll get right after Fritz's sauerkraut and sausages. 

    I have been through a very rigid course of training this week on bayonet fighting and 

musketry, the week before on trench digging, and construction and construction of gun 

emplacements and barbed wire entanglements. 

    Two weeks ago I was on a bombing course and the week before that on open field and trench 

tactics. 

    Well, Mr. Editor, don't worry if we sometimes get a big reverse. We are getting right after 

little Willie's and the wearies and the fatties, and don't you ever forget it.  Fritz bites more than 

he can digest sometimes, and another thing I might tell you is that the day is coming when that 

song entitled, "When we wound up the watch on the Rhine" will have a significant meaning and 

impression attached to it. As I will likely be writing you from the trenches I will bring this letter 

to a close.  I would like a slip from the editorial on my letter if you would send it along with this 

one which I hope is good enough for publication in the Orangeville Banner.  Good Bye. I 

remain yours truly, 

                            F. E. ROBINSON 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 20-Jul-1916 Page 3, Column 2 

TOM BROOKS WOUNDED 

    Pte. Thomas S. Brooks, formerly an Orangeville man, is reported among the wounded 
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Canadian soldiers. Brooks was living in Alton when the war broke out. He had some military 

experience in the 36th Peel Regiment and enlisted with a Toronto Battalion in the second 

contingent.  He had been in the trenches for upwards of eight months when he was wounded. 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 11-Jan-1917 Page 6, Column 4 

KILLED IN ACTION 

    Pte. S. T. Brooks, a former Orangeville man who was reported missing some time ago 

appears to have been killed in action last September. Orangeville friends have been making 

enquiries and a short time ago their efforts were rewarded by the receipt of the following letter 

from the Canadian Record Office: "In reply to your enquiry of the 21st ult. regarding the 

marginally names soldier (Pte. S. T. Brooks, No. 57590, 20th Battalion) I regret exceedingly to 

inform you that according to my records he was reported from the base "killed in action" on the 

15th September 1916. 

    Yours faithfully, 

        J. C. SEYBOLT.    

 

Orangeville Banner dated 25-Jan-1917 Page 3, Column 3 

BATTALION AUXILIARY'S MESSAGE 

    The Ladies' War Auxiliary of Orangeville sent the following telegram to the 164th Battalion 

in connection with the presentation of colors at Hamilton last Friday. 

To Lieut.-Col. Domville. 

    Officers and Men of the 164th Battalion: 

  May the colors with which you are this day presented remind you all of the noble deeds of 

your ancestors. Fighting beneath their folds may you as you go forward to fight for liberty and 

freedom, emulate the example of our forefathers.  The sympathy, the love and the tenderest 

thoughts follow you to the field of battle, from the Ladies' War Auxiliary of Orangeville. 

        Mrs. Fisher, President 

        Miss R. McGillivray, Sec. 

    In reply to their message the Auxiliary received the following telegram from Col. Domville. 

                    Hamilton, Jan. 19, 1917 

Mrs. Fisher, President the Ladies' War Auxiliary: 

                    Orangeville, Ontario 

    Will you kindly convey to the ladies of the War Auxiliary the sincere thanks of the Officers 

and Non-Commissioned Officers and men of the 164th Battalion for their kind, stimulating 

message.  we are encouraged by your sympathy and strengthened for our task by your hearty 

support.  

                    Percy Domville. 

    Mrs. D. Macpherson was the representative of the Auxiliary at the presentation of the 

colors.            

OUR SOLDIERS CLUB 

    Our Soldiers Club has received acknowledgment of Christmas parcels from the following 

overseas men: Ross Macpherson, J. Menary, A. Firth, R. B. Endacott, A. E. Fleming, 
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S. Arnott (for Sam Brooks killed in action), R. B. McGuire, Cecil Statia, Dr. Carson, 

Ross Corbitt, D. A. Cameron, Geo. Cheney, H. Wade, J. Dawson, Stuart Porter, 

Laddie Stevenson, J. M. Murray, Lindsay Morrison, J. E. Jenkins, Orton Walker, H. 

E. Firth, Frank Jackson, W. N. Lackey, Earl Stevenson, Lester Arnott, Fred Lewis, 

Captain Preston. 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 01-Feb-1917 Page 2, Column 3 

MILITARY NOTES 

--SOMEONE will call on EVERYONE for donations to buy wool to knit socks for our boys 

who are going overseas.  Bachelors and widowers called on first. 

    Pte. Stanley and Pte. Leslie Martin wish to thank the members of the Camilla Ladies' Aid for 

their splendid Christmas gifts. The parcels reached them in good condition and the contents 

were much appreciated, especially the cake. 

    The 164th Battalion has eight newly qualified sergeants. -- D. E. Rowan, S. R. Baker, N. 

S. Marshall, H. Bowes, S. H. Perry, L. R. McCabe, W. Anderson and J. W. Houghton and 

the following corporals, S. B.  Lomas, J. E. Eastwood, C. H. King, C. W. King and 

W. Pilgrim. 

    Word has come to his relatives here that Garnet Jackson, youngest son of the late 

Robert Jackson, of Cardwell, reached the trenches in France during the first week in 

January.  Jackson, who formerly lived in Orangeville, went overseas with the 166th (Queen's 

Own) Battalion. 

    Harry Lewis, a son of Mrs. Lewis, Third Avenue, was recently specially mentioned in 

despatches by General Haig, for bravery in bringing up the guns during action.  Lewis, who is a 

Bombardier with the Royal Canadian Horse Artillery, is a son of the late Dr. F. W. Lewis and 

comes of good fighting stock. 

    Clifford and William Henderson, sons of Mayor Henderson, have written asking all persons 

and societies who so kindly remembered them during the Christmas season by sending parcels 

to accept their heartiest thanks for their kindness.  Some of the parcels they have already 

acknowledged by letter; others have not yet received and in one or two cases there was not any 

name enclosed.  For all they are equally and truly grateful. 

    Miss Clara Hulse, Corresponding Secretary of Lord Dufferin Chapter, I.O.D.E. has received 

acknowledgment of Xmas boxes sent overseas as follows: Frank Kilpatrick, B. Reynolds, 

Jack Aiken, Harry Lewis, Orton Walker, S. Arnott (for Sam Brooks killed in action), 

Bert Booth, Clifford Henderson, Hutch Keith, Capt. Fremlin, W. W. Lackey, Earl Stevenson, 

Ross Macpherson, Frank Jackson, Lindsay Morrison, Chester Bowers, R. Dobson, 

Lloyd Patterson and J. A. Menary. 

    His friends here will be glad to learn that Capt. G. M. Endacott, son of sheriff and Mrs. 

H. Endacott has recovered his wonted health and is now in command of 1100 wounded men at 

St. Leonard's-on-the-Sea.  Pte. Douglas Macpherson, of Orangeville, Lieutenant 

R. Richardson of Guelph and Lieut. Balfour, of Regina, are in his camp preparing to go back 

to France. When his brother Ralph visited Capt. Endacott at Christmas time there were five 

former Orangevillians there on the same day. 
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Orangeville Banner dated 21-Nov-1918 Page 3, Column 3 

Our Soldiers' Club.    

    Our Soldiers' Club publish (by request) a list of the soldiers they have supplied with socks 

and other comforts since the club was formed in 1915.  Some of our soldiers have made the 

supreme sacrifice, some lie wounded in hospitals overseas a few have returned unfit for further 

service, and a small number have been honorably discharged. The list is as follows: Gun. J. 

M. Aiken, Driver L. Arnott, Pte. B. Booth, Lance Corp. Chester Bowers, Corp. 

Barclay Brown, Pte. Charlie Brown, Pte. Sam Brooks, Sig. Elmer Bradley, Gun. 

James Bradley, Shoeingsmith W. Banks, Pte. Ross Corbett, Pte. Randolph Corbet, Pte. 

George Cheney, Trooper Jim Collins, Quarter Master Sgt. Albert Clark Pte. C. W. Connop, 

Pte. Leonard Cavers, Gun. D. A. Cameron, Capt. T. A. Carson, Sgt. T. J. Dawson, Pte. R. 

S. Dobson, Pte. W. W. Dahl, Capt. G. Endacott, Sergt.-Major D. Endacott, Driver 

Ralph Endacott, Capt. A. Firth, Gun. H. Firth, Pte. A. Fisher, Driver A. E. Fleming, Sapper P. 

H. Fleming, Lt. Garfield Gordon, Pte. Fred Gillespie, Pte. D. V. Gillespie, Lt. 

Clifford Henderson, Pte. W. Henderson, Pte. Jas. Hunter, Pte. W. Hunter, Pte. J. Harmon, 

Pte. G. Hayes, Pte. Arnold Jackson, Gun. F. Jackson, Sapper J. E. Jenkins, Sergt. W. 

J. Jeffers, Pte. R. J. Jeffers, Pte. E. H. Gordon, Pte. F. Kilpatrick, Pte. Harold Kilpatrick, Pte. 

Frank Kilpatrick, Gun. Hutch Keith, Pte. T. Kellie, Lt. R. King, Sapper W. Lackey, Gun. H. 

E. Laverty, Corp. J. M. Leighton, Gun. J. P. Leighton, 2nd Lt. W. A. Lewis, Lt F. R. Lewis, 

Gun. Harry Lewis, Lt. Harry McGuire, Lt. R. B. McGuire, Pte. W. H. McGuire, Gun. 

Lindsay Morrison, Driver C. Morrison, Lt. D. W. Macpherson, Sgt. Don. Macpherson, Capt. 

J. Ross Macpherson, Trooper J. A. Menary, Pte. W. Montgomery, Sapper J. M. Murray, Pte. 

Guy Martin, Pte. E. Nodwell, Lt.-Col. J. A. V. Preston, Capt. J. F. Preston, Pte. F. 

J. Patterson, Gun. Lloyd Patterson, Gun. S. Porter, Pte. W. Stinson, Corp. Harold Statia, 

Sqd. Qr. Master Sergt. Cecil Statia, Gun. Earl Stevenson, Gun. Laddie Stevenson, Pte. 

Fred Tilt, Pte. John Thompson, Gun. F. H. Wilcox, Pte. Howard White, Pte. Harry White, Pte. 

I. Winterton, Pte. Bert Wheelock, Gun O. I. Walker, Pte. Fred Wade, Pte. H. Wisdom. 

    Parcels were sent for Xmas to the sixty men who still remain overseas.  Each soldier will 

receive 1 pair of socks, a box of chocolates and chocolate bars.  The Club wish to thank 

Mayor Henderson, Mrs. (Judge) Fisher, Mrs. Bowers, Mrs. J. Mills for cash donations, and 

Miss Mae Harmon for chocolate bars. 

 

Obituary Index: BROOKS, S. T. - Orangeville Banner; 1917-01-11 P6, C4 
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Lewis “Stanley” Brown (Amaranth) #3310477 

Mary M Researching 

 

PERSONNEL FILE DOWNLOADED (30 PAGES, ANCESTRY.CA) 
 

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canadian-virtual-war-

memorial/detail/566625 

Cenotaph: Grand Valley 

Rank: Private 

Born: October 14, 1897 

Died: October 1, 1918 

Cemetery: Sancourt British Cemetery in Nord, France 

Grave Reference #: I.D.17. 

Service #: 3310477 

Age: 20 

Force: Army 

Unit: Canadian Machine Gun Corps 

Division: 1st Bn. 

Commemorated on Page 375 of the First World War Book of Remembrance. 

 

Dufferin Remembers: 2nd Central Ontario Regiment, 2nd Depot Bn; Canadian Machine Gun 

Corps, 1st Bn.  

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/dufferin-county-war-memorial 

Cenotaph: Orangeville 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 26-Sep-1918 Page 7, Column 2 

------------------------------------------------------------ 

L. M'CABE IN FRANCE. 

    Sergt. Instructor Leonard McCabe, son of Mr. and Mrs. Arch. McCabe of Laurel, was in a 

reinforcement depot in France when his parents last heard of him.  McCabe, who enlisted in the 

164th, was retained in Canada as an instructor when his battalion went overseas.  He went to 

England with an instructors' corps last February and with his comrade and chum, Austin Duffy, 

of Grand Valley, took an advanced course in instruction in the Old Land.  Desirous of getting to 

the front, the two young officers reduced to the rank of privates and were finally allowed to go 

to France with a machine gun section.  It is worthy of note that both men were given their good 

conduct badges some time ago.  This badge indicates that the holder has been in the army two 

years without having a charge of any kind laid against him.  In a letter home some time 

ago McCabe stated that he had visited London on leave in company with Stanley Brown, 

another Amaranth boy.  The two young men had the good fortune to see the King and Queen 

pass in state on two occasions. 

 

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canadian-virtual-war-memorial/detail/566625
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canadian-virtual-war-memorial/detail/566625
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/dufferin-county-war-memorial
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Orangeville Banner dated 24-Oct-1918 Page 2, Column 4 

 

PTE. STANLEY BROWN. 

    

    Mr. and Mrs. S. J. Brown, of Amaranth, received the sad news last Friday that their youngest 

son, Pte. Stanley Brown, had been killed in action on Oct. 1st.  The young man was living in 

Hamilton, where he held a position with the manufacturing firm of Proctor & Gamble, when he 

enlisted in the 2nd C. O. R., early in January of the present year.  He trained in Brantford until 

the end of February when he left for overseas.  He went to France with a machine gun section 

about August 1st and had therefore only been at the front a couple of months when he met 

death.  His home folk heard from him regularly and in his last letter he stated that he had just 

been in action for the first time.  He was 22 years of age and was a strong, active young chap, 

who looked every inch a soldier.  He is survived by his mother, four brothers, William and 

George Brown, East Garafraxa; John S. Brown, Pilot Mound, Man., and Jas. Brown, on the 

home farm, and three sisters, Mrs. Thos. Bryan, Mrs. W. S. Golden and Miss Mary Brown, all 

of Amaranth. 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 31-Oct-1918 Page 6, Column 7 

DISTRICT CASUALTIES. 

            INFANTRY. 

        Killed in Action. 

T. Bradley, Markdale. 

        Died of Wounds. 

W. Jackson, Cataract. 

        Wounded. 

F. Brohman, Elora. 

Corp. K. Jaffray, Bolton. 

C. Allen, Mount Forest. 

D. McCauley, Dundalk. 

P. McTavish, Arthur. 

E. Kleist, Markdale. 

R. E. Wood, Bolton. 

J. Latimer, Alliston. 

D. Tomlinson, Rosemont. 

        Missing. 

file:///E:/2022-08%20Backup/Documents/Jan%20Old%20Computer/My%20Webs/OntarioObits/genealogy/dufferin/WWIimages/19181024_BROWN.JPG
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D. A. Barber, Mount Forest. 

        Prisoner of War. 

H. F. McKechnie, Markdale. 

        Ill. 

P. McGarvey, Orangeville. 

            ARTILLERY 

        Died. 

L. Lundy, Brampton. 

        Wounded. 

J. Palmer, Alton. 

            MACHINE GUNS. 

        Killed in Action. 

S. L. Brown, Laurel. 

R. D. Clifton, Bolton. 

J. Webster, Mount Forest. 

        Wounded. 

G. A. Sime, Grand Valley. 

W. Hasen, Elora. 

            RAILWAY TROOPS 

        Wounded. 

A. Grainger, Honeywood. 

            MOUNTED RIFLES. 

        Wounded 

C. E. Scarrow, Creemore. 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 02-Oct-1919 Page 7, Column 5 

IN MEMORIAM 

    In proud and loving memory of Pte. Lewis Stanley Brown, 3310477, C.M.G.C., beloved son 

of Mrs. S. J. Brown, of Laurel, killed in action near Cambrai on Oct. 1st, 1918. 

        Mother, Sisters and Brothers. 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 30-Sep-1920 Page 6, Column 4 

  IN MEMORIAM - In proud and loving memory of Pte. Lewis Stanley Brown, beloved son 

of Mrs. S. J. and the late S. J. Brown, of Farmington, killed at Cambrai on October 1st, 1918. 

 

Obituary Index: BROWN, Stanley - Orangeville Banner; 1918-10-24 P2, C4 

 

Orangeville Sun dated October 24, 1918 

DISTRICT CASUALTIES 

Killed In Action 

   Orangeville – Earl Hewson, Finley McGillvray 

   Grand Valley – Frank Eades 
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   Laurel – Stanley Brown 

Wounded 

   Orangeville – P. McGarvey 

   Shelburne – Ernest L. Wisdom 

   Honeywood – Thomas Flear, Abe Grainger, George Larwood 

   Laurel – Joe M. Gordon, Leonard McCabe 

   Grand Valley – Austin Duffy 

   Dundalk – W. J. Mills 

 

 

https://dufferinmuseum.catalogaccess.com/archives/35100  

Album, Dufferin County Enlistments, WWI, 1914 – 1918 

Catalogue Number: AR-2092-994 

Book of enlistment records compiled by Lord Dufferin Chapter I.O.D.E (IODE) Orangeville, 

recording enlistments of men from Dufferin County in World War 1, many include photographs. 

Service record of each person includes, name, address, age, birthplace, physical attributes, 

religion, when/where enlisted, marital status, service No., rank and unit, allowance from 

patriotic fund, next of kin, date and place of marriage, military experience previous to 

enlistment, history after enlistment, date of death or discharge. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://dufferinmuseum.catalogaccess.com/archives/35100
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George “Chester” Crozier (Mono) #153518 
Gail H Researching 

 

PERSONNEL FILE – CANNOT FIND EASILY ON ANCESTRY.CA 
 

 

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/mono-township-community-

centre-and-memorial-hall 

Cenotaph: Mono Centre Community Hall Plaque (Listed as Mono Mills) 

 

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/mono-mills-cenotaph 

Cenotaph: Mono Mills 

 

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/dufferin-county-war-memorial 

Cenotaph: Orangeville 

 

Dufferin Remembers: Rank: Cadet; Service #: 153518; Royal Flying Corps; Died 1918/07/02 

  

Orangeville Banner dated 13-Dec-1917 Page 10, Column 2 

BLOUNT 

    We understand that Mr. Chester Crozier left for Toronto in the early part of the week to 

continue his application for admittance into the Royal Flying Corps. 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 27-Dec-1917 Page 6, Column 4 

MONO MILLS 

    Mr. Chester Crozier, who recently joined the Royal Flying Corps, is home for Christmas and 

a number of his young friends took advantage of the occasion to meet together at his home on 

Monday evening to present him with an address and a wrist watch as a token of remembrance. 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 04-Jul-1918 Page 6, Column 3 

KILLED WHILE FLYING. 

Cadet Chester Crozier Lost His Life While Attempting Spinning Nose Dive. 

    Cadet Chester Crozier, older son of Mr. and Mrs. Geo. Crozier, of Mono Mills, was 

instantly killed at Camp Borden about eleven o'clock on Tuesday forenoon.  Definite particulars 

of the fatality were not obtainable when The Banner went to press.  We understand, however, 

that the young man, who had been solo flying for the last two weeks, was attempting to make a 

spinning nose dive, when something went wrong with his machine causing it to get out of 

control and crash to the earth.  Death was instantaneous.  Word of the sad occurrence was 

telephoned to Dr. Harper, of Alliston, who made arrangements for an inquest, which was 

opened in Alliston yesterday.  The coroner also notified the parents of the young cadet.  Friends 

of Mrs. Crozier near Alliston took charge of the funeral arrangements, which are entrusted to 

an Alliston undertaker.  The remains were brought home from Alliston yesterday and the funeral 

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/mono-township-community-centre-and-memorial-hall
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/mono-township-community-centre-and-memorial-hall
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/mono-mills-cenotaph
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/dufferin-county-war-memorial
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will be held this (Thursday) afternoon. 

    Crozier, who was 19 years of age, joined the Royal Flying Corps, now the Royal Air Force, 

last autumn.  He spent the winter training in Toronto and went to Camp Borden about six weeks 

ago.  He attended High School in Orangeville for eighteen months or so and is well-known in 

town.  He was a very fine young man, clean living and straightforward, and his life and 

attainments gave promise of a useful and successful career had he been spared.  He is survived 

by his parents, a sister, Elizabeth, who has been at High School here, and a brother, Hugh, a lad 

of eight years.   Mrs. (Dr.) W. J. Price, Zina street, is an aunt of the young man. Profound 

sympathy is felt for the sorely bereaved parents and family. 

------------------------------------------------------------ 

"JIM" CARSON FATALLY WOUNDED 

    While home from Niagara visiting his family over the week-end, Dr. Carson received a 

message conveying the depressing news that his youngest brother, Lieut. James H. Carson had 

been dangerously wounded.  The message read: 

    "Sincerely regret inform you Lieut. James Henry Carson, infantry, officially reported 

dangerously wounded, 42 Casualty Clearing Station, June 25, 1918." 

    "Jim," as his friends called him, went overseas with the 175th Batt., in September, 1916 and 

crossed to France in February, 1917.  In the early summer of 1917 he contracted typhoid at 

Vimy Ridge and was in England until last December, when he returned to France with the 31st 

Batt.  When he first went to England he had the rank of Captain, but reverted to that of private 

to go to the front.  His subsequent promotions were won on the field.  He lived at Whitla, Alta., 

before enlisting.  Another brother, Dr. Geo. M. Carson, is also in France as Medical Officer 

with an Artillery Battery. 

    Since writing the above we learn that a second message has arrived bringing the sad 

intelligence that Lieut. Carson died of his wounds on July 1st.  The Banner joins in extending 

sympathy to Dr. Carson and the other relatives.  Lieut. Carson was born in Mono township in 

the same neighborhood as Chester Crozier, whose accidental death at Camp Borden is reported 

elsewhere in this issue. 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 11-Jul-1918 Page 2, Column 2 

 
CHESTER CROZIER 

    Who was accidentally killed while making a flight at Camp Borden on Tuesday, July 

2nd.  The young aviator was the older son of Mr. and Mrs. Geo. Crozier, 6th line, east, 

file:///E:/2022-08%20Backup/Documents/Jan%20Old%20Computer/My%20Webs/OntarioObits/genealogy/dufferin/WWIimages/19180711_CROZIER.JPG
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Mono.  Mrs. Henderson, wife of Mayor Henderson, and Mrs. (Dr.) W. J. Price, of this town, 

and Mrs. S. Reany, of Beeton are aunts and Mr. John Crozier, of Mono is an uncle. 

 

------------------------------------------------------------ 

FUNERAL OF LATE CHESTER CROZIER 

WHOLE COUNTRYSIDE GATHERED TO PAY LAST TRIBUTE OF RESPECT. 

Ministers of Three Denominations Join in Impressive Service at the Stricken Home 

    Possibly never in the history of this community has such a large crowd of people attended a 

funeral service as was gathered at the Crozier Homestead, 6th line, east, Mono, last Thursday 

afternoon, to pay their last tribute of respect to Chester Crozier, who gave his life in the cause 

of liberty and mankind.  Standing amid that large assembly one became conscious of the steady 

stream of sympathy flowing toward the bereaved and sad stricken parents.  How near the 

bloody fields of Flanders seemed, the cock-pit of Europe, the battle ground of the ages, where 

proud usurpers have been laid low and where once again the sacred rights of mankind are being 

defended, our cherished heritage preserved by the heroic sons of noble sires. 

    At 2.30 p.m. the service began, conducted by Rev. C.  H. Quaife, who has been pastor of the 

Crozier family for the past four years.  Soft and low from many lips rose the strain of the old 

comforting hymn, "Abide with me, fast falls the eventide," and a thousand hearts that beat as 

one felt the majesty of God's grace as they sang 

"When other helpers fall, and comforts flee, 

Help of the helpless, O abide with me!" 

    Prayer having been offered by Rev. C. Laycock, who succeeds Rev. Mr. Quaife on the Mono 

Mills circuit, Rev. E. R. Young, of Orangeville, read the scripture lesson, prefaced by the age-

long words, "Man that is born of a woman is of a few days and full of trouble."  The brevity of 

human life is manifest as the concourse sang "Brief life is here our portion. Brief sorrow, short-

lived care," and the glory of life was apparent as we listened to the splendid testimony on behalf 

of the young aviator given by his pastor.  The sermon on the words "Greater love hath no man 

than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends," was worthy of the occasion and carried 

conviction to all hearts that we are debtors to those who have so nobly laid down their lives in 

the sacred cause of liberty and democracy. 

    Rev. Hugh Crozier, of Guelph, grand uncle of the departed, whose hair s white and silvery 

with the years and his mind mellowed in the school of experience, spoke words of counsel as 

only an old veteran of life can, and which if applied to daily conduct will enrich and beautify 

the lives of all who may endeavor to practice what this old Divine so finely proclaimed.  Rev. 

W. M. Morris, pastor of St. Andrew's, Orangeville, offered up a brief and feeling prayer and 

Rev. A. C. McCollum, rector of Mono East parish, closed the service with benediction. 

    After the prayer by Mr. Morris the choir sang one of the deceased's favorite hymns, entitled, 

"In the Garden" from the Billy Sunday hymn book.  Another favorite which the choir sang in 

expressive manner was "We shall sleep, but not forever." 

    It was a fitting conclusion to an impressive service that the body of the young soldier should 

be borne to the grave by six of his comrades from the 88th Squadron of the Royal Air 

Force.  These were Cadets J. Copeland, J. W. and a. V. Weir, H. C. Dobbin, J. Dixon and W. 
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R. Usher, the party being in charge of Lieut. Scramlin, the young man's instructor, whose 

testimony was that Crozier was one of the very bet men he had ever had under him -- bright, 

intelligent, active and keenly alert. 

    The casket was preceded by a rare display of floral tributes, expressive tokens of the sorrow 

and sympathy of friends of the family.  These were carried by eleven members of Mono Mills 

Orange Lodge and included: A broken column, the family; wreath of sweet peas, Mr. 

John Crozier and family; spray, Mrs. McKam and Mrs. Magavern, Buffalo; broken wheel, 

Mrs. Henderson and Mrs. Price, Orangeville; wreath of roses and carnations, Mr. John Drennan 

and family; spray, Mrs. Clark Duff and Miss Jessie McLean; double wings, R. A. F. emblem, 

Mrs. (Dr.) Mason and Mr. and Mrs. Lorne Fear; spray of roses and lilies, Mrs. D. M. McLean; 

sheaf of lilies and roses, Misses Jessie and Emma and Mr. Geo. Drennan; broken crescent, Mrs. 

Wellington Darraugh and Mrs. Enoch Snell; sheaf of roses, Miss Olga Guest; spray, Mr. 

Norman Widdett; wreath of lilies and sweet peas, Miss Jennie and Mr. Fred Atkinson; wreath, 

Mr. Chas. Crombie and family; sheaf of roses, Miss Mary Dowling; sheaf of carnations, Mr. 

and Mrs. Wilson Duke; sheaf of roses, Mr. Wesley Duke and family and family; Gates Ajar, Mr. 

and Mrs. W. A. Donaldson; spray, Mr. and Mrs. W. G. Norsworthy; wreath of roses, Boy 

Friends; crescent, Mitchell's church and Sunday School; spray, Ballycroy L.O.L.; floral 

aeroplane, Mono Mills L.O.L, No. 192. 

    The funeral procession, from the stricken home to Mitchell's cemetery, 5th line, Mono, was 

nearly two miles in length.  Besides horse drawn vehicles there were about one hundred and 

fifty autos in line.  The head of the long line had already reached the cemetery when the last rigs 

were leaving the Crozier place.  The church service was followed by the impressive burial ritual 

of the Orange Order read over the open grave by Rev. Bro. T. R. White, of Alton, Deputy 

Master of the Grand Black Chapter of Ontario West; W. Bro. Wilson Duke, County Orange 

Master of Dufferin; W. Bro. T. H. Bullock, of Mono Mills, and Bros. Rev. W. M. Morris and 

Rev. A. H. Howitt, of Orangeville.  Fully two hundred members of the Order were present in 

full regalia. 

    In the graveyard of the church of his parents the body of the young aviator lies at rest, not far 

from the old homestead where first he saw the light of day, awaiting the time when the day shall 

dawn and the shadows flee away.  The sympathy of the entire district goes out to the bereaved 

parents, who have made such a priceless contribution to the great cause of God and man. 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 11-Jul-1918 Page 6, Column 2 

CARD OF THANKS 

    Mr. and Mrs. Geo. Crozier and family desire to express their heartfelt thanks to their 

neighbors and also their friends at a distance for the many expressions and other tokens of 

sympathy in their bereavement through the accidental death of their son and brother, 

Chester.  The kindness and consideration shown them in this trying time will always be 

remembered with gratitude. 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 11-Jul-1918 Page 6, Column 3 

MONO MILLS 
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    A message has been received here by Stork Bros. that their nephew, Mr. Clifford Ellesley, 

was with the medical unit that went down with the Landovery Castle and has not been reported 

among the survivors.  Cliff was well known and had made many friends during his occasional 

visits to the village here.  He leaves a wife and one little son. 

    Words fail to express in even a small measure the feeling of sorrow and sadness that has been 

cast over the whole community by the tragic death of Cadet Chester Crozier, which is reported 

in full in another column of The Banner.  It is another of our finest and most promising young 

lives sacrificed on the altar of the freedom and democracy that means so much to all of us, in 

the struggle against the Prussian tyranny that threatens even yet to overwhelm the whole 

world.  It is surely up to us to "carry on" the work that he has given his life for and fight this 

tyranny to the bitter end. 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 08-Apr-1920 Page 3, Column 3 

MONO MILLS. 

    Last Sunday evening Mitchell's church in Mono was the scene of a well-attended Easter 

memorial service for the Mitchell's boys who made the supreme sacrifice during the war and for 

the other loved ones who have passed away during the year.  The church was beautifully 

decorated with plants and flowers.  Mrs. John Crozier and family placed a plant of East lillies 

on the table before the pulpit in memory of Chester Crozier, R. A. F., who made the supreme 

sacrifice.  Mr. and Mrs. George Crozier placed another plant of lillies in memory of Mr. John 

Crozier and Miss Margueretta Crozier, who recently passed away and Mr. and Mrs. Albert 

Dowling placed a plant of lillies on the table in memory of Mr. William Welwood, who gave his 

life for his country during the great war. The pastor, Rev. A. Laycock, preached an appropriate 

sermon on the certainty of the Life Beyond. The choir, which was assisted by Mrs. (Rev.) A. 

Laycock, Mr. Austin Fagan and Master Edward Dowling, rendered excellent service. Mrs. 

Alfred McEwan, Mrs. William Allen, Mr. John Vance and the pastor sang a suitable 

quartette.  Mrs. John Reid officiated as organist. 

 

CROZIER, Chester - Orangeville Banner; 1918-07-04 P6, C3 

CROZIER, Chester - Orangeville Banner; 1918-07-11 P2, C2-3; P6, C3 

 

https://dufferinmuseum.catalogaccess.com/archives/35100  

Album, Dufferin County Enlistments, WWI, 1914 – 1918 

Catalogue Number: AR-2092-994 

Book of enlistment records compiled by Lord Dufferin Chapter I.O.D.E (IODE) Orangeville, 

recording enlistments of men from Dufferin County in World War 1, many include photographs. 

Service record of each person includes, name, address, age, birthplace, physical attributes, 

religion, when/where enlisted, marital status, service No., rank and unit, allowance from 

patriotic fund, next of kin, date and place of marriage, military experience previous to 

enlistment, history after enlistment, date of death or discharge. 

 

 

https://dufferinmuseum.catalogaccess.com/archives/35100
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Frank Eades (Amaranth) #663459 
Carole B Researching 

 

PERSONNEL FILE DOWNLOADED (43 PAGES, ANCESTRY.CA) 
 

 

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canadian-virtual-war-

memorial/detail/259470 

Cenotaph: Grand Valley 

Rank: Private 

Born: March 10, 1880 

Died: September 27, 1918 

Cemetery: ONTARIO CEMETERY, SAINS-LES-MARQUION in Nord, France 

Grave Ref: I.D.19. 

Service #: 663459 

Age: 38 

Force: Army 

Unit: Canadian Infantry (Eastern Ontario Regiment) 

Division: 2nd Bn. 

Son of Walter and Alethea Eades, of Guildford, England; husband of Gertrude E. Eades (nee 

Kirkham), of 5, Manor Rd., West Ham, London, England. Commemorated on Page 402 of the 

First World War Book of Remembrance. 

 

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/dufferin-county-war-memorial 

Cenotaph: Orangeville 

 

Dufferin Remembers: Rank: Corporal; CEF, 165th Battalion (Halton & Dufferin); CEF, 2nd 

Battalion (Eastern Ontario Regiment) 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 18-Nov-1915, Page 3, Column 4 under the title “Almost $4000. 

Amaranth Subscribed $3954.74 Toward Patriotic and Red Cross Funds. Laurel Division Raised 

Upwards of $1200.” 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 17-Oct-1918 Page 7, Column 2 

DISTRICT CASUALTIES 

            INFANTRY. 

        Killed in Action. 

F. Eades, Grand Valley. 

J. McKinnon, Teeswater 

        Gassed. 

A. L. Duffin, Horning's Mills. 

        Wounded. 

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canadian-virtual-war-memorial/detail/259470
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canadian-virtual-war-memorial/detail/259470
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/dufferin-county-war-memorial
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G. Chaney, Orangeville. 

L.-Cpl. F. Wade, Orangeville. 

E. A. Stuckey, Caledon. 

J. M. Gordon, Laurel. 

J. H. Marriott, Laurel. 

J. Brawley, Grand Valley. 

J. W. Twinman, Shelburne. 

G. Haines, Beeton. 

W. J. Jackson, Cataract. 

D. McDougall, Arthur. 

A. Howes, Arthur. 

Lt. R. W. Nicholson, Mt. Forest. 

C. Williamson, Mt. Forest. 

C. E. Nector, Mt. Forest. 

A. McNally, Markdale. 

S. Rose, Creemore. 

L. Lilly, Brampton. 

A. Pratley, Brampton. 

        Ill. 

H. A. Tudor, Eugenia Falls. 

            MEDICAL SERVICES. 

        Wounded. 

Capt. F. G. Banting, Alliston. 

            ARTILLERY. 

        Wounded. 

W. R. Nesbitt, Fergus. 

R. H. Maveal, Elora. 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 17-Oct-1918 Page 2, Column 1 

FRANK EADES KILLED. 

    Frank Eades, an English laboring man, who formerly worked with Mr. John Bryan and other 

farmers in the neighborhood of Amaranth Station, was killed in action on Sept. 

27th.  Eades enlisted in the Grand Valley company of the 164th and went overseas with that 

battalion.  He was about 30 years of age and leaves a wife and two children.  The widow and 

family have been living with Mr. Hugh Bryan, of Amaranth. 

 

 

EADES, F. - Orangeville Banner; 1918-10-17 P7, C2 

EADES, Frank - Orangeville Banner; 1918-10-17 P2, C1 

 

Orangeville Sun dated October 24, 1918 

DISTRICT CASUALTIES 
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Killed In Action 

   Orangeville – Earl Hewson, Finley McGillvray 

   Grand Valley – Frank Eades 

   Laurel – Stanley Brown 

Wounded 

   Orangeville – P. McGarvey 

   Shelburne – Ernest L. Wisdom 

   Honeywood – Thomas Flear, Abe Grainger, George Larwood 

   Laurel – Joe M. Gordon, Leonard McCabe 

   Grand Valley – Austin Duffy 

   Dundalk – W. J. Mills 

 
 
From: Ralph and Kimberly <ralphandkimberly@gmail.com> 
Date: Sat, Nov 22, 2025 at 11:10 PM 
 

I think Frank Eades and Robert Ernest Ewing were sent over on the same ship - the Carpathia. 
 
Frank Eades 
Born March 10, 1880 in Guildford, Guildford Borough, Surrey, England.  Son of Walter and Alethea 
Eades of Guildford.  Husband of Gertrude E. Kirkham, born London, England.   
Frank enlisted February 24, 1916 in Grand Valley, Ontario at the age of 36.  Frank's Regimental 
number is 663459.  He was a Private in the 2nd Battalion.  His wife went back to London after 
he enlisted.  
Frank was 5' 7 3/4" tall, weighed 150 pounds, with fair complexion, gray eyes and sandy hair.  His 
occupation is listed as Farmer.   
Frank embarked from Canada on April 11, 1917 and arrived in England on April 22.  Appointed 
Corporal.  Transferred to the 164th Battalion.  Transferred back to 2nd.  119th.  125th.  Reverted to 
Private at own request.  France April 5, 1918.  2nd Battalion.  Killed in action September 27, 1918 
(38).  Buried Ontario Cemetery, Sains-Les-Marquion, Nord Pas de Calais, France. 

 

  

mailto:ralphandkimberly@gmail.com
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Robert Ernest Ewing (Amaranth) #663460 
Carole B Researching 

 

PERSONNEL FILE DOWNLOADED (48 PAGES, ANCESTRY.CA) 
 

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canadian-virtual-war-

memorial/detail/4025272 

Cenotaph: Grand Valley 

Rank: Private 

Born: July 23, 1898 

Died: September 5, 1918 

Cemetery: TERLINCTHUN BRITISH CEMETERY in Pas de Calais, France 

Grave Ref: III.B.41. 

Service #: 663460 

Age: 20 

Force: Army 

Unit: Canadian Infantry, Canadian Expeditionary Force 

Division: 116th Bn. 

Son of Alexander and Elizabeth Ewing, of Laurel, Ontario. Enlisted when 17 years of age. 

Commemorated on Page 405 of the First World War Book of Remembrance. 

 

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/dufferin-county-war-memorial 

Cenotaph: Orangeville 

 

Dufferin Remembers: CEF, 164th Battalion (Halton & Dufferin), CEF, 116th Battalion (Ontario 

County) 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 12-Sep-1918 Page 2, Column 1 

DISTRICT CASUALTIES 

            INFANTRY 

        Killed in Action 

K. T. P. Johnson, Chesley. 

        Died of Wounds. 

W. G. Gibson, Cataract. 

        Wounded. 

Lieut. C. Henderson, Orangeville. 

Earl T. Hewson, Orangeville. 

Chas. Henry King, Orangeville. 

A. H. McArthur, Orangeville. 

N. Welwood, Orangeville. 

R. E. Ewing, Laurel. 

G. I. Tomlinson, Rosemont. 

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canadian-virtual-war-memorial/detail/4025272
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canadian-virtual-war-memorial/detail/4025272
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/dufferin-county-war-memorial
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W. T. Cockerill, Shelburne. 

S. Jones, Orton. 

W. H. Conklin, Orton. 

N. L. McKinnon, Orton. 

?. Shortt, Arthur. 

F. J. Magnus, Elora. 

F. J. Magnus, Elora. 

Lieut. C. Carmichael, Creemore. 

Lt. W. J. Houston, Creemore. 

C. F. Morrison, Mount Forest. 

I. J. Campbell, Mt. Forest. 

B. R. Leavens, Bolton. 

F. Ireland, Bolton. 

F. Ireland, Bolton. 

S. H. Harmen, Beeton. 

Lt. H. B. Krug, Chesley. 

O. Wood, Elora. 

D. T. King, Alliston. 

T. H. Bolton, Tottenham. 

C. L. Egan, Kleinburg. 

C. Seabrook, Chastworth. 

        Missing. 

T. A. D. Forster, Brampton. 

        Ill. 

C. W. J. Haddock, Glen Cross. 

            ARTILLERY. 

        Wounded. 

E. Beatty, Hillsburgh. 

            MACHINE GUNS. 

        Wounded. 

E. W. Cowan, Palermo. 

            MOUNTED RIFLES. 

G. H. Nerkley, Melancthon. 

G. E. Cobble, Teeswater. 

T. W. McCulloch, Grand Valley. 

D. J. McArthur, Markdale.    

 

Orangeville Banner dated 19-Sep-1918 Page 2, Column 4 

DIED OF WOUNDS. 

Son of Mrs. Alex. Ewing, of Laurel, Makes Supreme Sacrifice in Great Advance. 

    Word has been received by his family, that Pte. Robt. E. Ewing, youngest son of Mrs. 

Alex. Ewing, of Laurel, reported dangerously wounded on August 30th, has since died of 
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wounds.  Pte. Ewing enlisted in the 164th Battalion in February, 1915, when only 17 years of 

age.  He went overseas with the Battalion in April, 1917, and crossed to France last April with a 

draft for the 116th Battalion.  He was first reported dangerously wounded with gunshot wounds 

in the back and head.  He was admitted to the 14th Military Hospital at Wimereux, France, 

where he died on September 8th.  Pte. Ewing was a stalwart, strongly made young chap, who 

weighed 160 pounds when he enlisted and was about 185 pounds in weight when he went to 

France.  His friends describe him as absolutely fearless and in every way a splendid 

representative of the best of our young Canadian manhood.  He was well thought of in his home 

community and the news of his death caused widespread sorrow.  Profound sympathy is 

extended to the bereaved mother and brothers and sisters.  There are four brothers, William, 

John, George and Oliver, and the sisters, Misses Ella and Lizzie, all of Laurel.  The young 

soldier was a nephew of Mr. Robt. Ewing, ex-reeve of Amaranth.  We understand that a 

memorial service will be held in the Laurel Methodist church on Sunday afternoon, Sept. 29th. 

 

 

------------------------------------------------------------ 

DISTRICT CASUALTIES 

            ROYAL AIR FORCE. 

        Missing. 

Lieut. R. Pattullo, Toronto, formerly of Orangeville. 

            INFANTRY. 

        Killed in Action. 

Lt. C. C. Henderson, Orangeville. 

T. J. Johnston, Horning's Mills. 

A. C. Whitelaw, Fergus. 

C. E. Mason, Brampton. 

W. V. Coward, Kleinburg. 

        Died of Wounds. 

R. E. Ewing, Laurel. 

F. J. Clancy, Markdale.    

        Wounded. 

Pte. Allan Cameron, Orangeville. 

Pte. F. Smith, Orangeville. 

E. Maguire, Grand Valley. 

L. C. Hodgson, Mansfield. 

S. F. Hunter, Horning's Mills. 

G. Yokum, Hornings Mills. 

John Morrison, Elba. 

W. D. Gordon, Mount Forest. 

J. F. Noonan, Mount Forest. 

Corp. F. W. Johnston, Mt. Forest. 

J. Shannon, Mt. Forest. 
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C. F. Steele, Fergus. 

W. R. Buchanan, Flesherton. 

J. L. Freeborn, Markdale. 

Sergt. J. J. Duncan, Dundalk. 

J. M. McKay, Chatsworth. 

B. Bowie, Chesley. 

E. R. Jackson, Teeswater. 

Capt. B. Charlton, Ilderton. 

C. S. Williams, Schomberg. 

J. McCarthy, Brampton. 

A. E. Terry, Brampton. 

H. J. Speirs, Brampton. 

H. J. Giles, Brampton. 

W. D. Norval, Brampton. 

        Gassed. 

N. W. Byard, Orangeville. 

H. Johnston, Alton. 

E. W. Sime, Corbetton.        

            ARTILLERY 

        Gassed. 

Gnr. Verrol Dedrich, Orangeville. 

            FORESTRY CORPS. 

        Died. 

J. A. McCullough, Fergus. 

            MACHINE GUNS. 

        Died of Wounds. 

R. C. Jamieson, Rosemont. 

A. Miller, Elora. 

        Wounded. 

Pte. Auric Aiken, Orangeville. 

J. J. Morrison, Rosemont. 

Sergt. A. L. Downs, Elora. 

        Gassed. 

J. W. Hunter, Brampton.    

            MEDICAL SERVICES. 

        Wounded. 

S. Hamilton, Shelburne. 

            ENGINEERS. 

        Wounded. 

A. T. B. Smart, Charleston. 

            MOUNTED RIFLES. 

        Killed in Action. 
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J. Watt, Alliston. 

        Wounded. 

Pte. Robt. E. Allen, Orangeville. 

 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 03-Oct-1918 Page 2, Column 3 

 
PTE. ROBT. E. EWING 

    Youngest son of Mrs. Alex. Ewing, of Laurel, dangerously wounded in France August 30th 

and afterwards died of wounds. 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 31-Oct-1918 Page 2, Column 7 

CARD OF THANKS 

    Mrs. Alex. Ewing and family desire to return thanks for the widespread sympathy and many 

evidences of sorrow at the bereavement that came to their home recently through the death of 

their son and brother, the late Pte. Robert Ernest Ewing. 

        Laurel, Oct. 22nd, 1918. 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 02-Sep-1920 Page 3, Column 7 

    IN MEMORIAM 

 EWING - In proud and loving memory of the late Pte. Robt. Ernest Ewing (Bob) No. 663460, 

164th Battalion, who died of wounds September 5th, 1918 

Two year have passed since that sad day, 

The one we loved was called away; 

God took him home, it was His will, 

But in our hearts he liveth still. 

None know the bitter heartache, 

None but those who lose can tell 

The pain and grief in parting 

With one we loved so well. 

Alone so far from home and friends, 

So far from all that's dear; 

No loved one was there near him 

To shed a farewell tear. 

Your loved ones could have rached you 

file:///E:/2022-08%20Backup/Documents/Jan%20Old%20Computer/My%20Webs/OntarioObits/genealogy/dufferin/WWIimages/19181003_EWING.JPG
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But the distance was so great; 

When the Saviour's voice had called you 

We knew you could not wait. 

Oh! "Bob," 'twas hard to part with you, 

When you waved a last farewell; 

Did we think so soon to Jesus 

You were going home to dwell? 

Somewhere in France in an unknown grave, 

Our dear soldier son lies sleeping; 

For his King and Country, his life he gave 

Into his Saviour's keeping. 

    Mother, Brothers and Sisters 

Laurel, August 30th, 1920. 

 

EWING, R. E.  - Orangeville Banner; 1918-09-19 P2, C4 

EWING, Robert E. - Orangeville Banner; 1918-09-19 P2, C4 

EWING, Robert E. - Orangeville Banner; 1918-10-03 P2, C3 

 

 

https://dufferinmuseum.catalogaccess.com/archives/35100  

Album, Dufferin County Enlistments, WWI, 1914 – 1918 

Catalogue Number: AR-2092-994 

Book of enlistment records compiled by Lord Dufferin Chapter I.O.D.E (IODE) Orangeville, 

recording enlistments of men from Dufferin County in World War 1, many include photographs. 

Service record of each person includes, name, address, age, birthplace, physical attributes, 

religion, when/where enlisted, marital status, service No., rank and unit, allowance from 

patriotic fund, next of kin, date and place of marriage, military experience previous to 

enlistment, history after enlistment, date of death or discharge. 

 

Toronto Star dated September 9, 1918, Page 9 

Casualty List – INFANTRY: Wounded: 663460, R. E. Ewing, Laurel 

 

Orangeville Sun dated September 12, 1918, Page 1 

DISTRICT CASUALTIES 

Killed In Action 

   Alton – Lieut. Victor Henderson 

   Mono Mills – R. F. Maples 

Wounded 

   Orangeville – E. T. Hewson, A. H. McArthur, Harry King 

   Laurel – R. E. Ewing 

   Bolton – B. R. Leavens, F. Ireland 

   Beeton – S. H. Harmon 

https://dufferinmuseum.catalogaccess.com/archives/35100
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   Orton – W. H. Conklin, A. L. McKinnon, S. Jones 

   Corbetton – J. Deamans 

   Kleinburg – C. L. Egan 

   Orangeville – Lieut. Clifford C. Henderson 

   Rosemont – G. I. Tomlinson 

   Hockley – W. Haddock 

 

 

 

From: Ralph and Kimberly <ralphandkimberly@gmail.com> 

Date: Sat, Nov 22, 2025 at 10:42 PM 

 

Robert Ernest Ewing was born July 23, 1898 in Laurel, the son of Alexander and 

Elizabeth Ewing.  He stood 5' 10", weighed 145 pounds and had a fair complexion, blue 

eyes and brown hair.   

 

He enlisted on February 22, 1916 in Laurel at the age of 17 years.  His Registration 

number is 663460 and he joined the 116th Battalion, was with the 164th for a bit, and 

then returned to the 116th.  His occupation is listed as Farmer.  His next of kin was his 

mother. 

 

Robert was hospitalized in Hamilton from January 7, 1917 for six days with Appendicitis. 

 

He embarked from Canada on April 10, 1917 and arrived in England on April 22.  He 

was then sent on to France. 

 

Robert spent 26 days in hospital due to Phimosis from January 11, 1918 to February 

5.  The condition, which he had since birth, was treated by surgery under ether.  He also 

had a slight cough at the time. 

 

Robert was hospitalized again April 6, 1918 due to illness. 

 

On August 30, 1918, Robert suffered gunshot wounds to his head and back.  Records 

from September 4 show he was considered dangerously ill and paraplegic.  Robert died 

September 5, 1918 at the age of 20.  He is buried at Terlincthun British Cemetery, Pas de 

Calais. 

 

 

 

 

  

mailto:ralphandkimberly@gmail.com
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James Ernest Field (Mono) #L/7999 
Gail H Researching 

 

PERSONNEL FILE – CANNOT FIND EASILY ON ANCESTRY.CA 
 

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/mono-township-community-

centre-and-memorial-hall 

Cenotaph: Mono Centre Community Hall Plaque (Listed as Relessey) 

 

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/dufferin-county-war-memorial 

Cenotaph: Orangeville 

 

Dufferin Remembers: Rank: Private; Service #: L/7999; East Kent Regiment (The Bluffs); 

Died 1915/08/11 

 
Orangeville Banner dated 15-Jul-1915 Page 2, Column 1 

ON FIRING LINE 

Soldier Says Tobacco Helps to Make Men Contented After Their Hard Work. 

    A. G. McNabb, of Rosemont, recently received the following letter from a former Mono 

man, Pte. J. E. Field, 1st Batt., Machine Gun Section, France, who is now serving his country in 

the firing line : 

    Dear Sir, -- Your letter and parcel received all right, but the parcel was ten days later than the 

letter. I thank you for the kind gift, as it makes the time shorter. Some people are opposed to 

tobacco, but there is nothing like it after a hard day's work, as it helps to make one contented 

with his lot whatever it may be, and this last month has been busy, but, thank God, I have got 

through up till now. I am sending you a Belgian coin and a bullet that struck near me in the 

trench, which I hope you may receive safely. 

    We are having a few days' rest now and are quartered in a wood so as to prevent the German 

aeroplane from discovering and shelling us, and it does seem such a treat after the trenches, as it 

makes a nice shade from the heat of the day, and the music of the birds is so enchanting, that if 

it was not for the sound of the guns one would hardly realize that we were at war. 

    The crops all look well, but I don't know what they will do about the harvest, as there does 

not seem many men, mostly women and children to garner it in, but it won't waste, as the troops 

will lend a hand if it is needed. 

    I am writing about six miles from the firing line, but we are within easy reach of shells. Many 

of the buildings around the firing line are terribly shattered, so that there is not a house left. 

    I am feeling good and I should like to be back at work with my wife and boy, but it cannot 

last forever, and I hope with God's help to come through safely. With best wishes, 

                                        Yours respectfully, 

                                                    J. E. FIELD 

 

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/mono-township-community-centre-and-memorial-hall
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/mono-township-community-centre-and-memorial-hall
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/dufferin-county-war-memorial
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Orangeville Banner dated 28-Oct-1915 Page 3, Column 4 

A BRAVE SOLDIER. 

Pte Ernest Field Was Wounded While Stopping a German Rush. 

    Mrs. Edith Field, of Mono Centre, has handed us the following letter concerning her husband, 

Pte. J. E. Field, of the East Kent Regiment, who was severely wounded in France on August 9th 

last. Mrs. Field states that she fears her husband has either died from his wounds or been taken 

prisoner by the Germans, as she has not heard anything further from him since he was injured. 

The letter reads : -- 

Dear Mrs. Field, 

    Just a few lines to let you know that Ernest got pretty badly wounded on the morning of the 

9th, but I am very sorry to say that we were told he was dead, but since I have heard that he is 

still alive and they hold out every hope of his recovery. I hope that it is true. He is a brave man, 

and I am able to say that we come from the same place, also Walter Hooker and Pat Ryan. We 

are sorry indeed to be parted from such a man as your husband. He was in the Maxim Gun 

Team; he was told off with his team to go away to the left to stop the Germans from making a 

rush on the trench; two of the team were killed outright and another wounded. I went up with 

another man and put his bandages on to the best of my ability, but it was not much that I could 

do for him as the shelling was so heavy, so we had to put him in a dug-out out of the way of the 

splinters of the shells-- that was all that we could do, but he did not mind us leaving him in the 

least, as he had the pluck to know that it was our duty to leave him as he was, until such times 

as the stretcher-bearers could get to him. I can't tell you all that we think of him or nearly as 

much as I should like to say about the way he behaved through it all. He was very brace, and the 

people of Cranbrook ought to be proud of him the same as his chums out here are. Another 

thing about him, when his officer came to see him Ernest asked him if could get a little 

stimulant so as he could get to sleep. The officer told him that he had not got any with him but 

he would go and get some from the support trench, but Ernest said, "Don't do that, sir, I will 

stick it, you are wanted up here." That shows what sort of man your husband is. Can you or any 

one else wonder why we are sorry for the loss of a man like Ernest.  Now I will draw to a close. 

I hope you will let me know as soon as you hear how he is getting along. I hope for the best 

news. 

                    Yours truly, 

                            Private J. OYLER. 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 06-Jan-1916 Page 1, Column 5 

PROBABLY KILLED 

Eye-Witness Says That Pte. Field Lost His Life at Hooge 

Wife of English Soldier Lives in Mono Township. 

    Letters which Mrs. Edith A. Field, of Glencross, have received seem to substantiate the fact 

of the death of her husband, Pte. Field of the British Army, concerning whose fate their has 

been a god deal of uncertainty since he disappeared last August.  One of the letters indicates 

that Field was probably killed at Hooge on Aug. 11th last. The letters to Mrs. Field read as 

follows: 
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                                Friday, Oct. 12th, 1915 

1st Buffs, 

    B.E.F. 

Dear Mrs. Fields, -- 

    With reference to your letter to me about your husband.  I remember his being wounded 

rather badly and I gave him an opium pill because he was in considerable pain.  He was then 

lying in a dug-out close to several other wounded men. We shortly after had to leave this trench 

and the wounded, of which there were quite a lot, were left in charge of the stretcher bearers. I 

have made enquiries as to what happened after that and it appears all these wounded were 

moved to another trench preparatory to being taken right away.  After this there is no more trace 

of your husband or of eight other wounded men who were with him.  I am afraid that what very 

probably happened, is that they were all hit by a shell.  Our headquarters have your husband 

down as missing because there is no direct proof as to how he was killed.  There has been no 

trace in any hospital of him, which there would certainly have been if he had gone down 

wounded.  Also it is quite impossible that he can be a prisoner. I am therefore afraid that there 

cannot be the slightest doubt that he is dead.  I assure you personally that all possible attention 

was paid to the wounded then. 

    There seem to have been various rumors with regard to your husband. I asked after him 

several times and was always told that he was in a hospital somewhere and slowly recovering.  I 

have questioned the men about this and no one knows how it arose, though they remember 

hearing it.  I believe that what I have told you are the real facts and am very sorry that I cannot 

tell you anything more definite. 

                    Yours sincerely, 

            P. Dangerfield, 2 St., 

                        M. G. O., 1st. Buffs. 

                    10th December. 1915 

Mrs. E. A. Field, 

    Mono Centre, Ont., 

        Canada. 

Dear Madam, -- 

    There is at present in the V.A.D. Hospital, Rusthall, Tunbridge Wells, (Home address: 2 

Princess Street, Richmond) a Pte. Hockliss, East Kent, who took part in the counter-attack 

made by the East Kents at Hooge on August 11th in the afternoon.  I regret to tell you that 

Pte. Hockliss states that all the bombers, of whom Pte. Field was one, were killed, with one 

exception, and he himself helped to bury Pte. Field that same day in a grave by 

himself.  Pte. Hockliss states that the death occurred in the Clearing Station very shortly after 

Pte. Field was hit. 

    Of course such a single report should not be accepted without confirmation, even if it given 

by an eye-witness, but I feel sure you wish to write to Pte. Hockliss himself. We will continue 

our enquiries, and watch the German Prisoners' Lists for Private Field's name, if by a miracle 

he should still be alive. 

    I remain with much sympathy, 
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                    Yours truly, 

            G. G. BUCKLER 

                for Sir Louis Mallet.    

 

FIELD, (Pte.) - Orangeville Banner; 1916-01-06 P1, C5 
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Anstead Elmer Gordon (Amaranth) #139580 

Carole B Researching 

 

PERSONNEL FILE DOWNLOADED (34 PAGES, ANCESTRY.CA) 
 

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/memorials/canadian-virtual-war-

memorial/detail/1568477 

Cenotaph: Grand Valley 

Rank: Private 

Born: ??? 

Died: September 16, 1916 

Cemetery: Vimy Memorial in Pas de Calais, France 

Service #: 139580 

Age: 18 

Force: Army 

Unit: Canadian Infantry (Central Ontario Regiment) 

Division: 60th Bn. 

Son of Geo. And Jennie Gordon, of Laurel Ontario. Brother of Private Joseph Matthew Gordon, 

who died while serving with the Canadian Infantry (Central Ontario Regiment). 

Commemorated on Page 93 of the First World War Book of Remembrance.  

 

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/dufferin-county-war-memorial 

Cenotaph: Orangeville 

 

Dufferin Remembers: Includes CEF, 75th Battalion (Mississauga)  

 

Orangeville Banner dated 07-Sep-1916 Page 3, Column 5 

    "Laurel" - Pte. Roy Bryan, of Camp Hughes, Manitoba, has returned after spending his last 

leave at home here. 

    "Laurel" - We are sorry to hear that Private A. E. Gordon, of the 75th Battalion is reported 

wounded. 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 14-Sep-1916 Page 7, Column 3 

ANSTEAD GORDON WOUNDED 

    Pte. George Anstead Gordon, a Laurel boy, who enlisted and went overseas with the 75th 

battalion has been officially reported wounded.  The wounded soldier, who is a son of Mr. Geo. 

E. Gordon, was born at Laurel 18 years ago and enlisted when he was 17. He trained at Niagara 

Camp a year ago and was one of the first members of the 75th drafted after that unit had gone 

overseas.  Gordon had been living in Toronto for two years or longer and made his home with 

his Aunt, Mrs. Thirza Black, 24 Ossington Avenue.  A letter, which his relatives have received 

gives an account of the circumstances under which he was wounded.  On August 27th he 

volunteered to go out with a scouting party to examine the German trenches and gather 

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/memorials/canadian-virtual-war-memorial/detail/1568477
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/memorials/canadian-virtual-war-memorial/detail/1568477
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/dufferin-county-war-memorial
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information relative to the trenches and the strength of the enemy.  While the party was 

returning to the Canadian lines, the Germans sighted them and opened fire.  Gordon was struck 

below the knee by a shell fragment.  Fortunately the wound was not serious and will not leave 

any permanent effect.  Pte. Gordon is a brother of Lance-Corp. Joseph Gordon who enlisted 

with the 95th nearly a year ago and is now in England with his battalion. 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 05-Oct-1916 Page 2, Column 2 

KILLED IN ACTION 

Two Former Amaranth Boys Make the Supreme Sacrifice 

Anstead Gordon and Robert J. McGowan Lose Lives on Western Front 

    Last Saturday Mr. Geo. E. Gordon, of Laurel, received a telegram from Ottawa, stating that 

his son, Anstead, had been killed in action on the western front, on Sept. 16th. 

    Anstead Elmer Gordon, although only 18 years of age, had been in khaki for sixteen months 

or longer.  He enlisted with the 75th Battalion in Toronto, where he had been engaged in 

electrical wark for a year or so before he joined the colors. About a month ago he was reported 

wounded, and in the hospital and it is therefore evident that he had only been back to the front a 

short time when he met his death.  The young soldier is a grandson of Rev. M. S. Gray, who 

was a prominent figure in Dufferin and the old Scott Act days.  A younger brother, Lance-Corp. 

J. M. Gordon, is with the 95th Battalion, which went overseas last spring and has since crossed 

to France. 

    About the same time that Mr. Gordon received word of his son's death relatives of Robert 

J. McGowan, another Amaranth boy, received word that he too had been killed in 

action.  McGowan was about 24 years of age and enlisted with the 58th Battalion at Parry 

Sound, while on his way back from the West.  He was a son of the late Mr. and Mrs. 

Hugh McGowan, of Amaranth.  Jos. McGowan, of Laurel, Township Clerk, E. Hamilton and 

Mr. Samuel Hamilton, of Amaranth, are uncles.  A brother, Victor, lives in Toronto and a sister, 

Mrs. Robert Turner, at Invermay, Sask. 

    It is with mingled pride and sorrow that the people of Dufferin extend their heartfelt 

sympathy to the relatives of the two gallant young soldiers. 

    A union memorial service will be held in Laurel Methodist church on Sunday night at 7 

o'clock.  The service will be conducted by the pastor, Rev. W. F. Roach, assisted by Rev. J. 

R. Bell. 

    Although raised in the same neighborhood and well acquainted as boys the two young men 

did not meet at the front until a few days before their death.  It is supposed that they were killed 

in the same battle. 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 05-Oct-1916 Page 3, Column 2 

LAUREL 

   Citizens of our village received quite a shock on Saturday, when they learned that a cable 

from Ottawa had brought the sad news that Pte. Anstead Gordon, of the 75th Battalion, had 

been killed in action.  Much sympathy is felt for the bereaved parents. 
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Orangeville Banner dated 16-Nov-1916 Page 6, Column 3 

A GOOD SOLDIER 

Officers Pay Tribute to Soldierly Qualities of Anstead Gordon 

    The following messages of sympathy were sent to Mrs. Thirza Black, 24 Ossington Avenue, 

Toronto, to be forwarded to L. C., J. M. Gordon, a brother of the late George Anstead 

(Elmer) Gordon, a Laurel boy, who was killed in action, of Sept. 16th. 

                    France, Sept. 26, 1916. 

L. C., J. M. Gordon. 

    Dear Sir. -- Allow me to extend to you my deepest sympathy in the loss of your brother, A. 

E. Gordon. He certainly was a fine heroic little soldier, smart and on the job all the time.  And 

the loss is very much ours, as well as your own.  He did not suffer, but passed away almost at 

once, which is a blessing and may to some extent lesson your grief. 

                    Yours very sincerely, 

                        H. J. Somerville, Lt. 

                    France, Oct. 15, 1916. 

L. C., J. M. Gordon. 

    Dear Sir. -- I am sorry that the continued activity during the past month has prevented me 

writing sooner regarding the death of your bother.  Pte. A. E. Gordon, who was killed on the 

morning of Sept. 14th.  He was an exceedingly likeable boy, and was always keen and on the 

job. He was a great favorite in the platoon and they all miss him, but these days the best seem to 

go.  We had just taken over a wreck of a trench from the Germans and were preparing for 

another advance when a shell lit in the trench, killing your brother instantly. One other was 

killed and several wounded.  He was buried near where he fell.  I can only extend to you the 

sincere sympathy of his comrades and trust that my assurance that he was always faithful to his 

duty and died like a hero, will be some comfort to his family and friends. 

                        Yours sincerely, 

                        L. C., S. Watson, (Major) 

                                        60th Battalion. 

A MEMORIAL SERVICE 

    A memorial service for the late Gr. Arnold Jackson, who gave his life for his country, will be 

held in Herald Angel Church on Sunday, Nov. 19th, at 3 o'clock. 

 

GORDON, Anstead - Orangeville Banner; 1916-10-05 P3, C2 

GORDON, Anstead Elmer - Orangeville Banner; 1916-10-05 P2, C2 

GORDON, Anstead Elmer - Orangeville Banner; 1916-1-16 P6, C3 

 

https://dufferinmuseum.catalogaccess.com/archives/35100  

Album, Dufferin County Enlistments, WWI, 1914 – 1918 

Catalogue Number: AR-2092-994 

Book of enlistment records compiled by Lord Dufferin Chapter I.O.D.E (IODE) Orangeville, 

recording enlistments of men from Dufferin County in World War 1, many include photographs. 

Service record of each person includes, name, address, age, birthplace, physical attributes, 

https://dufferinmuseum.catalogaccess.com/archives/35100
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religion, when/where enlisted, marital status, service No., rank and unit, allowance from 

patriotic fund, next of kin, date and place of marriage, military experience previous to 

enlistment, history after enlistment, date of death or discharge. 

 

 
From: Ralph and Kimberly <ralphandkimberly@gmail.com> 
Date: Sat, Nov 22, 2025 at 10:42 PM 
 
Joe and Elmer’s mother died at 28 when Elmer was 10 days old.  Their father remarried two years 
later. 
 
Their aunt, Maggie Wallace lived in Grand Valley.  Another aunt, Mrs. Thirza Black, lived at 24 Ossington 
Avenue in Toronto.   
 
Elmer enlisted in Toronto on July 17, 1915 when he was 18.  He listed his occupation as Brush 
maker.  His Regimental number is 139580 and he served with the 60th Battalion and then the 75th, with 
the rank of Private.   
 
Some time between November 8, 1915 and March 29, 1916, when both brothers were in Toronto, 
probably at Exhibition Camp for drill training, they had their photograph taken together. 

 
Elmer shipped out from Halifax on March 29, 1916 and arrived in England on April 9.  He arrived in France 
on June 17.  Elmer suffered a gunshot wound (penetrating wound) to his right knee on August 16.  He 
rejoined his unit 11 days later on August 27.  He was killed in action on September 16, 1916 at the age of 
19. He is buried or commemorated at the Vimy Memorial, Pas de Calais, France.  Many of the Canadians 
commemorated there have no known grave.  
 
Their cousin, Nelson Burns Eadie was born April 22, 1894 on St. Joseph Island near Sault Ste. 
Marie.  When he enlisted in Saskatoon on May 12, 1915 at the age of 21, his father was living in Plattsville, 
Ontario and later moved to Toronto.  Both Nelson and his father were teachers.  Nelson's Regimental 
number is 440957 and he served with the 8th Battalion until he was killed in action on April 28, 1917 at 
the age of 23.  He is buried or commemorated at the Vimy Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. 
 
Some time between November 8, 1915 and March 29, 1916, when both brothers were in Toronto, 
probably at Exhibition Camp for drill training, they had their photograph taken together. 
 

mailto:ralphandkimberly@gmail.com
https://www.google.com/maps/search/24+Ossington+Avenue?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/24+Ossington+Avenue?entry=gmail&source=g
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Joseph Matthew Gordon (Amaranth) #201803 

Carole B Researching 

 

PERSONNEL FILE DOWNLOADED (40 PAGES, ANCESTRY.CA) 
 

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canadian-virtual-war-

memorial/detail/178575 

Cenotaph: Grand Valley 

Rank: Private 

Born: ??? 

Died: October 7, 1918 

Cemetery: Bucquoy Road Cemetery in Pas de Calais, France 

Service #: 201803 

Age: 22 

Force: Army 

Unit: Canadian Infantry (Central Ontario Regiment) 

Division: 3rd Bn. 

Son of George E. Gordon, of Laurel, Ontario. Brother of Private Elmer Gordon, who died while 

serving with the Canadian Infantry (Quebec Regiment). Commemorated on Page 416 of the 

First World War Book of Remembrance. 

 

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/dufferin-county-war-memorial 

Cenotaph: Orangeville 

 

Dufferin Remembers: Includes CEF, 95th Battalion  

 

Orangeville Banner dated 11-Nov-1915 Page 6, Column 7 

Recruiting Notes 

    Lieut. R. H. Neilson, paymaster of the newly formed 95th Battalion, spent Sunday at his 

home here. 

    Chas. and Roy Moore, of Crombie, have enlisted with the 95th Battalion, Canadian 

Expeditionary Force. 

    Mr. R. J. Jillings, of the Sterling Bank staff, has joined the 95th Battalion. We understand that 

Mr. Jillings is going as a bugler. 

    James Sawden, son of Mr. Steve Sawden of Toronto, formerly of Melancthon, has enlisted 

with the 36th Regiment at West Toronto for active service. The young man is a nephew of Mr. 

Albert Sawden, of Melville Cross. 

    Milton Sloan, a son of Mr. and Mrs. T. A. Sloan, of Hornings Mills, has enlisted for active 

service. His friends at Hornings Mills presented him with a wrist watch prior to his departure. 

    Pte. Charlie Brown of the 58th Battalion spent Sunday with his parents, Mr. and Mrs. D. 

B. Brown. It is expected that the 58th which was transferred from Niagara to Toronto recently, 

will leave for England shortly. Charlie is tanned and stalwart and looks for for any kind of duty. 

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canadian-virtual-war-memorial/detail/178575
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canadian-virtual-war-memorial/detail/178575
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/dufferin-county-war-memorial
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    Mr. Jas. Dawson, drug clerk in C. V. Jeffers store, has enlisted and will leave for camp on 

Thursday. Mr. Dawson is taking a position in the office of the paymaster of the 95th battalion, 

Lieut. R. H. Neilson, formerly Manager of the Bank of Commerce here, is the battalion 

paymaster. "Jimmie," as his friends call him, is one of the popular young men of the town and 

will be greatly missed. 

    Messrs. Hutch Keith, Percy Leighton and Frank Jackson, three well known Orangeville 

young men, have enlisted for overseas service. They left for Toronto on Monday morning for 

examination. All three passed and left the Queen city on Tuesday to commence training at 

Kingston. They have enlisted in the 34th battery, Canadian Field Artillery. 

    About a dozen young men from Orangeville and vicinity left here on Monday morning to 

begin active training for overseas service. Among them were Hutch Keith, Percy Leighton and 

Frank Jackson, who have joined the 34th Battery. H. Burridge and Wm. Mason, Jos. 

M. Gordon, Ernest Richardson, and Wm. J. Penny, of Laurel, and George Leslie Martin, of 

Mono Centre, all of whom have enlisted in the 95th Battalion. 

    Mr. and Mrs. Geo. A. Leighton, Zina St., received a letter on Monday from their oldest son, 

Mr. Mervin Leighton, who has been on the staff of the Bank of Commerce in Danville, Que., 

stating that he had enlisted and expected to commence training shortly. Mr. Leighton has joined 

the Grenadier Guards, the new battalion which Major-General Meighen is organizing in 

Montreal. Mr. and Mrs. Leighton will now have two sons in training for the front as their 

second son, Percy, left for camp on Monday morning. 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 02-Dec-1915 Page 2, Column 1 

THE HONOR ROLL. 

Names of Local Men Who Have Enlisted for Overseas Service. 

    The following is a list of the men from Orangeville and vicinity who have enlisted for 

Overseas service. Some of them have been in France and Belgium and other are fighting there 

now. There are still others who are training in England or in the different camps here in Canada. 

Wherever they are all are doing their "bit" to defeat Kaiser Wilhelm and his ambitious plans for 

world domination. It may be that some names have been omitted from the roll. If so we shall be 

glad to add them if our readers will kindly call our attention to the omissions : - 

    Lieuts. Harry McGuire, R. H. Neilson, Gerald Preston, Cecil Statia; Col. J. A. V. Preston; 

Capt. Alex Firth; Ptes. Garfield Gordon, Harold Statia, Walter Lewis, Harry Lewis, 

Douglas Endacott, George Chaney, Barclay Brown, Albert Clark, Wm. Stinson, 

Jack Jenkins, James Collins, John Menary, Clifford Henderson, Isaiah Winterton, Sergt. 

Ross Macpherson, Gunners Bert Wheelock and J. M. Aiken, Albert Delaney, 

Fred Kilpatrick, Roy Stinson, James Bradley, James Jenkins, David Reilly, Clifford Jenkins, 

Charlie Brown, Lester M. Green, J. Montgmery, T. Brooks, Norman Rayfield, 

Robt. Limebeer, R. McCrae, Douglas Macpherson, Wm. Lackey, Jos. Murray, 

Harry Brown, Wesley Connop, Hutch Keith, Percy Leighton, James Dawson, Jos. Gordon, 

Ernest Richardson, George Phillips, Wm. Banks, Harry Burridge, Henry Whittaker, 

Marshall and Lewis Bailey, Willis Flatt, George and Leslie Martin, Arthur Sutherland, Geo. 

R. McCullough, A. M. Irwin. 
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    Old High School boys who have enlisted include Ross Corbit and Donald McLaren, 

Toronto; Capt. Geo. M. Endacott, Vancouver, Fred Guest, Connor; Harry and Jack Turner, 

Saskatoon; D. M. McDougall, Toronto; Leonard Cavers, Alton; and Carter Irwin, of Toronto, 

son of Mr. W. N. Irwin. 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 02-Mar-1916 Page 7, Column 7 

WITH THE 95TH. 

J. M. Gordon, a Laurel Boy, is now a Lance-Corporal. 

An Interesting Letter from Signaller W. J. Penney. 

            "D" Co. Signallers 

                95th Battalion, C. E. F. 

                Exhibition Camp, Toronto 

Editor of the Banner. 

    Dear Sir, - Have just finished reading your paper and thought I would drop you a line and let 

you know how we are getting along.  First I would say we are glad to get the paper every week 

as it keeps us in touch with the news of the home town. 

    It has been cold and stormy down here and not very ideal weather for drilling, but still we 

can't complain any.  We had a busy day last Saturday, Feb. 26th. At 8 a.m we had a muster 

parade of the whole battalion.  At 9.15 a.m. we had to change our bunks around and get them in 

more handy positions. Then at 10.30 a.m. we got orders to take our blankets and move out.  We 

weren't sure where we were going, so we got our mess cans and water bottles over one shoulder 

and four blankets and a pillow on the other and all our possessions in our kit bags.  We got out 

to our alarm post and there was about three inches of snow to wade through.  When we got all 

lined up the order came to get in our building again as soon as possible.  After we had got our 

bunks straightened up again we were ordered to fall out for a court martial parade for one of the 

fellows who has deserted and sold his uniform.  They caught him and he got punishment 

enough to learn him not to do it again.  It was then dinner time and being Saturday we drilled 

until 3.15 p.m., when he were dismissed for the day.  we had church parade in our quarter on 

Sunday, 27th.  We are enjoying our training much better all the time and it is now getting more 

interesting, but we will be glad when we have a chance at the real business.  I am pleased to 

state that one of our Laurel boys has been promoted a step.  Pte. J. M. Gordon has been given a 

stripe and is now Lance-Corporal Gordon.  Another of the Orangeville boys, Pte. S. L. Martin, 

has joined the signal corps and all of us like the work fine, even better than we did the work in 

the platoon. 

    Well I must now draw this letter to a close as we expect to be up home next Sunday and I 

want to leave something to talk about.  Wishing the Banner every success, I remain on behalf of 

all the Dufferin boys, 

            Yours sincerely, 

        Signaller WM. J. PENNY 
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Orangeville Banner dated 23-Mar-1916 Page 6, Column 1 

    "Laurel" - Pte. E. A. Gordon and brother Lance Corporal Jos. Gordon, spent last week under 

the parental roof. 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 11-May-1916 Page 3, Column 5 

LAUREL 

    A banquet was given in honor of our soldiers on Friday, May 5th.  A splendid supper was 

served and each soldier was given a fountain pen.  There were only the soldiers of the 164th and 

95th battalions able to be present owing to the rest being on active service at the front.  An 

address was read  by Mr. G. W. Hepton and the pens were presented by Misses C. E. Liddy, E. 

G. Hamilton and F. McPherson, and the names were ready by the Master of the Orange Lodge, 

Mr. W. Patterson.  Corps. Cooney, McCabe and Eddes replied for the 164th Batt. and Lance 

Corporal J. M. Gordon for the 95th Batt., Toronto. The presentation was followed by a short 

program consisting of music by Laurel Quartette, and duets, also an address by Capt. Brown of 

the 164th and an address by Rev. F. W. Roach.  The enjoyable evening was brought to a close 

by singing the National Anthem, and a few words of prayer by Rev. J. R. Bell. 

    The boys of the 95th Batt. left Monday morning after their four days leave for Toronto where 

they intend to leave for overseas about May 12th.  A large crowd was at the station to see them 

off, and we wish them every success and good luck wherever they may be. 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 03-Feb-1916 Page 3, Column 3 

"Mono Mills" - The following list of supplies has been prepared by the local Branch of the Red 

Cross and was shipped to the Head Office in Toronto on Wednesday of last week : -- 8 cheese 

cloth skirts, 30 sheets, 96 pillow cases, 15 grey shirts, 18 pairs shaker flannel pyjamas, 27 pairs 

of socks  Included in the shipment was a donation of 2 pairs of socks from Mrs. Taylor, 1 pair 

of socks from Mrs. Lewis and 1 navy blue scarf and a pair of wristlets donated by Miss 

Ethel Allen.  The total value of the bale amounted to $75.65.  The officials who have charge of 

the Red Cross work here are : -- President, Mrs. J. A. Black; Vice-President, Mrs. W. J. Mills; 

Secretary, Mrs. D. Carmichael; Treasurer, Miss Ethel Allen.  Meetings of the Red Cross are 

held in the village every Wednesday afternoon.  All work, donations and other assistance will be 

gratefully received. 

"Marsville" - The Town Hall in Orton was on Wednesday of last week the scene of a large 

gathering of residents of Orton and surrounding country. The occasion was the presentation of 

wrist watches to Norman Dearing, William Bolton, Joseph Dunn and Spence Jones, who have 

enlisted and are now training in the new Wellington Battalion. Lunch was served and the 

remainder of the evening was spent in dancing. 

"Laurel" - Ptes. W. J. Penney, Jos. M. Gordon, E. Richardson and S. Harper, all of the 95th 

Battalion, spent a few holidays here. We are glad to have our soldier boys with us again. 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 22-Aug-1918 Page 7, Column 2 

DISTRICT CASUALTIES 

            INFANTRY 
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        Died of Wounds. 

    I. McKinnon, Milton. 

    J. W. Habgood, Nottawa. 

    G. D. Gosnell, Collingwood. 

        Wounded. 

    Capt. A. Bowles, M. C., 1151A St. Clair Ave., Toronto, formerly of Orangeville and Mono 

Road. 

    A. Saunders, Orangeville. 

    F. J. D. Watson, Melancthon. 

    Garfield Rayburn, Caledon. 

    J. M. Gordon, Laurel, Ont. 

    O. Poirier, Rosemont, Ont. 

    F. Burgess, Grand Valley. 

    J. W. Corbett, Grand Valley. 

    W. Gregory, Glen Cross. 

    H. N. Burns, Belwood. 

    V. E. Whetham, Inglewood. 

    T. C. Murray, Inglewood. 

    S. B. Lomas, Shelburne. 

    C. Large, Shelburne. 

    V. R. Hawkins, Mansfield. 

    R. E. Jackson, Brampton. 

    H. R. J. Hipkin, Brampton. 

    Capt. S. H. Brocklebank, Arthur. 

    R. H. Robinson, Fergus. 

    C. A. Hunter, Mount Forest. 

    E. A. Sykes, Price's Corners. 

    H. C. McIntosh, Priceville. 

    W. A. Hazard, Priceville. 

    G. H. Rowley, Elmvale. 

    W. W. Hetherington, Chesley. 

    R. J. Willie, Teeswater. 

    J. A. W. Smalley, Alliston. 

    O. Baker, Alliston. 

    W. Gibson, Flesherton. 

            MOUNTED RIFLES. 

        Died of Wounds. 

    J. R. Wallace, Alliston. 

        Wounded. 

    Lt. Alex. Geo. Trees, Toronto, formerly of 234th Peel Batt. 

    Lieut. J. C. Ross, Harriston. 

            MACHINE GUNS 
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        Died of Wounds. 

    J. C. Byron, Durham. 

        Wounded. 

    A. Keir, Teeswater.    

 

Orangeville Banner dated 22-Aug-1918 Page 7, Column 3 

MILITARY NOTES 

            Creemore Girl a Transport Driver. 

    Miss Mabel Grainger, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Grainger, Creemore, formerly of 

Honeywood, is now a motor transport driver in the Royal Air Force. 

            Jos. M. Gordon, Laurel, Wounded. 

    The name of Jos. M. Gordon, of Laurel, appeared among the Canadian soldiers reported 

wounded in this week's casualty lists. 

            Alex. Saunders Wounded. 

    The name of Alex. Saunders, of Orangeville, appeared among the wounded in yesterday's 

casualty lists.  Alex. is an old-time Dufferin lacrosse player.  He went overseas with the 164th 

Batt. 

            District Casualties. 

    In another column in this issue of The Banner will be found a lengthy list of district casualties 

which have been reported during the past week and which no doubt occurred during the recent 

heavy fighting. 

            Wounded Third Time. 

    For the third time Lieut. s. H. Brocklebank, of Arthur, Ont., who is well known in 

Orangeville, is listed as wounded.  He has been overseas more than two years.  He is a graduate 

of the University of Toronto, and before enlisting was a student at Osgoode Hall. 

            Allen Preston Gets Commission 

    Allen V. Preston, second son of Lt.-Col. J. A. V. Preston, who has been attending the Royal 

Military College during the past year, has been appointed to a commission in the Canadian 

Artillery.  He left for Petawawa on Monday, to report to his unit and expects to go overseas 

shortly. 

            With Motor Machine Gun Section. 

    Sergt. John Galbraith, a son of R. J. Galbraith, of Shelburne, who went overseas with the 

164th Batt., is now in France with the 2nd Canadian Motor Machine Gun 

Section.  Sergt. Galbraith reverted to the rank of private in order to get to France. 

            G. Rayburn, of Caledon, Wounded. 

    Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Rayburn, of Caledon, received word from Ottawa on Monday last that 

their son, Pte. Garfield Rayburn, was wounded on August 13th, in the right foot from gunshot, 

and was admitted into the Duchess of Connaught Red Cross hospital. 

            Wounded by Gunshot. 

    Mr. and Mrs. D. Macpherson received official notification of the wounding of their son, 

Lieut. "Don" Macpherson, from the Military Records Office at Ottawa last week.  The message 

states that the young officer was wounded in the face and thighs by gunshot.  His injuries are 
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described as severe, but are not stated to be dangers.  The telegram read: "Sincerely regret 

inform you Lieut. Donald Stewart Macpherson, Military Medal, Artillery, officially reported 

admitted to British Red Cross Hospital, Rouen, August 9th, 1918. Gunshot wound, face, things, 

severe." 

            Lieut. Denton Wounded. 

    Lieut. Wilfrid Herbert Denton, the elder son of Judge J. Hebert Denton, of Toronto, a former 

resident of Dufferin County, was wounded on August 8, according to a message received on 

Monday by Judge Denton.  Lieut. Denton enlisted in 1915, and went overseas with the 92nd 

Highlanders, crossing to France in May of the following year.  In September, 1916, he was 

wounded on the Somme and invalided home that winter, returning to duty overseas in May of 

last year.  He is an old boy of University Schools, and was attending the University of Toronto 

when he enlisted.  He is 21 years old. 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 17-Oct-1918 Page 2, Column 1 

SERIOUSLY WOUNDED. 

    Mr. Geo. E. Gordon, of Laurel, received an official telegram last Friday informing him that 

his son, Jos. M. Gordon has been seriously wounded.  Gordon enlisted in the 164th Battalion. 

Orangeville Banner dated 17-Oct-1918 Page 3, Column 3 

LAUREL. 

    Laurel was en fete on Wednesday night of last week.  The occasion of the celebration was the 

homecoming of two of our gallant soldier boys, Gunner R. S. Pratt, son of Councillor 

John Pratt, and Pte. John Maltby.  An immense concourse of people met the two young men at 

Laurel station and escorted them to the Methodist church, where they were extended a royal 

welcome home.  Refreshments were served, speeches made by a number of our leading men as 

well as by the two young soldiers. Gunner Pratt, who was in France about 19 months, had the 

good fortune to come through unscathed and looks the picture of good health despite his 

hardships and trying experiences at the front.  He is a medical student and was granted leave of 

absence to continue his studies.  He leaves for Toronto this week to resume his course at 

Toronto University.  Pte. Maltby, who went overseas with the 164th, was wounded some time 

ago and has lost the use, temporarily it is hoped, of two of the fingers of his right hand.  He is 

looking well, but is about twenty pounds lighter than when he went overseas. 

    His many friends hereabouts are anxiously awaiting further news of the condition of Jos. 

M. Gordon, son of Mr. Geo. E. Gordon, who was reported wounded a short time ago.  The first 

message received by his father stated that he was in the hospital suffering from a rifle wound in 

the back.  This intimation was followed last week by a second telegram, which stated that the 

young soldier was seriously ill. 

    A memorial service for the late Noble Potter, who was killed in action a few weeks ago, was 

held at the home of his father, Mr. Willis Potter, on Sunday.  Arrangements had been made to 

hold the service in the Methodist church, but at the request of Dr. Campbell, Medical Officer of 

Health, this was cancelled on account of the prevalence of influenza.  Instead a largely attended 

open air service was held at the home of the young man's parents.  Rev. W. F. Roach, the family 
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pastor, presided.  Revs. T. R. White, of Alton, Cooper, of Grand Valley, and J. R. Bell, of 

Laurel, assisted. 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 17-Oct-1918 Page 7, Column 2 

DISTRICT CASUALTIES 

            INFANTRY. 

        Killed in Action. 

F. Eades, Grand Valley. 

J. McKinnon, Teeswater 

        Gassed. 

A. L. Duffin, Horning's Mills. 

        Wounded. 

G. Chaney, Orangeville. 

L.-Cpl. F. Wade, Orangeville. 

E. A. Stuckey, Caledon. 

J. M. Gordon, Laurel. 

J. H. Marriott, Laurel. 

J. Brawley, Grand Valley. 

J. W. Twinman, Shelburne. 

G. Haines, Beeton. 

W. J. Jackson, Cataract. 

D. McDougall, Arthur. 

A. Howes, Arthur. 

Lt. R. W. Nicholson, Mt. Forest. 

C. Williamson, Mt. Forest. 

C. E. Nector, Mt. Forest. 

A. McNally, Markdale. 

S. Rose, Creemore. 

L. Lilly, Brampton. 

A. Pratley, Brampton. 

        Ill. 

H. A. Tudor, Eugenia Falls. 

            MEDICAL SERVICES. 

        Wounded. 

Capt. F. G. Banting, Alliston. 

            ARTILLERY. 

        Wounded. 

W. R. Nesbitt, Fergus. 

R. H. Maveal, Elora. 
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Orangeville Banner dated 24-Oct-1918 Page 2, Column 2 

 
PTE. ANSTEAD GORDON | PTE. JOS. M. GORDON 

DIED OF WOUNDS. 

Pte. J. M. Gordon Makes Supreme Sacrifice on Oct. 7th, Second Son to Give Life 

    Last week Mr. Geo. E. Gordon of Laurel, received word that his son, Pte. J. M. Gordon, who 

was reported seriously wounded a short time ago, had succumbed to his injuries on Oct. 

7th.  This is the second time the Gordon home has been bereaved during the war.  A younger 

son, Anstead, was killed in action on the Western front a little over a year ago.  The sympathy of 

the people of Dufferin goes out to the doubly stricken home in the loss of the gallant sons who 

heard and heeded the call of duty. 

    Pte. J. M. Gordon, whose death was reported last week joined the 95th Batt., in Toronto in 

November, 1915, and went to England in May, 1916, and to France in September of the same 

year.  He was a scout and was on active service at the front almost continuously up to July of 

the present year, when he was wounded in the arm and was in the hospital until Sept. 21st. He 

then returned to duty and remained at the front until Sept. 27th when he was dangerously 

wounded in the back.  His death occurred at No. 30 Casualty Clearing Station on Oct. 7th.  The 

first notice received by his parents merely stated that he had been wounded. This was followed 

four days later by another telegram, which stated that he was dangerously ill.  This was 

followed in eight days by the sad news of his death.  Pte. Gordon was just 22 years of age.  In 

1917 he was awarded the Military Medal for bravery on the field.  The medal was sent home to 

his parents and ? ? doubly prized ? of the brave young soldier. 

    The younger brother, Anstead, who was killed on Sept. 16th, 1916, was only 18 years of age 

when he met death of the field of battle.  He went to England in March 1916 with the 75th Batt., 

was wounded on Aug. 1st of the same year and was killed a few days after returning to the 

trenches upon ?  He only saw a few months service at the front. 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 30-Oct-1919 Page 5, Column 5 

IN MEMORIAM 

    In proud and loving memory of Pte. Anstead Gordon, killed in action, Sept. 16th, 1919, and 

of his brother, Joseph M. Gordon, who died of wounds in France on Oct. 7th, 1918: 

We do not die to live; 

It is from death we're flying; 

Forever lives our Life; 

For us there is no dying. 

We die but as the spring bud dies, 

file:///E:/2022-08%20Backup/Documents/Jan%20Old%20Computer/My%20Webs/OntarioObits/genealogy/dufferin/WWIimages/19181024_GORDON.JPG
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In summer's golden glow to rise. 

These be our days of April bloom; 

Our summer is beyond the tomb. 

They tell us that they died, 

And that a small white cross 

Doth mark their resting place; 

And we have tried and tried 

To realize our loss. 

But we picture still their face 

As when we said Good-Bye, 

And as we tread our road -- 

We are not lonely -- thoughts 

Of them lighten our load. 

We feel them by our side, 

And this great comfort gives. 

They tell us that they died 

But our hearts say "They live" 

    Loved Ones 

 

GORDON, J. M. - Orangeville Banner; 1918-10-24 P2, C4 

 

Orangeville Sun dated October 17, 1918, Page 8 

DISTRICT CASUALTIES 

Wounded 

   Alliston – D. Graham, Capt. F. G. Banting, J. A. Paterson 

   Mansfield – H. M. Long 

   Beeton – A. J. Clarke 

   Terra Nova – A. J. Paisley 

   Cookstown – E. Lightheart 

   Laurel – J. M. Gordon, J. R. Marriott 

   Honeywood – George Larwood 

   Ceylon – A. Johnson 

   Orangeville – G. Chaney, Lance-Corp. F. Wade, G. Charles, Pte. Ernest Statia 

   Arthur – D. McDougall, A. Howes 

   Shelburne – W. Newman 

   Durham – J. E. Pinkerton 

   Grand Valley – J. Brawley 

Gassed 

   Horning Mills – A. L. Duffin 

Ill 

   Grand Valley – W. V. Platt 
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Orangeville Sun dated October 24, 1918 

DISTRICT CASUALTIES 

Killed In Action 

   Orangeville – Earl Hewson, Finley McGillvray 

   Grand Valley – Frank Eades 

   Laurel – Stanley Brown 

Wounded 

   Orangeville – P. McGarvey 

   Shelburne – Ernest L. Wisdom 

   Honeywood – Thomas Flear, Abe Grainger, George Larwood 

   Laurel – Joe M. Gordon, Leonard McCabe 

   Grand Valley – Austin Duffy 

   Dundalk – W. J. Mills 

 

 

 

https://dufferinmuseum.catalogaccess.com/archives/35100  

Album, Dufferin County Enlistments, WWI, 1914 – 1918 

Catalogue Number: AR-2092-994 

Book of enlistment records compiled by Lord Dufferin Chapter I.O.D.E (IODE) Orangeville, 

recording enlistments of men from Dufferin County in World War 1, many include photographs. 

Service record of each person includes, name, address, age, birthplace, physical attributes, 

religion, when/where enlisted, marital status, service No., rank and unit, allowance from 

patriotic fund, next of kin, date and place of marriage, military experience previous to 

enlistment, history after enlistment, date of death or discharge. 

 
From: Ralph and Kimberly <ralphandkimberly@gmail.com> 
Date: Sat, Nov 22, 2025 at 10:42 PM 
 
Joe and Elmer’s mother died at 28 when Elmer was 10 days old.  Their father remarried two years later. 
 
Joseph Matthew Gordon (Joe) was born in Laurel on February 19, 1896.  Just 14 months later, on April 2, 
1897, his brother George Anstead Gordon (Elmer) was born, also in Laurel. Their parents were George & 
Jennie Gordon.  Their grandfather Reverend M.S. Gray lived with George Sr. in 1916. 
 
Joe was 5' 5 3/4" tall with medium complexion, blue eyes and brown hair.  Elmer was 5'3" tall, weighed 
125 pounds, and had fair complexion, blue eyes and brown hair. 
 
Their aunt, Maggie Wallace lived in Grand Valley.  Another aunt, Mrs. Thirza Black, lived at 24 Ossington 
Avenue in Toronto.   
 
Joe was staying with Aunt Thirza in Toronto and working as a Bartender until he enlisted on November 8, 
1915 at the age of 19.  He listed his occupation as Farmer.  His Regimental number is 201803 and he 

https://dufferinmuseum.catalogaccess.com/archives/35100
mailto:ralphandkimberly@gmail.com
https://www.google.com/maps/search/24+Ossington+Avenue?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/24+Ossington+Avenue?entry=gmail&source=g
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served with the 3rd Battalion.  His rank was Private, then Acting Lance Corporal, and then reverted to 
Private. 
 
Some time between November 8, 1915 and March 29, 1916, when both brothers were in Toronto, 
probably at Exhibition Camp for drill training, they had their photograph taken together. 
 
Joe shipped out on May 31, 1916.  He arrived in France on September 22 - 6 days after his brother's 
death.  At one point he received a Military Medal and then 10 days Leave in Paris.  He was hospitalized 
from January 14, 1918 until March 2, 1918 with Urethritis.  After he rejoined his unit, he was wounded with 
a gunshot wound to his left arm on July 29 and was hospitalized until September 11.  He rejoined his unit 
on September 20.  Joe received a gunshot wound to his back on or about September 27 (in other places it 
is recorded October 4 or 5).  He was likely injured at the Battle of the Canal du Nord (Sept. 27 - Oct. 1), so 
perhaps he lay on the battlefield for a time?  Joe died of his wounds on October 7, 1918 at the age of 
22.  He is buried or commemorated at Bucquoy Road Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France. The location of 
the grave is not known. 
 
Their cousin, Nelson Burns Eadie was born April 22, 1894 on St. Joseph Island near Sault Ste. 
Marie.  When he enlisted in Saskatoon on May 12, 1915 at the age of 21, his father was living in Plattsville, 
Ontario and later moved to Toronto.  Both Nelson and his father were teachers.  Nelson's Regimental 
number is 440957 and he served with the 8th Battalion until he was killed in action on April 28, 1917 at 
the age of 23.  He is buried or commemorated at the Vimy Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. 
 
Some time between November 8, 1915 and March 29, 1916, when both brothers were in Toronto, 
probably at Exhibition Camp for drill training, they had their photograph taken together. 
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Joe Samuel Halbert (Mono) #663165 
McArthur Researching 

 

PERSONNEL FILE DOWNLOADED (40 PAGES, ANCESTRY.CA) 
 

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/mono-township-community-

centre-and-memorial-hall 

Cenotaph: Mono Centre Community Hall Plaque (Listed as Mono Mills) 

 

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/mono-mills-cenotaph 

Cenotaph: Mono Mills 

 

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/dufferin-county-war-memorial 

Cenotaph: Orangeville 

 

Dufferin Remembers: Rank: Private; Service #: 663165; CEF, 164th Battalion (Halton & 

Dufferin); Died 1918/10/07 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 16-Dec-1915 Page 3, Column 1 

"Mono Mills" - Messrs. Willie Willwood <Wellwood> and Jos. Halbert have enlisted for 

overseas service and will begin training immediately. 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 14-Dec-1916 Page 6a, Columns 1-2  (Supplement to the Banner) 

MONO 

    A meeting for the purpose of recruiting for the 164th Dufferin-Halton Battalion was held in 

the English Church Hall here on Thursday evening of last week.  The meeting was well 

attended but coming as it did on the day when the news of the surrender of Bucharest had been 

confirmed, a feeling of depression seemed to prevail. 

    Perhaps the most important feature of the meeting was a resolution expressing the feeling of 

those present regarding the question of "Conscription."  The following is a copy of the 

resolution:  "Moved by Mr. Charles Crombie, seconded by Mr. Wesley Duke, that the feeling 

of those present at this meeting be placed on record to the effect that in the present crisis, when 

the efforts that are being made to obtain recruits in order to maintain the wastage of war, by 

voluntary service have been only partially successful, that a system of conscription would be in 

the best interests of our country." Carried. 

    A large gathering from all parts of the community met in the English Church Hall on Monday 

evening, the 11th inst., to present those who have enlisted for overseas service with an address 

and wrist watch for each of them.  Privates Joseph Halbert, William Welwood, Geo. Wolfe, 

Reginald Maples and Arthur Sutherland, of the 164th Battalion, and Pte. Thomas Carter of the 

234th, were present and Ptes. Ernest Jackson, Percy Arlow, Arthur Woodland and 

Charlie Rose, of the 164th, and Ptes. Geo. Young and Charles Spendiff of the 153rd will each 

receive their watch and copy of the address the first time they are home on leave. 

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/mono-township-community-centre-and-memorial-hall
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/mono-township-community-centre-and-memorial-hall
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/mono-mills-cenotaph
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/dufferin-county-war-memorial


57 
 

    The following is a copy of the address: 

            Mono Mills, Dec. 11, 1916. 

To Our Boys, -- 

    The people of our home community feel that they cannot allow you to go overseas without 

expressing in some way their pride and gratification at the fact that you have responded to your 

country's call in this her hour of need. 

    In doing so you have united yourselves with that great company of Canada's gallant sons who 

have offered their lives for King and Country, and have gone or are preparing to go to do their 

part in the great struggle that is being waged for the preservation of liberty and the maintenance 

of those ideals that are cherished by the British people the world over. 

    We deeply regret your departure from our midst.  You have always proved yourselves citizens 

worthy of our highest confidence and esteem, you have taken part in the industrial and social 

life of our community, your voices have mingled with ours in the songs of praise, and in the 

services of our church worship, and we assure you we will miss you when you have gone. 

    The work you have entered upon is a work of self-sacrifice.  You are leaving behind your 

comfortable homes, and the associations of loved ones.  At the battle front you may experience 

many lonely moments, perhaps poor shelter and short rations, you may be called upon to take 

part in fierce battles and some dreadful scenes, you may be called upon even to make the 

supreme sacrifice, but ever as true men worthy of the uniform you wear, and the flag you 

defend, remember you go forth in a most noble cause with God on your side to defend justice, 

truth, freedom and honor, to keep our flag unsullied, to protect our land with all its resources 

from invasion, our homes that are sacred and dear to us from devastation a ruthless foe, and our 

women and children, our aged and infirm from the lust of bloodshed and unrestrained passion 

of a cruel and barbarous nation. 

    Your success may establish a condition that will make possible a safe and lasting peace.  Your 

work is great beyond any description of which the human language is capable, and we 

commend you to the care and strength of the Great God of right and of victory, and trust that 

you will commit your way to Him, and prosecute your difficult but most noble task as unto Him 

in the interests of mankind, and all that life holds dear. 

    We feel proud of the fact that we will be so worthily represented at the battle front, and are 

confident in the knowledge that you will acquit yourselves with bravery and distinction 

wherever the call of duty may lead you, and that you will do your part in maintaining the 

splendid record that our Canadian boys have made. 

    This war in which our Empire is engaged has stirred the patriotism and inspired the loyalty of 

all true Canadians and many of us would like to go with you, but it must necessarily become the 

duty of some of us to remain behind to "keep the home fires burning."  This we will do as best 

we can. 

    We assure you our hearts will go with you, you will be constantly in our thoughts.  We will 

pray for you and long for the day when victory shall rest on our banners, and you shall become 

proudly marching home again. 

    In conclusion dear boys we ask each of you to accept this little gift, not to try to express in 

any degree our sincere appreciation of your service and self-sacrifice, but as a token of our 
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affection and hope that it may remind you that we are co-operating with you and supporting you 

to the best of our ability, and you always ready to render you any service within our power and 

may the day soon come when the terrors of militarism have been vanquished, and you will be 

with us again to resume your peaceful occupations with no sound of strife in our ears, and a 

lasting and permanent peace assured in this beautiful world in which we live. 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 12-Jul-1917 Page 5, Column 2 

IN EDINBURGH 

164th Boy Tells of a Visit to the Famous Castle 

    The following is a letter received by Miss Willa Still, of Glencross, from her cousin, Pte. 

Douglas Pierson, of the 164th Battalion, now in England: 

                    Edinburgh, Scotland. 

    Dear Cousin. -- Well, how are  you are living back in Canada, I hope you are all well.  we are 

both well at present.  We got our passes yesterday and got up here to Edinburgh about 12 

o'clock last night.  we have moved from Otterpool to East Sandling Camp and the battalion is 

all smashed to pieces.  All the Orangeville boys are pretty well together yet, except a few who 

were picked out for machine gunners and they went to another camp 

yesterday.  Billy Wellwood, Halbert, Woodland and Lewis are among them, but Clint, was on 

a trench warfare course the day they were picked out and I was on guard, so it turned out alright 

for Clint would have passed for a machine gunner and I don't think I would have.  Consequently 

we are still together and I am satisfied. 

    Say, this is a beautiful city.  We were around a lot of it today and what a person can see in the 

historical line is something great.  We were in the Castle of Edinburgh.  It is a large sized place 

and seems to be built on a big hill.  Anyhow, once the gates are closed and the bridges drawn in 

I don't see how anyone can get into it.  In the courtyard of the castle stands a small stone 

house.  It is about as large as our stable at home.  It is the oldest house in Edinburgh and was 

built in 1027.  The castle itself is very old, some of it built as far back as 1310.  There is a large 

hall, which is now a sort of collection room for all sorts of ancient relics.  There are old cannon, 

flint-lock guns, battle axes and spears, big coats of armor and flags of all kinds.  It also contains 

the gun carriage which carried the coffin of the late Queen Victoria.  We saw the house where 

Bobbie Burns lived and we were in the largest church in the city.  It was built hundreds of years 

ago.  We saw a circle of bricks in the pavement where long ago people were burned instead of 

hanged for murder.  Then we were all through Holyrood Palace where Queen Mary lived, better 

known as Mary Queen of Scots.  Do you remember of reading in the history of the man who 

was killed while talking to Queen Mary.  Lord Darnley came in, killed him and threw his body 

down a flight of stairs. 

    We saw the exact spot in the room where he was killed.  It was marked by a brass plate on the 

floor near the head of the stairs.  We were through a large museum and saw mummies from 

Egypt and also all kinds of animals that used to live long ago. Only the skeletons of the ancient 

animals are here, but there are all kinds of present day animals stuffed.  There is a skeleton of a 

whale, bung up by chains.  It is 78 feet long and the jawbones are of enormous size.  We came 

through London while on our way up here.  We have to be back to camp by Monday night.  My 
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present address is No. 663360, No. 7 Company, 2nd Reserve, East Sandling Camp, care Army 

Field Post Office, London, England.  Hope all are well. 

                Your cousin. 

                    DOUGLAS. 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 03-Oct-1918 Page 5, Column 4 

CHASING THE HUN 

Mono Mills Boy is Right in the Hard Fighting -- Two Interesting Letters. 

    The following are extracts from letters which "Joe" Halbert, who went overseas with the 

164th, wrote home to his mother, Mrs. R. J. Halbert, and his brother, John, of Mono Mills: 

                    France, August 13, 1918. 

Dear Brother, -- 

    Your letters of July 11th and 21st received.  I certainly was glad to hear from you again.  It 

was two weeks since we had had mail, and this last week I have never had time to write even a 

few lines. we have all been in the scrap which is going on now, and of which you will doubtless 

have read long before this reaches you. You will see what our forces have done.  We had quite a 

few casualties and a great many more close calls and I have seen sights this week I will never 

forget.  You haven't any idea what it is like to see thousands of men and guns go forward across 

the open country just as if nothing was happening, and then come back with many 

prisoners.  Old Fritzie is on the run for sure this time  It is all open warfare as he has only 

scattered shell holes for cover.  I really believe the war will be over this year.  We all hope it 

will anyway.  I also received a bunch of papers along with the parcel of smokes. 

    I think this is all for this time.  Hope this finds you all as well as it leaves me.  Your brother, 

            JOE HALBERT. 

                    France, August 13, 1918. 

Dear Mother, -- 

  Your very welcome letter of July 25th arrived yesterday so it came in quite a short time.  I am 

feeling fine at present, though last week I saw sights I will never forget and which I wouldn't 

care to see again.  You have likely read all about the battle going on at present, and we are right 

in it.  The weather has been quite warm, almost too hot for comfort, but just right for our 

work.  Everyone seems very happy around here, though we all have had narrow escapes of 

some kind.  One evening when we were sneaking upon Fritz he opened up with machine 

guns.  All we could do was lie flat.  Some of the boys were wounded with the bullets.  They 

were cutting the grass at my feet, so you may imagine my position wasn't a very comfortable 

one.  However, we don't mind things like that over here.  A fellow has to become used to such 

things as bullets whistling around him a good bit of the time, and it doesn't bother him very 

much. 

    Well, mother, if you saw where I am writing you would have a good laugh.  I am sitting with 

my back against a tree and beside a brush pile where I sleep.  Some home alright.  But it is all in 

the game. 

    Hoping to hear from you in a day or so again.  I will write a few lines whenever I get a 
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chance.  Your son, 

            JOE                    

 

Orangeville Banner dated 31-Oct-1918 Page 2, Column 3 

JOE HALBERT KILLED. 

Another of the 164th Battalion Boys Makes the Supreme Sacrifice. 

    Word reached his home near Mono Mills on Saturday morning that Pte. Jos. S. Halbert had 

been killed in action in France on Oct. 7th last.  Halbert enlisted in the 164th in 1916 and went 

overseas in the spring of 1917.  He was a non-commissioned officer of the 164th but reverted to 

the rank of private before going to France.  He was in his 24th year and was a tall, stalwart 

young man and most likeable chap.  He was a son of Mr. and Mrs. R. J. Halbert, 7th line, east, 

Mono.  He is also survived by three brothers. 

    We understand that the young solder was to have been married to Miss Hazel Holmes, of 

Camilla, shortly after his return to Canada.  The sympathy of the whole community goes out to 

the bereaved parents and other relatives. 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 21-Nov-1918 Page 6, Column 4 

Card of Thanks 

    Mr. and Mrs. R. J. Halbert wish to take the liberty of expressing through the columns of this 

paper their sincere and heartfelt appreciation of the many kindnesses that have been shown 

them by their friends in their recent bereavement. It would be almost impossible to reply to the 

many kind letters of sympathy that have been received not only with reference to the death of 

their boy, Pte. Joseph S. Halbert who was killed in action on October 7th, but also with regard 

to the recent illness of their youngest son Alex. Halbert. They wish to avail themselves of this 

opportunity and the courtesy of this paper to thank those who have sympathized with them in 

their deep distress. 

        Mono Mills, Nov. 18th, 1918. 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 28-Nov-1918 Page 7, Column 1 

    A memorial service will be held in Mono East Presbyterian church on Sunday, Dec. 8th at 2 

p.m. in honor of late Pte. Jos. Halbert 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 06-Feb-1919 Page 6, Columns 6-7 

KILLED AT CAMBRAI. 

    Mr. John A. Halbert, of Mono Mills, has received a letter from Capt. Leary detailing the 

circumstances under which his brother, Joseph, a former 164th man, met his death.  The letter 

reads as follows: 

                    Germany, January 1, 1919. 

John A. Halbert, Esq., 

        Mono Mills, Ont., 

Dear Mr. Halbert, -- 

    The evident loss of my last letter acquainting you with the circumstances under which your 
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brother nobly paid the supreme sacrifice, is a matter of considerable pain to me and I trust, both 

it and his personal effects have reached you before now. 

    While the battery was heavily engaged in the struggle for Cambrai and the enemy, while 

practically smashed, had thrown forward all his reserves to hold on if possible, we were ordered 

to take up defensive position in a sunken road about two hundred yards northwest of the small 

town of Hayencourt.  The shelling and bombing was very bad and many of the boys with your 

brother nobly gave their lives for the cause. 

    Joe was buried in the Canadian cemetery in Hayencourt, and all his personal effects were sent 

to you through the official channel.  Please let me know if you have received them. 

    I am, very sincerely yours, 

            CAPT. W. LEARY. 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 16-Oct-1919 Page 3, Column 5 

IN MEMORIAM 

    In ever loving memory of Private Joseph S. Halbert, 2nd C. M. M. G. Bdge., who was killed 

in action at Cambrai the night of October 8th, 1918: -- 

He died in the service of his country 

He sleeps in France with the Empire's best 

There in the glorious morning of their days 

For the Empire's sake they lost all but an Empire's praise 

    Mother, Dad and Brothers. 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 23-Oct-1919 Page 2, Column 7 

IN MEMORIAM 

    In ever loving memory of Private Jos. S. Halbert, 2nd C. M. M. G. Bdge., who was killed in 

action at Cambrai the night of October 8th, 1918: -- 

He Died in the Service of his Country 

  He sleeps in France with the Empire's best and noblest sons. 

These, in the glorious morning of their days 

  For the Empire's sake lost all but an Empire's praise 

    Mother, Dad and Brothers. 

 

HALBERT,  Joseph - Orangeville Banner; 1919-02-06 P6, C6 

HALBERT,  Joseph S. - Orangeville Banner; 1918-10-31 P2, C3 

 

 

https://dufferinmuseum.catalogaccess.com/archives/35100  

Album, Dufferin County Enlistments, WWI, 1914 – 1918 

Catalogue Number: AR-2092-994 

Book of enlistment records compiled by Lord Dufferin Chapter I.O.D.E (IODE) Orangeville, 

recording enlistments of men from Dufferin County in World War 1, many include photographs. 

Service record of each person includes, name, address, age, birthplace, physical attributes, 

https://dufferinmuseum.catalogaccess.com/archives/35100
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religion, when/where enlisted, marital status, service No., rank and unit, allowance from 

patriotic fund, next of kin, date and place of marriage, military experience previous to 

enlistment, history after enlistment, date of death or discharge. 

? Lists Halbert, Joseph D 
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Joseph Dennis Irwin (Amaranth) #663462 

Darlene K Researching 

 

PERSONNEL FILE DOWNLOADED (40 PAGES, ANCESTRY.CA) 
 

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/dufferin-county-war-memorial 

Cenotaph: Orangeville 

 

Dufferin Remembers: Rank: Private; Service #: 663462; CEF 116th Battalion (Ontario 

County); CEF, 165th Battalion (Halton & Dufferin); Died 1918/08/27 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 09-Dec-1915 Page 3, Column 4 

    "Alton" - We learn from reliable sources that Joe Irwin, Leonard Purdon and 

Ern Wilson have enlisted for active service with the Simcoe battalion. We wish the boys a safe 

return. 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 26-Sep-1918 Page 2, Column 2 

DISTRICT CASUALTIES 

            INFANTRY. 

        Killed in Action. 

Corp. A. Skelton, of Toronto, formerly of Grand Valley. 

E. W. McClellan, Shelburne. 

W. Johnston, Elora. 

N. S. Henry, Alliston. 

F. K. Steele, Alliston. 

        Died of Wounds. 

Capt. S. H. Brocklebank, Arthur. 

C. Moss, Belwood. 

R. J. Gray, Chesley. 

        Missing. 

J. D. Irwin, Laurel. 

F. W. Rainey, Grand Valley. 

H. Rimmer, Mt. Forest. 

B. R. Leavens, Bolton. 

H. F. McKechnie, Markdale. 

S. B. Woodbridge, Chesley. 

        Gassed. 

L. Dunbar, Teeswater. 

        Wounded. 

F. Kroll, Orangeville. 

L. M. Scott, Melville Cross. 

G. W. Henry, Melancthon. 

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/dufferin-county-war-memorial
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A. Irwin, Erin. 

W. J. Leech, Fergus. 

J. Cushnie, Mt. Forest. 

F. Dilworth, Elora. 

L. R. Werth, Elora. 

G. W. Graham, Alliston. 

R. H. Sykes, Bondhead. 

T. Chard, Flesherton. 

            ARTILLERY. 

        Gassed. 

A. Mason, Mono Road. 

    Wounded. 

A. M. Lyons, Mt. Forest. 

W. W. Boyce, Bolton. 

            MACHINE GUNS. 

        Killed in Action. 

Pte. Clifford J. Leader, Mono. 

        Wounded. 

G. N. Wright, Chesley. 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 26-Sep-1918 Page 7, Column 2 

JOE IRWIN MISSING. 

    Mrs. John Dudgeon, of Laurel, received word last week that her nephew, Pte. Jos. D. Irwin, 

was officially reported missing.  Irwin had lived with his aunt since childhood.  The missing 

soldier is a cousin of Mr. Irwin Dudgeon and Mrs. Robt. Fife. 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 23-Jan-1919 Page 2, Column 2 

KILLED IN ACTION. 

    Pte. Dennis Joseph Irwin, son of Mrs. Margaret Irwin, John street, has been officially 

reported killed in action.  Deceased, who was first reported missing on Sept. 21st, enlisted with 

the Shelburne company of the 164th Batt., when only 18 years old. He had resided with his aunt 

and uncle, Mrs. J. W. and the late J. W. Dudgeon, of Amaranth, since early childhood.  A 

brother, James, is at present with the army of occupation in Germany. 

 

IRWIN, Dennis Joseph - Orangeville Banner; 1919-01-23 P2, C2 
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Arnold McKim Jackson (Mono) #304213 
McArthur Researching 

 

PERSONNEL FILE DOWNLOADED (34 PAGES, ANCESTRY.CA) 
 

 

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/mono-township-community-

centre-and-memorial-hall 

Cenotaph: Mono Centre Community Hall Plaque (Listed as Orangeville) 

 

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/dufferin-county-war-memorial 

Cenotaph: Orangeville 

 
Dufferin Remembers: Rank: Private; Service #: 304213; Canadian Field Artillery, 9th Brigade, 

33rd Battery; Died 1916/11/05 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 30-Dec-1915 Page 3, Column 7 

"Cardwell" 

    One more of Cardwell's brave lads has joined the colors in the person of George A. Newman. 

He is a husky young man and should make an A one soldier. 

    It is also whispered that Mr. Arnold Jackson, a former Cardwell boy, but at present clerk 

in McWilliam's drug store, is about to join his brother Frank, who is qualifying for a gunner in 

Kingston. 

    The girls around this part say that if the boys don't stop enlisting they are going to kick up a 

row. Cheer up girls, every cloud has a silver lining. 

    Pte. George Jenkins, Pte. Joseph H. Jackson, Jr., and Gunner Frank Jackson spent the 

Christmas holidays under their respective parental roofs. 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 06-Jan-1916 Page 7, Column 4 

Recruiting Notes 

    The Orangeville Company of the Dufferin-Halton battalion will hold its first church parade 

on Sunday morning.  The Company will attend service in St. Andrew's church. 

    About $400 is being raised by the citizens of Alliston to help purchase the property of 

Mrs. Holmes, mother of Pte. Robert Holmes, a returned soldier of that place.  A clear deed of 

the property will be presented to Pte. Holmes. 

    We understand that Messrs. Earl Stevenson, Lester Arnott, Lloyd Patterson and 

Arnold Jackson, four well-known young men, intend leaving town on Monday for Kingston, 

where they expect to join the 33rd Battery, Canadian Field Artillery. 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 27-Jan-1916 Page 7, Column 3 

    Messrs. A. Clowes, John St., and his son, Wm. Clowes, have enlisted in Capt. Green's 

Company of the Dufferin-Halton Battalion. 

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/mono-township-community-centre-and-memorial-hall
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/mono-township-community-centre-and-memorial-hall
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/dufferin-county-war-memorial
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    Mr. Walter Mottershead, son-in-law of Mr. Wm. Harding, has enlisted with the 169th 

Battalion and is in training in Toronto for overseas service. 

    Enlisting Notes - Wm. J. Penney and Ernest Richardson, of Laurel, who enlisted with the 

95th Battalion two or three months ago have been transferred to the Signal Corps and are now 

learning field signalling. 

    Party for Soldiers - Mr. Fred and Miss Jennie Atkinson gave a delightful party at their fine 

home on Monday night in honor of the boys of the 33rd Battery who were home from Kingston 

on their last leave of absence before taking their departure for England.  The guests present 

were Dr. and Mrs. Carson, Dr. and Mrs. Bowles, Mr. and Mrs. F. Crozier, Mrs. Dahl, 

Mrs. Modeland, Misses Jennie Keith, Birdie Leighton, Gertie Jackson, Daisy Morrison, 

Miss Fisher, Vera Hogg, Tillie Harmon, Ruth Shaw, Ruby Allen, Clara Hulse, Gladys Hogg, 

Irene Henry, Miss McWilliam, Elsie Dods, Mae Allen, Bertha Allen, Edith Robinson, 

Ina Allen, Greta Golden, Mae Harmon and Kate Harmon, Gunners Hutch Keith, 

Lloyd Patterson, Percy Leighton, Frank and Arnold Jackson, Earl Stevenson, 

Lester Arnott and Bert Booth, Lieuts. Charlie Morrison and Ewart Macpherson, Ptes. 

Jas. Dawson and A. Dods and Messrs. Fred Lewis, Allen Fisher, Neil McWilliam, Eastwood, 

W. Henry, M. E. Henry, Charlie Hulse, R. Heard, G. E. Goldring, Walter Dahl and 

Ivan Fleming. 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 23-Mar-1916 Page 2, Column 4 

Doing Their Share 

    Ten Orangeville homes have done their share in sending recruits to the front.  Here are the 

names : -- D. Machperson 3; Blaney McGuire 3; Harry Endacott 3; Mrs. (Dr.) Lewis 3; Vance 

A. Statia 3; D. B. Brown 2; Mrs. French 2; S. Jenkins 2; Pearsons 2; Joseph Jackson 2.  It 

will thus been seen that in ten homes in the county town have furnished 25 recruits. A record 

hard to beat. -- Shelburne Free Press 

    This is assuredly a good record, but it is by no means complete.  Messrs. J. W. Aiken and 

John Kilpatrick each have three sons in khaki, G. A. Leighton has two sons who have enlisted, 

Col. Preston and his older son, Gerald, are overseas, and Rich. Sanderson and one of his sons 

have donned the king's uniform.  Mr. Ambrose Clowes and his son William are both in training 

with the Orangeville Company of the 164th. 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 16-Nov-1916 Page 2, Column 3 

DIED OF WOUNDS 

Death of Gunner Arnold Jackson Reported on Monday 
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    "Deeply regret to inform you 304213 Gunner Arnold McKim Jackson, artillery, officially 

reported died of wounds Nov. 5th, 1916." 

    This was the message flashed over the wires from Ottawa on Monday that brought to Mr. and 

Mrs. Jos. H. Jackson, of Cardwell, the first and only intimation so far received of the death of 

their son.  Arnold, another of the gallant Canadian boys who have sacrificed their lives in the 

great struggle against Kaiserism and brutal German militarism.  Word of the death of the young 

soldier spread rapidly and created profound grief; for he was a general favorite, and a young 

man with many warm friends.  Before enlisting he was a drug clerk in McWilliam's drug store, 

and was therefore almost as well known in Orangeville as in his home neighborhood. He was 

21 years of age and joined the 33rd Battery at Kingston last January, leaving ton about the same 

time as Hutch Keith, Earl Stevenson and several other local boys who are now doing good 

service at the front.  Jackson went overseas with a draft about the middle of February, left 

England for the front on July 14th, and had been in the thick of the fighting most of the time 

since.  When he last wrote home he was feeling well, but stated he had been in the hospital for 

four days with trench fever. He was a fine, manly young fellow, who went to his duty gamely 

and cheerfully.  How or when he was wounded is not yet known, but particulars will probably 

reach his parents in due time.  A brother, Gunner Frank Jackson, who enlisted three months 

earlier, is at the front with the artillery. Another brother, Reggie, and a sister, Gertie, are at 

home.  Mr. and Mrs. Jackson and family have the sympathy of the community in their great 

loss. 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 16-Nov-1916 Page 6, Column 3 

A MEMORIAL SERVICE 

    A memorial service for the late Gr. Arnold Jackson, who gave his life for his country, will be 

held in Herald Angel Church on Sunday, Nov. 19th, at 3 o'clock. 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 23-Nov-1916 Page 2, Column 3 

STRUCK BY SHARPNEL 

Frank Jackson Tells How His Brother Arnold Was Killed 

    Miss Vera Hogg has just received a letter from Franklyn Jackson, brother of the late Gunner 

Arnold Jackson, in which the writer gives the following details concerning his brother's death: 

    "Arnold and I and the rest of the drivers were going up the line mounted when the enemy 

started shelling us.  Shells were bursting all around and we halted.  Just as we stopped another 

one burst at the front of the column and a piece of shrapnel pierced his back, passing right 

file:///E:/2022-08%20Backup/Documents/Jan%20Old%20Computer/My%20Webs/OntarioObits/genealogy/dufferin/WWIimages/19161116JACKSON.JPG
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through his body.  He neither spoke nor moved and did not fall from his horse.  The fellow 

behind called to him and he did not answer.  He had spoken his last.  He was hurried to a 

dressing station close by and from there to a clearing station. I think he must have died in the 

ambulance. I hurried down to the ambulance, but poor Arnold had breathed his last long before 

I got to him. 

    Well, Vera, he died doing his duty and he died a hero's death, which is more than some of the 

fellows can say. He was buried yesterday afternoon in a little town near here and a Canadian 

Chaplain officiated. He belongs to the battalion Mervin Leighton is in .... I will be very 

lonesome indeed and will miss him very much as we always bunked together and looked out for 

each other.  Now he is taken away and I am left almost alone, but he is happy and free of the 

hardships which we endure in the army.  He died bravely for his King and Country and it is an 

honorable death." 

    With his letter Frank enclosed a page of a letter which Arnold had started to write to 

Miss Hogg, but had not been able to finish. 
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MEMORIAL SERVICE 

Large Congregation at Herald Angel Church on Sunday Afternoon. 

Gunner Arnold Jackson Remembered in Solemn Service. 

    A very large congregation attended the memorial service held in Herald Angel Church, at 

Cardwell, on Sunday afternoon for Gunner Arnold Jackson, son of Mr. and Mrs. Jos. 

H. Jackson. The edifice was crowded to the doors and many people were unable to get in at 

all.  The death of the young soldier has made a profound impression in his home neighborhood 

where he was known and liked by everyone, and deep, sincere and heartfelt were the 

expressions of regret and sympathy for the sorrowing family and relatives.  The rector, Rev. H. 

A. Meek, delivered an impressive discourse fro the passage of the 46th Psalm, "Be still and 

know that I am God." 

    There were, he said, time in life when the thought of this text forced itself upon the people as 

an answer to the tumultuous thoughts and emotions that distubed them and agonized their 

souls.  Such an occasion was the present, when a young, pure, noble and strong life had been 

suddenly taken away.  Arnold Jackson had lived a straightforward, manly life and enjoyed the 

respect and confidence of everybody.  Always keenly desirous to enlist there came a time when 

he could no longer resist the call and in February last he donned khaki and now he had given his 

life for his country.  He was at rest in a distant land, his grave marked possibly by a little white 

cross - a double witness to the abominable treachery of the iniquitous Hun and "the sacrifice of 

a noble life for you and me."  As we think of these men offering their lives at their country's 

call, we should bear in mind that it is for us that they are dying -- for the women, the children, 

the old men, the rejected, the stay-at-homes, those who could go if they would but are content to 

let the other fellow fight and suffer and die.  The preacher exhorted his hearers to be willing to 

make their sacrifice if called upon.  As citizens they should live lives that would not be a 

mockery to the faith the men who had gone to the front were placing in them.  They should do 

their utmost to build up the Canada for which these young soldiers are dying.  Through this 
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great calamity God was calling men to account for the way they had played fast and loose with 

His holy mandates. 

    We read the casualty columns in the daily papers and we discuss the war situation, but what is 

the measure of our gratitude and admiration for these men who have thus paid the price for 

freedom and independence.  The speaker depicted God as the Great Comforter, ready to sustain 

the aching and smitten heart, to wipe away the tears, to bless and solace those who mourn, a 

God who has proved that he comforts by the Cross and all that it means.  The closing thought of 

Mr. Meek's earnest discourse was that God is always the same and His promises always the 

same.  God was faithful still and would not suffer his people to be tried beyond what they were 

able to bear.  With every trial and temptation there was provided a means of escape through 

faith and the meditation of Jesus Christ. 
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A TRUE SOLDIER 

And Popular With His Officers and Comrades 

Officers Express Sympathy With Family of Late Gunner Arnold Jackson 

    Mr. and Mrs. Jos. Jackson, parents of the late Gunner Arnold Jackson, have received the 

following letters from Lieut. McGillivray, of the young soldier's battery, and 

Chaplain Wayman, who conducted the burial service: 

                                    France, Nov. 6, 1916. 

Dear Madam. -- 

    Before this letter reaches Canada you will have received the saddest news a mother can 

receive -- the news of the death of her son.  Arnold was a good boy and a soldier in every sense 

of the word and one of the most popular with his officers, non-commissioned officers and 

fellow men. The blow is truly a sad one to you, his relatives and all who knew him, but what is 

more noble than dying for our King, our Country and the protection of our loved ones at home. 

    Arnold met his death bravely, carrying ammunition to the guns on a sector of the greatest 

battlefield this world has ever known.  He died in the ambulance on the way to the dressing 

station and was buried with a soldier's honors and his brother, Frank, and his most intimate 

friends beside him. 

    God knows best how sad and heavy are our hearts, but your mind rests in supreme 

confidence that your son made the greatest sacrifice and died nobly for his King, Country and 

freedom of loved ones at home and his name is engraved forever on the Roll of Honor. 

    Please convey my sincere sympathy to his family and all his friends in Canada.  Believe me 

to be 

                        Yours most sincerely, 

                            LESTER McGILLIVRAY 

Lieut. 33rd Battery, C.E.F. 

                                        November 6, 1916. 

Dear Mrs. Jackson. 

    I feel that I must write to express my sympathy with you in the bereavement you have 

suffered through the death of your son, Gunner A. M. Jackson, whom I buried this 
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afternoon.  It must be some consolation to you to know that he gave his life for a noble cause 

and no man could die a better death.  I am sure that God must have a rich reward in store for 

those who have made the supreme sacrifice in the cause of righteousness.  It is also a comfort to 

know that he received a Christian burial and that his body is resting in a quiet little cemetery 

surrounded by brave comrades.  If you could see the sights which those at the front have see 

you would be very thankful for this small comfort. 

    I pray that God may support you under what I know must be a very heavy blow and that your 

other son may soon be restored to you in safety.  With all good wishes believe 

me.                    Very Sincerely Yours, 

                                        CAPT. J. W. WAYMAN 

                                            Chaplain of the 87th Batt. 

                                    Canadian Grenadier Guards. 
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    Mrs. W. Mottershead received a cable on Tuesday which stated that her husband 

Sergt. Mottershead had left for France on Sunday, February 11th. 

    Gunner Harry Mossop, eldest son of Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Mossop, of John street who 

enlisted last May with "C" battery, Kingston, was home on his last leave recently.  He goes 

overseas next month. 

    Word has reached his brothers and sisters in Toronto that John Menary, a former Orangeville 

boy, has been wounded in action on the Western front.  Menary is a war veteran, having served 

in the second Riel Rebellion and also in the South African war.  He is the son of the late Mr. and 

Mrs. Wm. Menary of this town. 

    Major Massie, one of the officers in command of the 33rd Battery, of which the late Gunner 

Arnold Jackson was a member, was in town last Friday, coming here specially for the purpose 

of making a visit to Gunner Jackson's parents, Mr. and Mrs. Jos. Jackson, of 

Cardwell.  Major Massie has only recently returned from overseas and has many thrilling 

incidents to relate of the battle of the Somme.  He says that Gunner Jackson was the only 

member of the Battery killed or wounded in this particular action. 
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HONOR ROLL UNVEILED. 

Impressive Service in St. Mark's Church on Sunday. 

    A congregation which filled the building to its capacity gathered in St. Mark's church last 

Sunday to witness the unveiling and dedicating of a very beautiful Honor Roll and two large 

flags which were hung from either side of the chancel arch.  The Mayor and the town council 

were present as a body and large representations from the Daughters of the Empire and other 

Patriotic Societies.  The central portion of the church was reserved for them and also for the 

immediate relatives of those at the front.  After the ante-communion service a special hymn for 

the dedication of gifts to the church was sung.  The rector then proceeded to where the Honor 

Roll stood at the front of the chancel and in a few words explained how and why it had been 

procured.  The Roll was then unveiled by Sheriff Endacott who briefly expressed his 
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gratification at the honor which he felt was his.  The rector then read the prayer of dedication, 

saying, "On behalf of the congregation of St. Mark's church, I dedicate this Honor Roll, and 

these flags to the glory of God and as a tribute to the bravery and devotion of the men of this 

parish who enlisted with the King's forces; in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Ghost. Amen." 

    The flags themselves formed the text of the sermon, which followed.  Mr. Howitt said in 

part: "It is not unfitting that on this occasion we consider what lessons these flags have to teach 

us. The naval flag which flies on all the ships in the King's navy, reminds us of what we owe 

today to the magnificent service of the British navy.  The naval ensign is also a particularly 

appropriate flag with its red cross of St. George, to be hung in the chancel of a Church of 

England."  The story of the Union Jack was then told; how it was formed of the three national 

Jacks of England, Scotland and Ireland, and why these three countries respectively adopted the 

three patron saints, St. George, St. Andrew and St. Patrick. The rector then called attention to 

the fact that the tri cross is the distinctive Christian symbol, and thus the flag of the Empire is 

also a try-ply Christian flag.  Finally he dwelt upon the meaning of the colors of the flag; Red, 

which reminds us of the sacrifices which have been and are being made for all that this old flag 

stands for; sacrifices which in themselves point to that greatest sacrifice of all, when the Son of 

God "gave Himself a ransom for many."  White, which is the color of purity, bidding us put 

away all sins and impurities whether individual or national.  Blue, the color of heaven, which 

tells us that heaven is very close at hand, and bids us so live that we may inherit heaven 

hereafter. 

    During the offertory Miss Bessie Lewis sang very beautifully "Father Guide our Nation."  It 

was a service, the memory of which will linger long in the hearts of those who were present. 

    The following is a complete list of those whose names appear on the Honor Roll: 

    Pte. A. I. Aiken, Gnr. J. M. Aiken, Pte. H. Ainsworth, Pte. R. Allen, Pte. H. Anderson, 

Sergt. R. H. Armstrong, Pte. M. Bailey, Pte. J. Bansley, Capt. R. J. Bennett, Gnr. W. A. 

H. Booth, Pte. H. Boswell, Corp. H. Bull Pte. H. Burridge, Pte. J. Busby, Pte. M. Byard, Pte. 

L. Cavers, Pte. G. Cheney, Pte. A. Clowes, Sergt. W. Clowes, Sergt. R. J. Collins, Pte. 

D. Darraugh, Sergt. T. J. Dawson (M. M.), Lance-Corp. J. L. Eastwood, Pte. F. Ellis, Capt. G. 

M. Endacott, Capt. A. H. Firth, Gnr. H. A. Firth, Pte. J. E. Freeman, Capt. E. A. Fremlin, 

Pte. E. Gibbs, Sergt. Gibbons, Miss G. Halbert (V. A. D.), Gnr. H. Halbert, Gnr. R. Halbert, 

Pte. W. Haslam, Gnr. J. Haslman, Pte. W. J. Hambly, Lieut. R. Hartle, Pte. A. Hayes, Sergt. 

G. Hayes, Pte. O. Hayes, Pte. E. Hewson, Bdr. S. Hughes, Gunr. A. Jackson, Gnr. F. Jackson, 

Sergt. J. E. Jessop, Pte. G. M. Kearns, Pte. H. King, Pte. G. W. King, Pte. W. Lackey, Gnr. H. 

E. Laverty, Dr. H. L. Laverty, Pte. M. G. Leeson, Corp. J. M. Leighton, Gnr. W. P. Leighton, 

Lieut. F. I. Lewis, Lieut. H. S. Lewis (Croix de Guerre), Lieut. W. A. Lewis (M. C.), Capt. 

L. McCarthy, Pte. J. McCulloch, Sergt. A. McGowan, Lieut. D. McLaren, Pte. J. McLaren, 

Lance-Corp. J. McKiterick, Pte. G. Martin, Pte. W. Matson, Dr. C. Morrison, Gnr. 

L. Morrison, Pte. G. H. Neil, Gnr. R. Neil, Capt. R. A. Nielson, Lt.-Col. J. A. V. Preston, Capt. 

J. F. Preston (mentioned for valuable services), Pte. J. Quigley, Lieut. G. E. Robinson, Sergt. 

R. Robinson, Pte. R. Sanderson, Pte. J. R. Sanderson, Pte. W. Saunders, Pte. E. A. Stuckey, 

Cadet P. Take, Pte. H. Thomas, Pte. W. Thomas, Pte. G. West, Gnr. A. Williams, Pte. 
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J. Williams, Pte. A. Woodland, Pte. H. Worts, Major C. R. Yates, Flight Sub-Lieut. H. W. 

N.(Yates?). 

 

JACKSON, Arnold - Orangeville Banner; 1916-11-16 P2, C3 

JACKSON, Arnold - Orangeville Banner; 1916-11-23 P2, C3 

 

https://dufferinmuseum.catalogaccess.com/archives/35100  

Album, Dufferin County Enlistments, WWI, 1914 – 1918 

Catalogue Number: AR-2092-994 

Book of enlistment records compiled by Lord Dufferin Chapter I.O.D.E (IODE) Orangeville, 

recording enlistments of men from Dufferin County in World War 1, many include photographs. 

Service record of each person includes, name, address, age, birthplace, physical attributes, 

religion, when/where enlisted, marital status, service No., rank and unit, allowance from 

patriotic fund, next of kin, date and place of marriage, military experience previous to 

enlistment, history after enlistment, date of death or discharge. 
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Samuel Joseph Jackson (Mono) #700068 
McArthur Researching 

 

PERSONNEL FILE DOWNLOADED (46 PAGES, ANCESTRY.CA) 
 

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/mono-township-community-

centre-and-memorial-hall 

Cenotaph: Mono Centre Community Hall Plaque (Listed as Mono Mills) 

 

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/mono-mills-cenotaph 

Cenotaph: Mono Mills 

 

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/dufferin-county-war-memorial 

Cenotaph: Orangeville 

 

Dufferin Remembers: Rank: Private; Service #: 700068; CMR, 2nd Battalion; Died 1917/04/09 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 16-Dec-1915 Page 6, Column 5 

Enlisting Notes 

    Harry Cooney, of Laurel, has enlisted with the Dufferin-Halton Battalion. 

    Fred Morrison, a former Orangeville boy, has enlisted in one of the Toronto Battalions. 

    Two of the four sons of Mr. John Kilpatrick have already enlisted and the other two are 

preparing to enlist. 

    Lieut.-Col Domville, the commanding officer of the Dufferin-Halton battalion, is expected in 

Orangeville today. 

    R. B. McGuire, second son of Mr. and Mrs. B. McGuire and brother of the late Lieut. 

Harry McGuire, is one of the some thirty University students who have been selected as 

officers in Kitchener's army. They may sail for England before the New Year. 

    A well attended patriotic meeting was held at Camilla on Monday night.  Rev. A. 

J. Fowlie acted as chairman.  Addresses were given by Capt. Green, Mr. Geo. D. Lewis, of 

Orangeville, Trooper Allen, of the Strathcona Horse, Rev. H. A. Meek, Reeve Marshall, 

Depty-reeve, T. J. Parks and Mr. W. A. Henry. 

    The following men have already enlisted in the Orangeville Co. of the new Dufferin-Halton 

regiment.  Sergt. Finlay McGillivray, Ptes. Ewart Macpherson, Arthur Winterton, 

George Jenkins, Joseph Jackson, Willie Wellwood, Frank Ellis, John Scott, Alvin Scott, 

Angus Crawford, Harry Cooney. 

    Wm. Banks, of the Royal Canadian Horse Artillery, now in training at Kingston, wishes to 

thank the ladies of Orangeville, and especially Mrs. H. A. Dorrance, for their kindness in 

forwarding him a well stocked box of comforts.  Before enlisting Mr. Banks was employed 

with Wm. Dedrick, the West Broadway blacksmith. 

    Capt. R. J. Bennett, an old officer of the Orangeville Company of the 36th, is busy enlisting 

men for the 127th Wellington battalion, which is being recruited by Lieut.-Col. J. J. Craig, of 

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/mono-township-community-centre-and-memorial-hall
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/mono-township-community-centre-and-memorial-hall
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/mono-mills-cenotaph
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/dufferin-county-war-memorial


75 
 

Fergus. Capt. Bennett is throwing himself into the work with characteristic enthusiasm and 

reports that he has secured quite a number of men. 

    Capt. Lester Green, recruiting officer for the new Dufferin-Halton battalion, reports excellent 

progress in the matter of securing recruits.  Already upwards of 40 men have enlisted in 

Orangeville, Shelburne and Grand Valley.  Enquiries are being received daily and there is every 

prospect that a large number of men will enlist in the next couple of weeks. 

    The Orangeville Company of the new Dufferin-Halton battalion has already commenced 

active training.  Temporary headquarters have been recured in the vacant store immediately 

west of the Banner Office.  Uniforms for 100 men are expected this week.  The ladies are 

already showing their interest by undertaking to fit up a club room in the flat over Mayor 

Campbell's dental office.  The club will be known as the Khaki Club. 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 23-Dec-1915 Page 3, Column 2 

"Cardwell" 

    Cardwell to the front!  The young men of Cardwell have shown that there are no yellow 

streaks in them by the way they have flocked to the colors.  It's the young men to fight, the old 

men to pay and the women to knit. Already seven from Herald Angel Church have enlisted for 

active service and the prospects are bright for more to follow. Those who have signed up are: -- 

Fred Robertson, Sidney Arnott, John Thompson, Frank Jackson, George Jenkins, 

Joseph Jackson and Willie Waters. 

    The Patriotic Concert held in the schoolhouse in aid of the Red Cross was a decided success, 

the proceeds amounting to $32.00. 

    On the following Thursday evening about thirty of the patriotic people from Cardwell 

journeyed down to Mono College and helped to swell the proceeds as well as taking the most 

prominent part in the programme. 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 23-Dec-1915 Page 3, Column 4 

"Mono Mills" - Mr. Samuel Jackson, of Moosomin, Man., has enlisted for overseas 

service.  Mr. Jackson is well known here being a son of Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Jackson. 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 23-Mar-1916 Page 2, Column 4 

Doing Their Share 

    Ten Orangeville homes have done their share in sending recruits to the front.  Here are the 

names : -- D. Machperson 3; Blaney McGuire 3; Harry Endacott 3; Mrs. (Dr.) Lewis 3; Vance 

A. Statia 3; D. B. Brown 2; Mrs. French 2; S. Jenkins 2; Pearsons 2; Joseph Jackson 2.  It 

will thus been seen that in ten homes in the county town have furnished 25 recruits. A record 

hard to beat. -- Shelburne Free Press 

    This is assuredly a good record, but it is by no means complete.  Messrs. J. W. Aiken and 

John Kilpatrick each have three sons in khaki, G. A. Leighton has two sons who have enlisted, 

Col. Preston and his older son, Gerald, are overseas, and Rich. Sanderson and one of his sons 

have donned the king's uniform.  Mr. Ambrose Clowes and his son William are both in training 

with the Orangeville Company of the 164th. 
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Orangeville Banner dated 03-May-1917 Page 7, Column 4 

MILITARY NOTES 

    We understand that Major R. J. Bennett, a former Orangeville man, did not accompany the 

153rd Battalion, when it went overseas a few weeks ago. 

    Joseph Grainger, son of Henry Grainger, of Honeywood, is laid up at Bramshott Hospital, 

England, with a broken ankle.  He was run over by an auto truck. 

    Norman Little, of Gainsboro, Sask., was wounded recently.  Before her marriage the 

wounded man's mother was Miss Cotton, a sister of Richard Cotton, of Violet Hill, and 

Mrs. Martin, of Shelburne. 

    Samuel Jackson, of the Canadian Mounted Rifles, is reported missing since April 9th.  The 

missing man is a son of Mr. William Jackson, of Mono Mills.  He enlisted in the West and went 

overseas in July 1916. 

    Harry A. Park, son of Mr. William Park, of East Garafraxa, who enlisted with the Princess 

Pats several months ago, has been wounded in the recent fighting in France.  The young soldier 

is a nephew of Mr. John Park, of this town. 

    Pte. Chester Pettitt, of Ballycroy, has been officially reported killed on April 9th.  Pettitt, 

who is a brother of Messrs. Jos. and Robert Pettit, and Mrs. Storey, of Adjala, enlisted in the 

West where he had lived for several years. 

    It was officially announced last week that the 164th Battalion had arrived safely in 

England.  The Vancouver Highlanders, the 227th Battalion of Hamilton, the 210th Battalion of 

Moose Jaw and several drafts crossed at the same time. 

    Mrs. A. P. Bradley received word recently that her husband, who was formerly connected 

with the Royal Bank in Grand Valley, had been wounded in France on April 

9th.  Mr. Bradley enlisted in Vancouver and went overseas last August.  He had been in the 

trenches only about six weeks when wounded. 

    Friends of Harry Goodall, a one-time Dufferin lacrosse player, will regret to learn of the 

death of his six year old daughter, Dorothy, at their home at Zelandia, Sask.  Mr. Goodall, who 

enlisted for overseas service was at Halifax, about to embark with his battalion when the sad 

news reached him. 

    Gunner Harry Stewart Lewis, second son of Mrs. Lewis, Third Avenue, has been decorated 

with the French Croix De Guerre for brilliant service in action.  Gunner Lewis enlisted with the 

Royal Canadian Horse Artillery early in the war and went overseas with the First 

Contingent.  he is a son of the late Dr. F. W. Lewis, formerly M.P.P. for Dufferin. 

    Thos. J. Glassford who enlisted in the Royal Canadian Naval Volunteer Reserve at 

Saskatoon this spring, is spending a couple of weeks leave of absence visiting his mother, Mrs. 

J. J. Glassford, of Caledon, before leaving for the east to go aboard a training 

ship.  Mr. Glassford was in town on Monday looking smart and trim in his sailor's uniform.  He 

went West two years ago. 

    Lieut. J. F. McLaren, a son of Mr. J. A. McLaren, 365 Spadina Avenue, Toronto, died 

recently from wounds sustained in the fighting at Vimy Ridge.  A brother, Major 

William McLaren, who fell at Courcelette was married shortly before he went to France to 
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Miss Brown of Hamilton, a sister of Mrs. Howitt, wife of Rev. A. H. Howitt, rector of St. 

Mark's church. 

    Mrs. A. D. McKitrick received word on Tuesday that her brother, Pte. W. A. Browne, had 

been wounded on April 14th and is now in No. 3 Hospital at Boulogne.  The wounded soldier 

enlisted with the Western Universities Battalion, the 196th, and went overseas last 

November.  After his arrival in England he was transferred to the 46th and went to France 

shortly after the New Year. 

    Albert Hoskins, an Alton boy, was killed in the fighting at Vimy Ridge on April 

9th.  Hoskins enlisted in August 1914 shortly after war was declared and went overseas with 

the First Contingent.  He was wounded at St. Julien and spent about a year in the hospital, 

returning to the trenches again after his recovery.  He was about 21 years of age. His mother and 

two sisters, who reside in Alton, have the heartfelt sympathy of the community in their 

bereavement. 

    The mane of Pte. R. G. Jeffers, a brother of Mr. C. V. Jeffers, appeared among the wounded 

in the official casualty lists on Tuesday of last week.  Pte. Jeffers enlisted with the 137th, a 

Calgary battalion, in June 1916, went overseas in August and crossed to France last 

December.  Mr. C. V. Jeffers received a card from his brother, dated April 8th, stating that he 

was then well, so that he was probably wounded in the fighting on April 9th, the day following. 

    Lieut. Wm. Wallace, a son of Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Wallace, of Toronto, formerly of 

Orangeville, has been awarded the Military Cross for gallantry displayed during the first 

Canadian attack on Vimy Ridge on March 15th. Lieut. Wallace was for five years a member of 

the Daily Star editorial staff.  At the commencement of the war he took out a commission in the 

84th Battalion and has been at the front since last autumn.  He was slightly wounded in action 

last October. 

    Mr. F. A. Falconer received word Tuesday night that his nephew, Harold 

Falconer McConnell, son of Mr. and Mrs. D. McConnell, of Hillsburg, has been killed in 

action on the western front.  The young soldier enlisted in Owen Sound with the first Grey 

County Battalion and went overseas last year.  he had been in the trenches since the 22nd of 

March. Friends here have not received any particulars as to the circumstances under which he 

was killed.  The young man's father is a cousin of Messrs. Wm., R. J., and John McConnell, of 

this town. Mrs. McConnell is a sister of Mr. Falconer. 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 17-May-1917 Page 3, Column 4 

MONO MILLS 

    No particulars have yet been received by Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Jackson, regarding their son, 

Samuel Jackson of the Mounted Rifles, who was reported missing some weeks ago. 

    We are pleased to learn that Pte. Norman Welwood, reported wounded a few weeks ago is 

recovering. 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 19-Sep-1918 Page 3, Column 3 

MONO MILLS 

    A number of the people of the community gathered together on Friday evening of last week at 
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the home of Mr. and Mrs. George Lee, of Adjala, to spend a few hours with their son, Trooper 

Maurice Lee, R. C. D., previous to his leaving for service overseas.  During the evening Mr. 

John A. Vance, who was requested to act as chairman, assembled those who were present for a 

short program and called on Mr. George McCulloch to read the following address, Miss 

Olive Holmes presenting Trooper Lee with a wrist watch and fountain pen.  Mr. Lee's reply 

was followed by a number of short speeches by Mr. John E. Jackson, Mr. Cecil Welwood, and 

Mr. Geo. Lee, and music by the Misses Lyness, the program closing with the National Anthem. 

The address was as follows: 

    It was with very confused emotions that we learned of your intention to leave us and embark 

upon a military career. 

    On the one hand we regret very much to see you go for you have been continually in our 

midst and have endeared yourself to the whole community.  Your example has almost invariably 

been on behalf of the right and  your influence has been an inspiration to others.  We regret 

exceedingly that young men like yourself -- all too youthful and all too much needed at home -- 

should have to go overseas to fight. 

    On the other hand we are glad to see you go and take your place beside so many other brave 

lads and we sincerely trust your splendid upbringing and Christian spirit will help them in their 

moral battles.  We are proud of your example in this matter.  We are proud of your parents who 

sacrifice so much in your going.  We shall owe you all a deep debt of gratitude.  We sincerely 

trust that God will spare you, after having done your duty, to return to us.  May He bless and 

protect you.  As an insignificant token of our appreciation of your service, kindly accept this 

wrist watch and fountain pen; may they ever remind you of friends who constantly think of you. 

    Signed -- Rev. A. C. McCallum, Geo. Patterson, Jno. A. Vance. 

    Mono Mills, Sept. 13, 1918 

    A memorial service will be held in the Anglican church, Mono Mills, on Sunday morning 

next commencing at 11 o'clock (new time) for the late Trooper Samuel Jackson and at 3 o'clock 

in the afternoon for the late Pte. Reginald Maples, at St. John's church, Mono. 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 19-Sep-1918 Page 6, Column 3 

MONO EAST PARISH. 

    A memorial service will be held in St. John's church, Mono Mills, on Sunday next at 11 a.m. 

for the late Pte. Samuel Jackson.  A memorial service will also be held in St. John's church, 

Mono, at 3.30 p.m. in honor of the late Pte. Reginald Maples.  Service and Holy Communion 

will be held in St. Paul's church at 7p.m. 
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Robert Charles Jamieson (Mono) #907977 
Janice G Researching 

 
PERSONNEL FILE DOWNLOADED (32 PAGES, ANCESTRY.CA) 

 

 
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/mono-township-community-

centre-and-memorial-hall 

Cenotaph: Mono Centre Community Hall Plaque (Listed as Rosemont) 

 

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/dufferin-county-war-memorial 

Cenotaph: Orangeville 

 
Dufferin Remembers: Rank: Private; Service #: 907977; Canadian Machine Gun Crops, 1st 

Bn.; Died 1918/08/30  

 

Orangeville Banner dated 04-Nov-1915 Page 1, Column 4 

    Corp. Bert Jamieson, Flesherton's returned soldier, who was gassed at St. Julien, was given a 

public reception in the auditorium of Flesherton High School. 

    Reg. Burgess, blacksmith, and Cecil Stewart, of the Union Bank Staff, Dundalk, have 

enlisted with the 31st. Regt. quota at Owen Sound for active service. 

    The Minister of Militia has given his consent to the organization of a Simcoe County 

Battalion. Committees have been appointed at a number of centres throughout the county and 

the work of recruiting for the new battalion will be proceeded with forthwith. 

    John McLellan, of West Garafraxa has received word from the Militia Department that his 

son Pte. Ernest McLellan was wounded on October 14. The young soldier, who is suffering 

from a gun wound in the head, is in the Red Cross Hospital at Etaples in France. 

    Pte. Hales, of the 33rd Battalion, London, has seven sons, seven nephews, seven brothers-in-

law and two sons-in-law at present fighting for Great Britain. His youngest son, who is but 

seventeen years of age, attempted to join one of the units the other day but was prohibited on 

account of his age. 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 19-Sep-1918 Page 2, Column 4 

DISTRICT CASUALTIES 

            ROYAL AIR FORCE. 

        Missing. 

Lieut. R. Pattullo, Toronto, formerly of Orangeville. 

            INFANTRY. 

        Killed in Action. 

Lt. C. C. Henderson, Orangeville. 

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/mono-township-community-centre-and-memorial-hall
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/mono-township-community-centre-and-memorial-hall
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/dufferin-county-war-memorial
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T. J. Johnston, Horning's Mills. 

A. C. Whitelaw, Fergus. 

C. E. Mason, Brampton. 

W. V. Coward, Kleinburg. 

        Died of Wounds. 

R. E. Ewing, Laurel. 

F. J. Clancy, Markdale.    

        Wounded. 

Pte. Allan Cameron, Orangeville. 

Pte. F. Smith, Orangeville. 

E. Maguire, Grand Valley. 

L. C. Hodgson, Mansfield. 

S. F. Hunter, Horning's Mills. 

G. Yokum, Hornings Mills. 

John Morrison, Elba. 

W. D. Gordon, Mount Forest. 

J. F. Noonan, Mount Forest. 

Corp. F. W. Johnston, Mt. Forest. 

J. Shannon, Mt. Forest. 

C. F. Steele, Fergus. 

W. R. Buchanan, Flesherton. 

J. L. Freeborn, Markdale. 

Sergt. J. J. Duncan, Dundalk. 

J. M. McKay, Chatsworth. 

B. Bowie, Chesley. 

E. R. Jackson, Teeswater. 

Capt. B. Charlton, Ilderton. 

C. S. Williams, Schomberg. 

J. McCarthy, Brampton. 

A. E. Terry, Brampton. 

H. J. Speirs, Brampton. 

H. J. Giles, Brampton. 

W. D. Norval, Brampton. 

        Gassed. 

N. W. Byard, Orangeville. 

H. Johnston, Alton. 

E. W. Sime, Corbetton.        

            ARTILLERY 

        Gassed. 

Gnr. Verrol Dedrich, Orangeville. 

            FORESTRY CORPS. 

        Died. 
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J. A. McCullough, Fergus. 

            MACHINE GUNS. 

        Died of Wounds. 

R. C. Jamieson, Rosemont. 

A. Miller, Elora. 

        Wounded. 

Pte. Auric Aiken, Orangeville. 

J. J. Morrison, Rosemont. 

Sergt. A. L. Downs, Elora. 

        Gassed. 

J. W. Hunter, Brampton.    

            MEDICAL SERVICES. 

        Wounded. 

S. Hamilton, Shelburne. 

            ENGINEERS. 

        Wounded. 

A. T. B. Smart, Charleston. 

            MOUNTED RIFLES. 

        Killed in Action. 

J. Watt, Alliston. 

        Wounded. 

Pte. Robt. E. Allen, Orangeville. 

--------------------------------- 

R. JAMIESON KILLED. 

    A telegram was received by his mother recently announcing he death from wounds on August 

30th of Robert Jamieson, son of Mrs. Robert Jamieson and brother of Hilliard Jamieson and 

Mrs. John Solomon, of Rosemont.  Jamieson enlisted in the West.  Another brother, Ernest, is 

overseas with the Dental Corps. 

 

JAMIESON, R. C.  - Orangeville Banner; 1918-09-19 P2, C4 

JAMIESON, Robert -  Orangeville Banner; 1918-09-26 P2, C2 
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Carver Wilbert Keyes (Mono) #916531 
Janice G Researching 

 
PERSONNEL FILE DOWNLOADED (18 PAGES, ANCESTRY.CA) 

 

 
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/mono-township-community-

centre-and-memorial-hall 

Cenotaph: Mono Centre Community Hall Plaque (Listed as Orangeville) 

 

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/dufferin-county-war-memorial 

Cenotaph: Orangeville 

 
Dufferin Remembers: Rank: Private; Service #: 916531; CEF, 198th (Canadian Bluffs) 

Battalion 

 

Ontario Obits – Dufferin WWI - Nothing in The Orangeville Banner war files I have on hand 

 

Illegal absence, discharge  

 

  

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/mono-township-community-centre-and-memorial-hall
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/mono-township-community-centre-and-memorial-hall
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/dufferin-county-war-memorial
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Reginald Frank “Reg” Maples (Mono) #663780 
Janice G Researching 

 

PERSONNEL FILE DOWNLOADED (38 PAGES, ANCESTRY.CA) 

 

 
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/mono-township-community-

centre-and-memorial-hall 

Cenotaph: Mono Centre Community Hall Plaque (Listed as Mono Mills) 

 

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/mono-mills-cenotaph 

Cenotaph: Mono Mills 

 

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/dufferin-county-war-memorial 

Cenotaph: Orangeville 

 

Dufferin Remembers: Rank: Private; Service #: 663780; CEF, 164th Battalion (Halton & 

Dufferin); CEF, 116th Battalion (Ontario County); Died 1918/08/15 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 05-Oct-1916 Page 7, Column 2 

    Reginald Maples and Ernest Jackson, two well-known young men in the Mono Mills 

vicinity, have enlisted in the 164th, and will leave for Camp Borden shortly. 

    Alex. Fleming, Will Henderson and Harry Firth, three Orangeville young men who enlisted 

in the 67th University Battery a few weeks ago, started for overseas this week. 

    Mr. Sam Firth, a brother of Lt. Alex. Firth, formerly principal of Orangeville public school, 

is second in command of a draft of the 68th Field Battery now training at Petawawa 

Camp.  Mr. Firth enlisted in British Columbia and left for the east with his draft on Sept. 16th. 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 14-Dec-1916 Page 6a, Columns 1-2  (Supplement to the Banner) 

MONO 

    A meeting for the purpose of recruiting for the 164th Dufferin-Halton Battalion was held in 

the English Church Hall here on Thursday evening of last week.  The meeting was well 

attended but coming as it did on the day when the news of the surrender of Bucharest had been 

confirmed, a feeling of depression seemed to prevail. 

    Perhaps the most important feature of the meeting was a resolution expressing the feeling of 

those present regarding the question of "Conscription."  The following is a copy of the 

resolution:  "Moved by Mr. Charles Crombie, seconded by Mr. Wesley Duke, that the feeling 

of those present at this meeting be placed on record to the effect that in the present crisis, when 

the efforts that are being made to obtain recruits in order to maintain the wastage of war, by 

voluntary service have been only partially successful, that a system of conscription would be in 

the best interests of our country." Carried. 

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/mono-township-community-centre-and-memorial-hall
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/mono-township-community-centre-and-memorial-hall
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/mono-mills-cenotaph
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/dufferin-county-war-memorial
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    A large gathering from all parts of the community met in the English Church Hall on Monday 

evening, the 11th inst., to present those who have enlisted for overseas service with an address 

and wrist watch for each of them.  Privates Joseph Halbert, William Welwood, Geo. Wolfe, 

Reginald Maples and Arthur Sutherland, of the 164th Battalion, and Pte. Thomas Carter of the 

234th, were present and Ptes. Ernest Jackson, Percy Arlow, Arthur Woodland and 

Charlie Rose, of the 164th, and Ptes. Geo. Young and Charles Spendiff of the 153rd will each 

receive their watch and copy of the address the first time they are home on leave. 

    The following is a copy of the address: 

            Mono Mills, Dec. 11, 1916. 

To Our Boys, -- 

    The people of our home community feel that they cannot allow you to go overseas without 

expressing in some way their pride and gratification at the fact that you have responded to your 

country's call in this her hour of need. 

    In doing so you have united yourselves with that great company of Canada's gallant sons who 

have offered their lives for King and Country, and have gone or are preparing to go to do their 

part in the great struggle that is being waged for the preservation of liberty and the maintenance 

of those ideals that are cherished by the British people the world over. 

    We deeply regret your departure from our midst.  You have always proved yourselves citizens 

worthy of our highest confidence and esteem, you have taken part in the industrial and social 

life of our community, your voices have mingled with ours in the songs of praise, and in the 

services of our church worship, and we assure you we will miss you when you have gone. 

    The work you have entered upon is a work of self-sacrifice.  You are leaving behind your 

comfortable homes, and the associations of loved ones.  At the battle front you may experience 

many lonely moments, perhaps poor shelter and short rations, you may be called upon to take 

part in fierce battles and some dreadful scenes, you may be called upon even to make the 

supreme sacrifice, but ever as true men worthy of the uniform you wear, and the flag you 

defend, remember you go forth in a most noble cause with God on your side to defend justice, 

truth, freedom and honor, to keep our flag unsullied, to protect our land with all its resources 

from invasion, our homes that are sacred and dear to us from devastation a ruthless foe, and our 

women and children, our aged and infirm from the lust of bloodshed and unrestrained passion 

of a cruel and barbarous nation. 

    Your success may establish a condition that will make possible a safe and lasting peace.  Your 

work is great beyond any description of which the human language is capable, and we 

commend you to the care and strength of the Great God of right and of victory, and trust that 

you will commit your way to Him, and prosecute your difficult but most noble task as unto Him 

in the interests of mankind, and all that life holds dear. 

    We feel proud of the fact that we will be so worthily represented at the battle front, and are 

confident in the knowledge that you will acquit yourselves with bravery and distinction 

wherever the call of duty may lead you, and that you will do your part in maintaining the 

splendid record that our Canadian boys have made. 

    This war in which our Empire is engaged has stirred the patriotism and inspired the loyalty of 

all true Canadians and many of us would like to go with you, but it must necessarily become the 
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duty of some of us to remain behind to "keep the home fires burning."  This we will do as best 

we can. 

    We assure you our hearts will go with you, you will be constantly in our thoughts.  We will 

pray for you and long for the day when victory shall rest on our banners, and you shall become 

proudly marching home again. 

    In conclusion dear boys we ask each of you to accept this little gift, not to try to express in 

any degree our sincere appreciation of your service and self-sacrifice, but as a token of our 

affection and hope that it may remind you that we are co-operating with you and supporting you 

to the best of our ability, and you always ready to render you any service within our power and 

may the day soon come when the terrors of militarism have been vanquished, and you will be 

with us again to resume your peaceful occupations with no sound of strife in our ears, and a 

lasting and permanent peace assured in this beautiful world in which we live. 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 05-Sep-1918 Page 2, Column 3 

DISTRICT CASUALTIES 

            INFANTRY 

        Killed in Action. 

Capt. J. Ross Macpherson, Orangeville. 

Pte. George Ernest Wright, Toronto, formerly of Orangeville. 

Reginald Maples, Mono Mills. 

Wilbert O'Reilly, Amaranth. 

A. R. Simmons, Dundalk. 

M. H. Miller, Palmerston. 

Lt. R. C. Campkin, Brampton. 

C. W. Thompson, Barrie. 

W. T. Leece, Brampton. 

W. J. Walker, Flesherton. 

N. C. Baker, Mt. Forest. 

A. Graham, Arthur. 

W. McLaggan, Chesley. 

E. E. Elliott, Bolton. 

A. Harrold, Dundalk. 

        Wounded 

Norman Wellwood, Mono Mills. 

N. W. Byard, Orangeville. 

F. J. Patterson, Orangeville. 

R. S. Dobson, Toronto, formerly of Orangeville. 

F. Morton, Alliston. 

F. A. Tate, Waldemar. 

J. G. Ward, Hillsburg. 

W. H. Walker, Chatsworth. 

C. O. Charlson, Chatsworth. 
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H. A. Lewis, Teeswater. 

H. E. Clarke, Mt. Forest. 

        Gassed 

Pte. Reginald Brown, Toronto, formerly of Caledon. 

D. A. Cole, Chesley. 

C. I. Buchanan, Flesherton. 

E. Liscombe, Bolton. 

            ARTILLERY 

        Wounded 

W. S. Brooks, Alliston. 

            MACHINE GUNS 

        Wounded 

S. A. Perry, Mt. Forest. 

A. W. Topham, Brampton. 

            MOUNTED RIFLES 

        Died of Wounds 

W. B. Brett, Markdale. 

H. E. Harmsworth, Brampton. 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 05-Sep-1918 Page 3, Column 3 

MONO MILLS 

    A cable has been received by Mrs. Robt. Cobean, stating that her foster son, Pte. 

Reginald Maples, had been killed in action in France. 

    Mr. and Mrs. John Wellwood have received a cable from their son, Dr. R. T. Wellwood, who 

is on hospital duty in France, to the effect that another of their sons, Pte.  Norman Wellwood, 

has been seriously wounded. 

    Pte. Roy Arlow's name appeared in the casualty list recently as being seriously ill in an 

English hospital. 

    Trooper Maurice Lee, of the Royal Canadian Dragoons, Stanley Barracks, Toronto, eldest son 

of Mr. and Mrs. Geo. Lee, of Adjala, is home on a short furlough. 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 19-Sep-1918 Page 3, Column 3 

MONO MILLS 

    A number of the people of the community gathered together on Friday evening of last week at 

the home of Mr. and Mrs. George Lee, of Adjala, to spend a few hours with their son, Trooper 

Maurice Lee, R. C. D., previous to his leaving for service overseas.  During the evening Mr. 

John A. Vance, who was requested to act as chairman, assembled those who were present for a 

short program and called on Mr. George McCulloch to read the following address, Miss 

Olive Holmes presenting Trooper Lee with a wrist watch and fountain pen.  Mr. Lee's reply 

was followed by a number of short speeches by Mr. John E. Jackson, Mr. Cecil Welwood, and 

Mr. Geo. Lee, and music by the Misses Lyness, the program closing with the National Anthem. 

The address was as follows: 
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    It was with very confused emotions that we learned of your intention to leave us and embark 

upon a military career. 

    On the one hand we regret very much to see you go for you have been continually in our 

midst and have endeared yourself to the whole community.  Your example has almost invariably 

been on behalf of the right and  your influence has been an inspiration to others.  We regret 

exceedingly that young men like yourself -- all too youthful and all too much needed at home -- 

should have to go overseas to fight. 

    On the other hand we are glad to see you go and take your place beside so many other brave 

lads and we sincerely trust your splendid upbringing and Christian spirit will help them in their 

moral battles.  We are proud of your example in this matter.  We are proud of your parents who 

sacrifice so much in your going.  We shall owe you all a deep debt of gratitude.  We sincerely 

trust that God will spare you, after having done your duty, to return to us.  May He bless and 

protect you.  As an insignificant token of our appreciation of your service, kindly accept this 

wrist watch and fountain pen; may they ever remind you of friends who constantly think of you. 

    Signed -- Rev. A. C. McCallum, Geo. Patterson, Jno. A. Vance. 

    Mono Mills, Sept. 13, 1918 

    A memorial service will be held in the Anglican church, Mono Mills, on Sunday morning 

next commencing at 11 o'clock (new time) for the late Trooper Samuel Jackson and at 3 o'clock 

in the afternoon for the late Pte. Reginald Maples, at St. John's church, Mono. 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 19-Sep-1918 Page 6, Column 3 

MONO EAST PARISH. 

    A memorial service will be held in St. John's church, Mono Mills, on Sunday next at 11 a.m. 

for the late Pte. Samuel Jackson.  A memorial service will also be held in St. John's church, 

Mono, at 3.30 p.m. in honor of the late Pte. Reginald Maples.  Service and Holy Communion 

will be held in St. Paul's church at 7p.m. 

 

MAPLES, Reginald - Orangeville Banner; 1918-09-05 P3, C3 
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Robert James “R.J.” McGowan (Amaranth) #452478 

Darlene K Researching 

 

PERSONNEL FILE DOWNLOADED (32 PAGES, ANCESTRY.CA) 
 

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canadian-virtual-war-

memorial/detail/1571128 

Cenotaph: Grand Valley 

Rank: Private 

Born: May 21, 1886 

Died: September 17, 1916 

Cemetery: Vimy Memorial in Pas de Calais, France 

Service #: 452478 

Force: Army 

Unit: Canadian Infantry (Central Ontario Regiment) 

Division: 58th Bn. 

Commemorated on Page 126 of the First World War Book of Remembrance. Request a copy of 

this page. Download high resolution copy of this page. 

 

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/dufferin-county-war-memorial 

Cenotaph: Orangeville 

 

Dufferin Remembers: Lists only CEF, 58th Battalion 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 05-Oct-1916 Page 2, Column 2 

KILLED IN ACTION 

Two Former Amaranth Boys Make the Supreme Sacrifice 

Anstead Gordon and Robert J. McGowan Lose Lives on Western Front 

    Last Saturday Mr. Geo. E. Gordon, of Laurel, received a telegram from Ottawa, stating that 

his son, Anstead, had been killed in action on the western front, on Sept. 16th. 

    Anstead Elmer Gordon, although only 18 years of age, had been in khaki for sixteen months 

or longer.  He enlisted with the 75th Battalion in Toronto, where he had been engaged in 

electrical wark for a year or so before he joined the colors. About a month ago he was reported 

wounded, and in the hospital and it is therefore evident that he had only been back to the front a 

short time when he met his death.  The young soldier is a grandson of Rev. M. S. Gray, who 

was a prominent figure in Dufferin and the old Scott Act days.  A younger brother, Lance-Corp. 

J. M. Gordon, is with the 95th Battalion, which went overseas last spring and has since crossed 

to France. 

    About the same time that Mr. Gordon received word of his son's death relatives of Robert 

J. McGowan, another Amaranth boy, received word that he too had been killed in 

action.  McGowan was about 24 years of age and enlisted with the 58th Battalion at Parry 

Sound, while on his way back from the West.  He was a son of the late Mr. and Mrs. 

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canadian-virtual-war-memorial/detail/1571128
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canadian-virtual-war-memorial/detail/1571128
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/dufferin-county-war-memorial
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Hugh McGowan, of Amaranth.  Jos. McGowan, of Laurel, Township Clerk, E. Hamilton and 

Mr. Samuel Hamilton, of Amaranth, are uncles.  A brother, Victor, lives in Toronto and a sister, 

Mrs. Robert Turner, at Invermay, Sask. 

    It is with mingled pride and sorrow that the people of Dufferin extend their heartfelt 

sympathy to the relatives of the two gallant young soldiers. 

    A union memorial service will be held in Laurel Methodist church on Sunday night at 7 

o'clock.  The service will be conducted by the pastor, Rev. W. F. Roach, assisted by Rev. J. 

R. Bell. 

    Although raised in the same neighborhood and well acquainted as boys the two young men 

did not meet at the front until a few days before their death.  It is supposed that they were killed 

in the same battle. 

 

McGOWAN, Charles - Orangeville Banner; 1916-06-15 P1, C3 

McGOWAN, Robert J. - Orangeville Banner; 1916-10-05 P2, C2 
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John James Morrison (Mono) #642833 
Gladys M Researching 

 

PERSONNEL FILE DOWNLOADED (40 PAGES, ANCESTRY.CA) 
 

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/mono-township-community-

centre-and-memorial-hall 

Cenotaph: Mono Centre Community Hall Plaque (Listed as Violet Hill) 

 

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/dufferin-county-war-memorial 

Cenotaph: Orangeville 

 
Dufferin Remembers: Rank: Private; Service #: 642833; Canadian Machine Gun Corps, 1st 

Bn.; CEF, 157th Battalion (Simcoe Foresters); Died 1918/10/01 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 19-Sep-1918 Page 2, Column 4 

DISTRICT CASUALTIES 

            ROYAL AIR FORCE. 

        Missing. 

Lieut. R. Pattullo, Toronto, formerly of Orangeville. 

            INFANTRY. 

        Killed in Action. 

Lt. C. C. Henderson, Orangeville. 

T. J. Johnston, Horning's Mills. 

A. C. Whitelaw, Fergus. 

C. E. Mason, Brampton. 

W. V. Coward, Kleinburg. 

        Died of Wounds. 

R. E. Ewing, Laurel. 

F. J. Clancy, Markdale.    

        Wounded. 

Pte. Allan Cameron, Orangeville. 

Pte. F. Smith, Orangeville. 

E. Maguire, Grand Valley. 

L. C. Hodgson, Mansfield. 

S. F. Hunter, Horning's Mills. 

G. Yokum, Hornings Mills. 

John Morrison, Elba. 

W. D. Gordon, Mount Forest. 

J. F. Noonan, Mount Forest. 

Corp. F. W. Johnston, Mt. Forest. 

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/mono-township-community-centre-and-memorial-hall
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/mono-township-community-centre-and-memorial-hall
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/dufferin-county-war-memorial
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J. Shannon, Mt. Forest. 

C. F. Steele, Fergus. 

W. R. Buchanan, Flesherton. 

J. L. Freeborn, Markdale. 

Sergt. J. J. Duncan, Dundalk. 

J. M. McKay, Chatsworth. 

B. Bowie, Chesley. 

E. R. Jackson, Teeswater. 

Capt. B. Charlton, Ilderton. 

C. S. Williams, Schomberg. 

J. McCarthy, Brampton. 

A. E. Terry, Brampton. 

H. J. Speirs, Brampton. 

H. J. Giles, Brampton. 

W. D. Norval, Brampton. 

        Gassed. 

N. W. Byard, Orangeville. 

H. Johnston, Alton. 

E. W. Sime, Corbetton.        

            ARTILLERY 

        Gassed. 

Gnr. Verrol Dedrich, Orangeville. 

            FORESTRY CORPS. 

        Died. 

J. A. McCullough, Fergus. 

            MACHINE GUNS. 

        Died of Wounds. 

R. C. Jamieson, Rosemont. 

A. Miller, Elora. 

        Wounded. 

Pte. Auric Aiken, Orangeville. 

J. J. Morrison, Rosemont. 

Sergt. A. L. Downs, Elora. 

        Gassed. 

J. W. Hunter, Brampton.    

            MEDICAL SERVICES. 

        Wounded. 

S. Hamilton, Shelburne. 

            ENGINEERS. 

        Wounded. 

A. T. B. Smart, Charleston. 

            MOUNTED RIFLES. 
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        Killed in Action. 

J. Watt, Alliston. 

        Wounded. 

Pte. Robt. E. Allen, Orangeville. 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 19-Sep-1918 Page 2, Column 6 

MILITARY NOTES. 

    Pte. John Morrison, son of Arthur Morrison of Elba, is reported wounded in the right 

leg.  He went overseas with the 177th Simcoe Battalion. 

    Pte. R. J. Galbraith, of Hall's Corners, is now in Ward 8, Unit 5, No. 5 Southern Hospital, 

Portsmouth, England, having been moved from the hospital in France.  His wound consisted of 

a machine gun bullet in the hip which also penetrated his back, and his back was paralyzed until 

he was operated on to remove the bullet.  Pte. Galbraith enlisted with the 164th Batt., with 

which he went overseas.  He held the rank of Sergeant, but reverted to that of private in order to 

get to France. 

    William Williams, son of Mrs. Jas. Williams, Mill street, went to Toronto last week and has 

since enlisted in a Canadian Engineer Corps.  Prior to leaving town Mr. Williams was one of 

the machinists in the Chevrolet garage, employed by the Adamson Hardware Company. 

    Mr. and Mrs. Jas. Lundy, 119 Margueretta street, Toronto, formerly well known citizens of 

this town, received a message on Saturday last informing them that their son, Pte. 

Harold Lundy, had been wounded by gunshot in the back.  He is now in a hospital in England. 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 21-Nov-1918 Page 2 Columns 2-3 

MILITARY NOTES 

    Frank Hunter, a son of the late Robert Hunter, of Mono, was killed in action recently. The 

young soldier enlisted in the 177th Battalion, and trained at Alliston during the winter of 1916-

17. 

    Pte. Elgin Wansbrough, son of Mr. and Mrs. W. A. Wansbrough, of Grand Valley, won the 

military medal for bravery in action.  He sent the decoration home to his parents, but 

unfortunately it was lost on the S. S. Missinabi when that vessel was torpedoed.  Elgin also won 

his stripes on the field and is now a sergeant. 

    Fred H. Collins, formerly of Violet Hill, who enlisted with the 198th Battalion and went 

overseas about 2 ½ years ago, has won the military medal and later received a bar to the 

same.  He was promoted to sergeant and sent to England to take an officer's training course to 

qualify him for a lieutenancy. 

    Pte. Garfield Rayburn, brother of Neil Rayburn of Shelburne, is in the 15th Canadian 

General Hospital at Taplow, Bucks, England, receiving treatment for his foot, which was 

wounded by gunshot some months ago.  He expected at time of writing to go shortly before a 

Board of Canadian medical men with a view of being returned home. 

    The news of the allied victory reached Mr. M. J. Casserley, of Tottenham, under sad 

circumstances. On Sunday, preceding the news of the armistice, he received a message which 

stated that his son, Flight Cadet Cyril Casserley, had died on November 7th as a result of 
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injuries sustained in an aeroplane accident on November 5th. The young aviator was born and 

reared in Tottenham. 

    Alex Sime, a young lad of 17, who enlisted in the Grand Valley Co. of the 164th Battalion, 

and spent thirteen months in France, has received multiple gunshot wounds, according to 

official notice received from Ottawa.  He lost his right hand above the wrist and both feet, one 

two-thirds from the knee and the other about one-third from the knee.  His parents, who reside 

in Grand Valley, are overwhelmed with grief at the terrible news. 

    Word was received by his father, Arthur Morrison of Elba, Mono Twp., of the death of Pte. J. 

J. Morrison, who was killed in action on October 1st.  Pte. Morrison enlisted in the Alliston 

Company of the 177th Simcoe Battalion and went overseas with that unit.  He saw some severe 

fighting and in September was wounded by gunshot in the right leg and had returned to the 

fighting line only a short time when he met his death. Pte. Morrison was a splendid young man 

and was quite popular with the people of Violet Hill and Rosemont, where he lived before 

enlisting and was highly respected.  His death is more to be regretted, owing to the recent 

cessation of hostilities.  He is survived by his father, one sister, Mrs. Arthur Cockerill, of Mono, 

and one brother, Ollie Morrison of Toronto.  His mother died while he was overseas. 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 16-Jan-1919 Page 4, Column 6 

KILLED IN CAMBRAI FIGHT. 

    Mrs. Arthur Cockerill, of Elba Mono township, on Saturday last received the following letter 

from Corporal L. C. Anderson, from Belgium, in which he forwarded the first particulars 

regarding the death of her brother, Pte. J.  J. Morrison, news of whose death in action was 

received by his father, Arthur Morrison, in November last. 

                    Ronquieres, Belgium, 

                        November 22, 1918. 

Dear Mrs. Cockerill. 

    It is with deep regret in the sad occurrence which makes it necessary for me to acknowledge 

the receipt of your parcel to your brother, John Morrison.  You will in all probability have been 

notified before now of your brother being killed in the Cambrai attack on Oct. 1st.  At the time I 

was gun commander of the crew he was with.  He was wounded during the morning of the 

attack through the side and also the lung.  He made the attempt to get back alone and that was 

the last we saw of him.  His body was found by a burial party several days later after our 

advance progressed.  As is usual under such circumstances the parcel was opened and 

distributed amongst the crew to which he belonged.  The cigarettes were very welcome to the 

men as they came at a time when it was practically impossible to buy them and I am sure under 

happier circumstances your brother would have done likewise with them.  The men wish me to 

convey their heartfelt sympathy to you in your loss.  Yours in all sympathy. 

            L. C. ANDERSON, Corp. 

No. 649467, K. Battery, 1st Battalion, C.M.G.C., France. 

 

MORRISON, J. J.  - Orangeville Banner; 1918-11-21 P2, C2 

MORRISON, John J. - Orangeville Banner; 1919-01-16 P5, C6 
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Mark Brown Nelson (Mono) #437383 
Gladys M Researching  

 

PERSONNEL FILE DOWNLOADED (52 PAGES, ANCESTRY.CA) 
 

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/mono-township-community-

centre-and-memorial-hall 

Cenotaph: Mono Centre Community Hall Plaque (Listed as Rosemont) 

 

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/dufferin-county-war-memorial 

Cenotaph: Orangeville 

 
Dufferin Remembers: Rank: Private; Service #: 437383; CEF, 51st Battalion (Edmonton); 

CEF, 46th Battalion (South Saskatchewan); Died 1918/03/15 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 04-Apr-1918 Page 2, Column 3 

MILITARY NOTES 

    Gordon Mills, formerly a bank clerk in Grand Valley, has joined the 70th Battery, Toronto, 

and reported for duty last week. 

    Dr. West, of Angus, has received word that his son, Lieut. R. H. A. West, of the Motor 

Machine Gun Corps, was killed in action in France on March 24th.  Lieut. West was a nephew 

of Mrs. John Leighton, Third avenue. 

    Lieut. Franklin Pollard, of Petrolea, is reported in a clearing station in France with a gunshot 

wound.  Lieut. Pollard went overseas with the 149th Lambton Battalion and crossed to France 

a short time ago.  He is a son of the late Edward Pollard, formerly of Shelburne. 

    Mrs. George Fish, of Shelburne, formerly of Relessey, has received word that her son, Mark 

Brown Nelson, was officially reported found dead on March 15th.  Nelson was in Bramshott 

Camp in England and was training with the 15th Reserve Battalion. 

    Flight-Lt. Alvin Ferguson, son of Rev. J. J. Ferguson, Methodist minister now at Unionville, 

is reported missing since March 12th.  He was in the Royal Flying Corps.  Much anxiety is felt 

for the young aviator who has been in France for some months.  Mrs. Ferguson, the aviator's 

mother, is a daughter of the late Isaac Marshall, of East Garafraxa. 

    Capt. R. L. Graham, a brother of Mrs. H. Matthews, of Erin, has been in the Military 

Hospital at Middle Green Slough, England, with a wound in his right leg just above the 

knee.  Had the wound been two inches lower he would have lost the limb.  When he wrote to 

his sister on March 4th, Capt. Graham stated that the wound was healing nicely and he 

expected to be able to walk in a month or so. 

    Mr. John Menary, a veteran of three wars, has again signed up for overseas 

service.  Menary, who was through the second Riel rebellion and the South African war, went 

overseas in 1915 with the First Canadian Contingent.  He returned home shortly before New 

Year's and was afterwards honorably discharged on account of his age and his services in three 

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/mono-township-community-centre-and-memorial-hall
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/mono-township-community-centre-and-memorial-hall
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/dufferin-county-war-memorial
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wars.  News of the big battle on the Western front was more than the veteran's fighting blood 

could stand and on Monday of last week he re-enlisted with a Railway Construction 

Battalion.  Menary is a son of the late Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Menary, of Orangeville.  He was at 

one time a compositor in The Banner office. 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 09-May-1918 Page 4, Column 6 

IN SOLDIER'S HONOR. 

Memorial Service for Late Pte. Mark B. Nelson Held at Trinity Church, North Adjala 

    A memorial service was held in Trinity church, North Adjala, on Sunday, April 14th, for the 

late Pte. Mark B. Nelson, who passed away quietly on March 14th, at the age of 24 years.  Rev. 

G. L. Gray, of Rosemont, his former pastor, conducted the service. 

    The late M. B. Nelson enlisted in Calgary in June, 1915, with the 51st Batt., remaining there 

and in Edmonton till April, 1916, when he departed with his battalion for overseas to complete 

his training. In the following June he was transferred to the 46th Battalion, being unable to 

proceed with his own battalion on account of ill health.  In the following October he departed 

with his company to France and was in the infantry for about two months, was transferred to the 

tunneling engineers, where he remained till February, 1917, being transferred back to his 

company and remaining there till May 7th, when he was wounded, having a gunshot wound in 

his right arm and shrapnel in his leg.  He was brought back to England and remained in the 

hospital till July when he was able to commence training again at Bramshott Camp.  In 

September he passed his examination as fit for service and was patiently waiting his call when 

death called him home, while asleep, at 11.30 p.m. Thursday, March 14th, the cause being heart 

failure. 

    The deceased was born in Hamilton on August 6th, 1893, moving to Tottenham while only 

four years of age where he remained and spent the most of his boyhood.  Surviving relatives are 

his mother, Mrs. Geo. Fish, of Shelburne; and sisters, Mrs. Albert Cowan, of Dundas; Mrs. 

Wilbert Rusk, of Milton, and half-sister, Ella Fish, of Shelburne; and Wilfrid, of Alliston, being 

the only brother.  Mr. and Mrs. Robert Brown, of Alliston, are grandparents of the deceased. 

 

NELSON, Mark B. - Orangeville Banner; 1918-05-09 P4, C6 

NELSON, Mark Brown - Orangeville Banner; 1918-04-04 P2, C3 
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Walter Charles Pell (Mono) #775363 
Gladys M Researching  

 

PERSONNEL FILE DOWNLOADED (34 PAGES, ANCESTRY.CA) 
 

 

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/mono-township-community-

centre-and-memorial-hall 

Cenotaph: Mono Centre Community Hall Plaque (Listed as Rosemont) 

 

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/dufferin-county-war-memorial 

Cenotaph: Orangeville 

 
Dufferin Remembers: Rank: Private; Service #: 775363; Canadian Machine Gun Corps, 3rd 

Bn.; Died 1918/08/28 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 09-Dec-1915 Page 3, Column 5 

    "Alton" - Messrs. Cyril Blight and Walter Pell, who are training in Toronto for Overseas 

service, spent the week end in our midst. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/mono-township-community-centre-and-memorial-hall
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/mono-township-community-centre-and-memorial-hall
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/dufferin-county-war-memorial
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William James Penney (Amaranth) #201879 
*CHECK SPELLING ON MEMORIALS 

Darlene K Researching 

 

PERSONNEL FILE DOWNLOADED (30 PAGES, ANCESTRY.CA) 

 
 

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canadian-virtual-war-

memorial/detail/183821 

 

Cenotaph: Grand Valley 

Rank: Private 

Born: May 6, 1896 

Died: October 8, 1916 

Cemetery: Adanac Military Cemetery in Somme, France. Grave Reference I.A.1. 

Service #: 201879 

Force: Army 

Unit: Canadian Infantry (Central Ontario Regiment) 

Division: 4th Bn. 

Commemorated on Page 147 of the First World War Book of Remembrance. 

 

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/dufferin-county-war-memorial 

Cenotaph: Orangeville 

 

Dufferin Remembers: Includes CEF, 95th Battalion 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 11-Nov-1915 Page 6, Column 7 

Recruiting Notes 

    Lieut. R. H. Neilson, paymaster of the newly formed 95th Battalion, spent Sunday at his 

home here. 

    Chas. and Roy Moore, of Crombie, have enlisted with the 95th Battalion, Canadian 

Expeditionary Force. 

    Mr. R. J. Jillings, of the Sterling Bank staff, has joined the 95th Battalion. We understand that 

Mr. Jillings is going as a bugler. 

    James Sawden, son of Mr. Steve Sawden of Toronto, formerly of Melancthon, has enlisted 

with the 36th Regiment at West Toronto for active service. The young man is a nephew of Mr. 

Albert Sawden, of Melville Cross. 

    Milton Sloan, a son of Mr. and Mrs. T. A. Sloan, of Hornings Mills, has enlisted for active 

service. His friends at Hornings Mills presented him with a wrist watch prior to his departure. 

    Pte. Charlie Brown of the 58th Battalion spent Sunday with his parents, Mr. and Mrs. D. 

B. Brown. It is expected that the 58th which was transferred from Niagara to Toronto recently, 

will leave for England shortly. Charlie is tanned and stalwart and looks for for any kind of duty. 

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canadian-virtual-war-memorial/detail/183821
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canadian-virtual-war-memorial/detail/183821
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/dufferin-county-war-memorial
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    Mr. Jas. Dawson, drug clerk in C. V. Jeffers store, has enlisted and will leave for camp on 

Thursday. Mr. Dawson is taking a position in the office of the paymaster of the 95th battalion, 

Lieut. R. H. Neilson, formerly Manager of the Bank of Commerce here, is the battalion 

paymaster. "Jimmie," as his friends call him, is one of the popular young men of the town and 

will be greatly missed. 

    Messrs. Hutch Keith, Percy Leighton and Frank Jackson, three well known Orangeville 

young men, have enlisted for overseas service. They left for Toronto on Monday morning for 

examination. All three passed and left the Queen city on Tuesday to commence training at 

Kingston. They have enlisted in the 34th battery, Canadian Field Artillery. 

    About a dozen young men from Orangeville and vicinity left here on Monday morning to 

begin active training for overseas service. Among them were Hutch Keith, Percy Leighton and 

Frank Jackson, who have joined the 34th Battery. H. Burridge and Wm. Mason, Jos. 

M. Gordon, Ernest Richardson, and Wm. J. Penny, of Laurel, and George Leslie Martin, of 

Mono Centre, all of whom have enlisted in the 95th Battalion. 

    Mr. and Mrs. Geo. A. Leighton, Zina St., received a letter on Monday from their oldest son, 

Mr. Mervin Leighton, who has been on the staff of the Bank of Commerce in Danville, Que., 

stating that he had enlisted and expected to commence training shortly. Mr. Leighton has joined 

the Grenadier Guards, the new battalion which Major-General Meighen is organizing in 

Montreal. Mr. and Mrs. Leighton will now have two sons in training for the front as their 

second son, Percy, left for camp on Monday morning. 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 27-Jan-1916 Page 5, Column 3 

ENJOYING THE TRAINING 

Former Laurel Boy Tells of Daily Routing at Exhibition Camp. 

Editor of the Banner. 

    Orangeville P.O. 

Dear Sir : -- 

    Perhaps you will be surprised to get this letter, but being a resident of Laurel, Amaranth, I 

have always been an earnest reader of your paper. I came to Toronto with two friends from 

Laurel on Nov. 8th, 1915, and we enlisted for overseas service with the 95th Batt., under Lieut-

Col. Barker.  We thought we would like to keep in touch with the doings of the home town and 

surrounding districts and we decided the best way to do this was to subscribe for your paper for 

3 months, (longer if we should be here).  I do not know what your charge will be to us, as it will 

have to be folded and wrapped up, as my address is too long to put on the paper, and will thus 

entail more work, but send along this week's copy and your rates and I will send the 

subscription next week. 

    We are enjoying the training fine. As you are no doubt aware there are a number of 

Orangeville and surrounding district boys in the 95th, and all are anxious to see your paper 

every week. 

    I will give you an account of how we spent our New Year's in camp, which might interest 

some of your readers. 

    We got up at the usual hour and had the regular roll call and parades and were dismissed at 9 
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a.m. to do as we wished.  At 11.30 a.m. as many of us who had not gone home, or out of the 

city, sat down to a splendid dinner provided by the Young Men's Christian Association, 

consisting of roast turkey, candy, nuts, oranges, apples, plum pudding, after which, a flash of 

light was taken of the tables and us sitting there. 

    Then every man was presented with a box of cigarettes, if he wished one.  Then those who 

wished to stray in the Y.M.C.A. provided a free concert both afternoon and evening, but the 

majority went out, as we were allowed to stay out until 10.15 p.m. instead of the usual 9.30 p.m. 

    On Sunday, Jan. 2nd, we did not have the usual church parade as there was so few of us there, 

about fifty per cent. being on leave for four days.  At 12.30 we sat down to our battalion New 

Year's dinner, consisting of the same as the Y.M.C.A. dinner, except we had goose instead of 

turkey.  Before we started, however, Lieut.-Col. Barker spoke a few words, impressing upon us 

what we had undertaken for our King and Country, and how in order to try and make peace for 

another New Year's Day, we must all put our shoulder to the wheel and push hard, and finished 

up by wishing us all a Happy New Year. 

    The men then gave three rousing cheers for the Colonel, led by Captain Armour, of D. Co., 

and then three more lusty cheers were given to Mrs. Barker, who was also present.  Mrs. 

Barker made a brief reply, and then we began our dinner. 

    We then were free till 9.30 p.m. to go to our respective churches, and then on Monday Jan. 

3rd, settled down to our drill once again. 

    Well I must draw to a close this time, wishing the Banner a Happy and Prosperous New Year. 

    It might interest you to know that Pte. W. G. Martin, who enlisted with Capt. Neilson, of the 

96th, has been advanced to the rank of Lance Corporal, and myself and Pte. Ernest Richardson, 

of Laurel, have been transferred to the 95th Signal Corps and are learning field signalling. 

    Again, wishing you all a Happy New Year.  I am on behalf of the Laurel and Orangeville 

boys. 

                    Yours truly, 

                                WM. J. PENNY 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 27-Jan-1916 Page 7, Column 3 

    Messrs. A. Clowes, John St., and his son, Wm. Clowes, have enlisted in Capt. Green's 

Company of the Dufferin-Halton Battalion. 

    Mr. Walter Mottershead, son-in-law of Mr. Wm. Harding, has enlisted with the 169th 

Battalion and is in training in Toronto for overseas service. 

    Enlisting Notes - Wm. J. Penney and Ernest Richardson, of Laurel, who enlisted with the 

95th Battalion two or three months ago have been transferred to the Signal Corps and are now 

learning field signalling. 

    Party for Soldiers - Mr. Fred and Miss Jennie Atkinson gave a delightful party at their fine 

home on Monday night in honor of the boys of the 33rd Battery who were home from Kingston 

on their last leave of absence before taking their departure for England.  The guests present 

were Dr. and Mrs. Carson, Dr. and Mrs. Bowles, Mr. and Mrs. F. Crozier, Mrs. Dahl, 

Mrs. Modeland, Misses Jennie Keith, Birdie Leighton, Gertie Jackson, Daisy Morrison, 

Miss Fisher, Vera Hogg, Tillie Harmon, Ruth Shaw, Ruby Allen, Clara Hulse, Gladys Hogg, 
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Irene Henry, Miss McWilliam, Elsie Dods, Mae Allen, Bertha Allen, Edith Robinson, 

Ina Allen, Greta Golden, Mae Harmon and Kate Harmon, Gunners Hutch Keith, 

Lloyd Patterson, Percy Leighton, Frank and Arnold Jackson, Earl Stevenson, 

Lester Arnott and Bert Booth, Lieuts. Charlie Morrison and Ewart Macpherson, Ptes. 

Jas. Dawson and A. Dods and Messrs. Fred Lewis, Allen Fisher, Neil McWilliam, Eastwood, 

W. Henry, M. E. Henry, Charlie Hulse, R. Heard, G. E. Goldring, Walter Dahl and 

Ivan Fleming. 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 03-Feb-1916 Page 3, Column 3 

"Laurel" - Ptes. W. J. Penney, Jos. M. Gordon, E. Richardson and S. Harper, all of the 95th 

Battalion, spent a few holidays here. We are glad to have our soldier boys with us again. 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 02-Mar-1916 Page 7, Column 7 

WITH THE 95TH. 

J. M. Gordon, a Laurel Boy, is now a Lance-Corporal. 

An Interesting Letter from Signaller W. J. Penney. 

            "D" Co. Signallers 

                95th Battalion, C. E. F. 

                Exhibition Camp, Toronto 

Editor of the Banner. 

    Dear Sir, - Have just finished reading your paper and thought I would drop you a line and let 

you know how we are getting along.  First I would say we are glad to get the paper every week 

as it keeps us in touch with the news of the home town. 

    It has been cold and stormy down here and not very ideal weather for drilling, but still we 

can't complain any.  We had a busy day last Saturday, Feb. 26th. At 8 a.m we had a muster 

parade of the whole battalion.  At 9.15 a.m. we had to change our bunks around and get them in 

more handy positions. Then at 10.30 a.m. we got orders to take our blankets and move out.  We 

weren't sure where we were going, so we got our mess cans and water bottles over one shoulder 

and four blankets and a pillow on the other and all our possessions in our kit bags.  We got out 

to our alarm post and there was about three inches of snow to wade through.  When we got all 

lined up the order came to get in our building again as soon as possible.  After we had got our 

bunks straightened up again we were ordered to fall out for a court martial parade for one of the 

fellows who has deserted and sold his uniform.  They caught him and he got punishment 

enough to learn him not to do it again.  It was then dinner time and being Saturday we drilled 

until 3.15 p.m., when he were dismissed for the day.  we had church parade in our quarter on 

Sunday, 27th.  We are enjoying our training much better all the time and it is now getting more 

interesting, but we will be glad when we have a chance at the real business.  I am pleased to 

state that one of our Laurel boys has been promoted a step.  Pte. J. M. Gordon has been given a 

stripe and is now Lance-Corporal Gordon.  Another of the Orangeville boys, Pte. S. L. Martin, 

has joined the signal corps and all of us like the work fine, even better than we did the work in 

the platoon. 

    Well I must now draw this letter to a close as we expect to be up home next Sunday and I 
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want to leave something to talk about.  Wishing the Banner every success, I remain on behalf of 

all the Dufferin boys, 

            Yours sincerely, 

        Signaller WM. J. PENNY 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 24-Aug-1916 Page 7, Column 6 

DESCRIBES TRIP 

Interesting Letter From Pte. W. J. Penny. 

                            Shorncliffe, July 15, 1916. 

The Banner. -- 

    Dear Sirs, -- I am sitting in my tent and it is raining a little, and having nothing to do I 

thought I could not do better than drop a few lines to your valuable paper and let you know a 

little of the kind of a trip we had. 

    I saw in your paper of June 22, that J. C. Rayfield had given an account as far as Truro, N.S., 

so I will take it up where he left off. 

    After we left Truro, at about 11 p.m. there was nothing worth mention til we reached Halifax 

at 1.40 a.m.  It had been the intention at first to land there, but they decided to stay on board till 

morning.  They got us up about 4.45 a.m.  We got our breakfast and packed our stuff and got 

our kits and marched down to the pier where the boat was waiting for us.  We were the first 

battalion on board and so got the bottom berths, which were the best, as we had good solid beds 

while those coming on later had to sleep in hammocks.  We spent the rest of the day exploring 

the ship and watching the other troops come on board.  We had to go to bed about 8.30 p.m. as 

lights went out every night at 9 p.m.  The next day they were still loading troops and we had 

nothing to do only explore around and we got a fair idea of the boat.  The boat was the Olympic 

and is about 880 feet long and the centre cross beams 90 feet, and weights 46,359 tons.  It is 

divided into several decks, which go by letters, A to G and then under that the engines, etc.  We 

were on F deck for sleeping and compartment C for eating.  Our meals were first class, better 

than we got in camp and what we are getting here.  Our meal hours were breakfast 8 a.m.; 

dinner 1 p.m. and supper 6 p.m.  After supper the bands gave a concert and then as there was 

nothing more worth while we went to bed. 

    The next morning everything was bustle and excitement. The last troops were coming on 

board, and they were hustling and getting ready to put to see.  There were now about 7,000 

troops on board and there was plenty of room. 

    The boat gave her warning whistle at 8.12 a.m. and made the first move at 8.15.  The bands 

played as we pulled out of Halifax harbor.  We had a parade at 10.15 a.m. to get life belts and 

instructions regarding them.  Our instructions were never to appear on deck without them and to 

sleep with them right near us.  We lost sight of "old Canada" about noon and spent the afternoon 

reading and watching the briny ocean.  At 4 p.m. we had a fire and submarine drill and knew 

exactly what to do should we be torpedoed. We no had nothing to do only read and watch the 

water.  There was not very much worth mentioning on the way over.  We were delayed one day 

by fog and saw a number of ships and boats, which shows that Britain's supremacy of the sea is 

still assured.  We had fire drill nearly every day and also got several messages by wireless all 
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the way over.  We had a smooth trip all the way until the last day, when it was beginning to get 

rough.  The ship was rocking and quite a number were feeding the fishes for the first time. I 

don't think any of the boys from Orangeville district were what you could call sick, although a 

couple took pity on the fish. We were in the danger zone and about 11:30 am. we met in with 

one of our escorts, which consisted of two torpedo boat destroyers.  We sighted land at 3 p.m. 

on the 7th of June and about 4.45 p.m. were quite close to it and found it was the north coast of 

Ireland, making us about 300 miles out of the proper course, but this was done just to keep us 

out of the reach of the German subs.  We passed the little Isle of Tory about 5.30.  It is a very 

rocky place.  One of our escorts left us along here and when we went to bed we were told we 

would be in port next morning.  When we got up next morning at about 3.30 a.m. we were just 

steaming into port and we had to hand in our blankets to be washed before they were used again 

and to get ready for landing. 

    The first thing we noticed was that the flags of the city were at half mast and found it due to 

the death of the late Lord Kitchener and it was certainly a sad thing to hear first thing.  We 

landed at about 11 a.m. and took train at Shorncliffe and if England ever is pretty it is in June, 

and as this was the 8th we saw some pretty scenery and we also came down through the 

prettiest section. 

    We reached Shorncliffe station at 10 p.m. and got into camp at about 11.15 p.m.  The whole 

trip from Toronto to Shorncliffe took 11 days, three days train travel, six on the water and two 

stopped in Halifax. 

    Just a few words about our life here.  We have a very nice camp and well fixed, but not as 

nice as the one we had at the Exhibition grounds.  We have not been drilled very hard yet.  Two 

companies have done musketry and we expect to start soon. The main drill in this country is 

musketry, bayonet drill and physical drill.  Well I think I will draw this to a close or you won't 

feel like printing it. 

    All the Orangeville and Laurel boys are well and unite in wishing your paper every success.  I 

must say we look for the coming of the Banner every week as something we can hardly do 

without, as it keeps us in touch with the old home.  Hoping this will reach you safe.  I remain, 

                    Yours truly, 

                        WM. J. PENNEY 

(201879) 95th Battalion. 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 02-Aug-1917 Page 2, Column 1 

MILITARY NOTES 

    Since going to England Pte. John E. Maltby, of the 164th Battalion, has been transferred to 

Crowborough Camp and is now qualified as a machine gunner. 

    Writing to the Banner from Whitley Camp, Oscar D. Hayes, one of the Orangeville boys in 

the 164th, says: "Am still in England and in best of health.  Receive the Banner regularly and 

must say am delighted to get the Orangeville news.  Was very sorry to hear of R. 

B. McGuire's death. My brother, Gordon, is in this camp. 

    Mr. and Mrs. C. E. Connop received a message from Ottawa on July 19th informing them 

that their son, Pte. C. W. Connop, had been wounded on July 9th.  Pte. Connop enlisted in the 
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126th Peel Battalion in November 1915, went overseas in August 1916 and had his first 

experience of trench life on November 5th of the same year.  He crossed to France with a 

reinforcement to the 18th Battalion then on the Somme front.  He was in part of the Somme 

battle and also took part in the fighting at Vimy Ridge.  Connop will not be twenty years old 

until next February. 

    Signaller W. J. Penney, formerly of Laurel, who has been missing since October 8th, 1916, 

has been officially reported dead.  Signaller Penney enlisted in the 95th Battalion in Toronto on 

November 8th, 1915, and trained at the Exhibition Camp until he went overseas on May 28th, 

1916.  He left England for France with reinforcements for the 4th Battalion and had only been 

in the firing line a short time when he was reported missing.  a special memorial service will be 

held in the Laurel Methodist church on Sunday evening, August 19th. 

    Sergt. Wilfrid Jones, returned solder and a former Orangeville boy, was the guest of Mr. and 

Mrs. Isiah Sargeant, First Line, west Caledon, for a few days recently.  Sergt. Jones left 

Toronto with the Queen's Own in August 1914, trained at Valcartier Camp and went through the 

trying experiences of Salisbury Camp during the winter of 1915.  He spent seventeen months in 

France and was through the battles of St. Julien, Givenchy, Festubert, Ypres and 

Zillebeke.  Sergt. Jones was wounded at Zillebeke on June 5th, 1916, a bullet from a sniper's 

rifle striking him on the top of the head, smashing his helmet and driving a piece of his skull 

down on the brain  He was on his back for five months from the effects of his injuries.  The 

operation for the removal of the piece of bone from his brain was both delicate and difficult, but 

was a complete success -- so much so that while convalescing Sergt. Jones became a show 

patient, being frequently visited by other doctors who had learned of his case.  When he had 

recovered sufficiently the young solder was invalided home and arrived in Canada last 

December.  While at the front Sergt. Jones was awarded the Military Cross for conspicuous 

bravery in the field. 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 16-Aug-1917 Page 6, Column 6 

 
SIGNALLER W. J. PENNEY 

    The above is a photo of Signaller W. J. Penney, of Laurel, who was recently officially 

reported dead.  Signaller Penney, who enlisted in the 95th Battalion in November, 1915, has 

been missing since October 8th, 1916.  He went to France with reinforcements for the 4th 

file:///E:/2022-08%20Backup/Documents/Jan%20Old%20Computer/My%20Webs/OntarioObits/genealogy/dufferin/WWIimages/19170816_PENNEY.JPG
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Battalion and had only been in the firing line a short time when he was reported missing.  A 

memorial service will be held in Laurel Methodist Church next Sunday. 

 

 

https://dufferinmuseum.catalogaccess.com/archives/35100  

Album, Dufferin County Enlistments, WWI, 1914 – 1918 

Catalogue Number: AR-2092-994 

Book of enlistment records compiled by Lord Dufferin Chapter I.O.D.E (IODE) Orangeville, 

recording enlistments of men from Dufferin County in World War 1, many include photographs. 

Service record of each person includes, name, address, age, birthplace, physical attributes, 

religion, when/where enlisted, marital status, service No., rank and unit, allowance from 

patriotic fund, next of kin, date and place of marriage, military experience previous to 

enlistment, history after enlistment, date of death or discharge. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://dufferinmuseum.catalogaccess.com/archives/35100
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John James Proctor (Mono) #643655 
Rev. Jan Researching 

 

PERSONNEL FILE DOWNLOADED (43 PAGES, ANCESTRY.CA) 

 
 

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/mono-township-community-

centre-and-memorial-hall 

Cenotaph: Mono Centre Community Hall Plaque (Listed as ?? ) 

 

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/mono-mills-cenotaph 

Cenotaph: Mono Mills 

 
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/dufferin-county-war-memorial 

Cenotaph: Orangeville 

 
Dufferin Remembers: Rank: Corporal; Service #: 643655; CEF, 157th Battalion (Simcoe 

Foresters); CEF, 4th Bn.; CEF, 125th Bn.; Died 1918/11/16 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 24-Feb-1916 Page 4, Column 5 

HOCKLEY 

(Intended for last week) 

    A number of citizens and friends gathered in the hall at Hockley on Tuesday evening, Feb. 

8th, and presented Mr. John Proctor with a wrist watch and purse, and Mr. Hogben with a 

purse, as slight token of the appreciation of their friends in the surrounding vicinity. 

    Mr. Proctor has always lived in Hockley and many friends and school chums feel sorry to 

part with him, knowing his place will be vacant in St. James Anglican Sunday School and 

Church, where he was faithful in attendance, and many other places.  But the sincere hope of his 

friends is that it will only for a brief space, and they shall feel proud to have their soldier boy 

back once more. 

    Mr. Hogben, who has been living in our midst some time, will also be missed, as he gained 

the favor of the people in some little time. He was always willing to give help in any way in the 

choir and anything he could do. 

    Their friends felt they could not let them depart without expressing in some way their 

gratitude to them.  Mr. Thomas Goodeve acted as chairman, and after explaining the object of 

the meeting, and after singing "The Maple Leaf Forever," he asked Mr. John Proctor and Mr. 

Geo. Hogben to come to the front, and called on the Rev. Mr. Kerr to read the address, while 

Dunning Irwin and Lawrence Cole made the presentations.  Mr. Proctor replied very feelingly 

and cheeringly, saying that he was sorry to leave his friends and his loved ones at home, but 

thought it his duty to do what he was going to do, and assured his friends that if he could keep 

the Germans from coming over to Hockley, he would do all in his power.  Here was a pause 

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/mono-township-community-centre-and-memorial-hall
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/mono-township-community-centre-and-memorial-hall
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/mono-mills-cenotaph
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/dufferin-county-war-memorial
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until the loud clapping and cheering ceased.  He also assured everyone that he could not thank 

them enough nor say in words what gratitude he felt towards them for their thoughtfulness and 

kindness, and that at every glance at his watch there would be a thought for everyone.  He 

closed begging that all should not forget to pray for him, while he was sure he knew they 

would. 

    Mr. Hogben's reply was much shorter, as he assured everyone it was quite a surprise for him 

when he was called forward, but that he should never forget the people of Hockley for their 

kindness to him, then and in the past.  He thanked them in every way as it was very little in 

return, and if he did not express his feelings, nevertheless, he felt very deeply. 

    The Rev. Mr. Kerr gave a very encouraging address to the boys cautioning them in their new 

life and deeply sympathising with their mother, father, sister, brother, wife and children, who, he 

said, were sacrificing more than was really thought. 

    After all the speaking meeting with great applause and the singing of "God Save the King," 

the ladies served lunch, which was enjoyed by everyone. 

    After the supplying of the inner self, and departure of some of the older people, the young 

people enjoyed the remainder of the evening in dancing and music with their two departing 

friends.  Following is the address : 

                    Hockley, Feb. 8th, 1916. 

    It is with mingled feelings of pride, of sorrow and of joy, that we meet you here this evening, 

the eve of your departure to join the 157th Simcoe Battalion, His Majesty's Forces, for active 

service in the great struggle which our Empire is now engaged in, for no less a cause that the 

liberty of the civilized world. 

    We feel proud because our locality is to be represented in this great world struggle for right, 

because you are going forth to fight, not only for our beloved Empire and all she holds dear, but 

also for our own homes, for our liberty and all that is dear to us.  We feel sad because you are so 

soon to leave us.  Your sacrifice, the greatest any man can make, was not a surprise to us, for we 

believe this is a question which every loyal son of liberty and of the great Anglo-Saxon race is 

facing and trying to decide at this momentous time.  Where lies my duty at this moment? We 

now a dangerous path lies before you, and therefore we hesitate to part with you. 

    We rejoice because of your victory in the great mental struggle which we know was yours, 

that, while many things called you back yet you listened to the greatest call when you believed 

to be the call of duty.  We rejoice because of the opportunities which you have before you, of 

bearing, not only the honor of our beloved Empire and of our Fair Dominion, but also of our 

own locality.  We know you will bear it worthily.  Did we not feel so, we can assure you our 

sorrow would be much greater, but we rejoice because our acquaintance with you assures us 

that you will. 

    Mr. Proctor, please accept from us, the people of Hockley and locality this watch and sum of 

money, and as you look at this watch under whatever condition, may it remind you, not only of 

the esteem of your friends of this locality, but of the prayers which will be offered on  your 

behalf to our loving Father who watches over us all. 

    Mr. Hogben please accept this sum of money as a slight token of our appreciation and esteem 

of your worth.  We can assure you that you will not be forgotten while absent from us.  For you 
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both we pray that you may never be found wanting in duty, that God will keep and protect you, 

and that He will grant you a safe and speedy return. 

    For our Empire and beloved Dominion, we pray that the God of Battles will grant a speed 

and successful issue to our cause and to the world at large lasting peace. 

                Signed DUNNING IRWIN; LAWRENCE COLE 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 14-Mar-1918 Page 4, Columns 1-2 

HAVING GOOD TIME 

Hockley Boy Writes a Cheery Letter from the Front in France; Had a Pleasant Christmas 

    Mrs. Geo. Proctor, of Hockley, has received the following letter from her son, John 

J. Proctor, who is serving on the Western front: 

            Somewhere in France, 

My Dear Mother, -- 

    Just a few lines to let you know that I am real well.  I hope that this finds you all the same at 

home.  I received the letter that Ethel wrote when she was home alright.  I sure was glad to hear 

from you -- the first letter in a month or more.  I also got one from Ella and George. I am going 

to write to them right away.  Well, mother, your Christmas card is the nicest one I received this 

year.  It sure was real nice.  I do hope you received the one I sent you, but it is not nearly so 

nice.  I am really glad that Jim and Ethel are home with you for a while, for you will have a 

good time.  I got her box alright.  It was a dandy.  You mentioned in your letter about all being 

over to Uncle John's.  I know that you would have a great time that night.  I am sure that father 

and Jim would have a big time out hunting, but Garfield is doing so well trapping that there will 

not be anything left for me when I get home. I do not think it will be long now.  Things are 

looking pretty good over here. Just another two or three months now and I think it will all be 

over, so cheer up and don't be down-hearted for a better day is coming.  I am alright and am 

having the best time I ever had in my life.  Mother, don't be afraid of the money for I have given 

$50 to the War Loan, so you will get the certificate, which you may expect to receive any time 

now. 

    I was glad to hear that Mrs. Goodeve and Hattie and Tom were all well. I haven't heard from 

any of them for a long time now.  What is Robert John doing and also the rest of the boys 

around Hockley?  Have there been any dances around there this year?  I was sorry to hear that 

Mr. R. Moffatt had been so sick. I suppose he would not be able to do much this winter.  Give 

my best wishes to everybody for a happy New Year.  I have been out since before Christmas and 

will be for a while longer.  We had a dandy Christmas and also a good New Year.  We have had 

a better time than last year in England.  I would not want any better.  Where did you spend 

Christmas?  I hope you had a good time and I am sure you would  The boys and I are just sitting 

around the stove eating cake and all kinds of stuff.  There are lots of boxes coming in now.  I 

have not got the other box you sent me yet, nor the ones the girls sent.  They will come yet and I 

will write and let you know as soon as I get them.  Well, mother, I think I will have to close for 

this time as I can not think of any more news.  I shall hope to hear from you all soon.  Love to 

all. 
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    Your loving son, 

                    -- JOHN 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 28-Nov-1918 Page 2, Column 2 

HOCKLEY SOLDIER DEAD. 

    G. J. Proctor, of Hockley, an overseas soldier, was reported last week as having died.  He is a 

brother of Mrs. Geo. Goodeve, First street.  We understand that his relatives have not learned 

any particulars beyond the fact that he had been ill with pleurisy. 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 09-Jan-1919 Page 7, Column 1 

    A memorial service for the late Corp. John Proctor, of Hockley, will be held in St. James' 

church, Hockley, on Sunday, Jan. 19th at 2.30 p.m. 

 

Orangeville Banner dated 23-Jan-1919 Page 5, Column 5 

HOCKLEY 

    As one who ministers in things spiritual to the people of the village of Hockley, and as one 

who feels keenly interested in the life of its citizens, I wish on their behalf, as well as my own, 

to express to Mr. and Mrs. Geo. Proctor of that village our most profound appreciation of their 

contribution toward the winning of this war in the person of their son, the late Corp. 

John Proctor.  It will be remembered that Corp. John Proctor, after seeing 18 months in the 

trenches, contracted pneumonia and died in a French hospital shortly after the signing of the 

armistice.     

    I was not personally acquainted with this brave soldier but I have heard a great deal about 

him and I hold his family to be among the most esteemed in my parish.  Undoubtedly, we have 

lost, in the person of the deceased, one of the most promising young men of the whole 

countryside.  He was a splendid type of fellow, of manly character and good morals.  He was of 

that kind which we can ill afford to lose -- a constant attendant at the church and Sunday 

School, one who took an interest in all that made for the uplift of the community, one whose life 

was an example, one whose frank honesty and cheerful disposition were ever an inspiration to 

the village life.  He is gone.  We so looked forward to his homecoming.  Now, when others are 

coming back crowned with glory, our hearts are so lonely.  We looked to have received him 

royally, who had fought so gallantly for us.  The tragedy which made his end doubtly pathetic 

was that he died after having, by his efforts, given us the gift of peace; the war was over.  we 

know not how to express to his parents our heartfelt appreciation and sympathy.  Our hearts go 

out to them in their age and bereavement.  May God reward them for the gift of their boy.  May 

He give to the hero the rest and peace he so richly deserves in a better land where virtue and 

sacrifice are crowned.  Requiescat in Pace. 

    (Signed)  A. C. McCOLLUM, 

    Insumbent of St. James' Church, 

                Hockley, Ont. 

    Memorial service for the late Corp. John Proctor will be held in the church at Hockley on 

Sunday, Jan. 19th, at 2.30 p.m. 
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To Mr. and Mrs. George Proctor and Family, 

Dear Friends: 

    As acting in the capacity of Recorder in the regular meeting of the Loyal Orange Lodge No. 

465, Hockley, I was authorized by a vote of the brethren to write you a letter of condolence in 

view of your great loss in the death of your son and brother, John, in France.  Jon was one of the 

brothers in the Lodge and his place will be greatly missed.  As a Lodge, our heartfelt sympathy 

goes out to you in this great bereavement.  He is one more of those brave boys of whom it is 

said!  "Their name liveth forever."  Please accept our most sincere sympathy as Orange 

brethren. 

    On behalf of L. O. L. 465, 

        A. C. McCollum, Recorder. 

 

PROCTOR, G. J. - Orangeville Banner; 1918-11-28 P2, C3 

PROCTOR, John - Orangeville Banner; 1918-12-23 P5, C5 
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Robert Skuse (Mono) #928160 
Rev. Jan Researching 

 

PERSONNEL FILE DOWNLOADED (38 PAGES, ANCESTRY.CA) 
 

 

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/mono-township-community-

centre-and-memorial-hall 

Cenotaph: Mono Centre Community Hall Plaque (Listed as Orangeville) 

 
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/dufferin-county-war-memorial 

Cenotaph: Orangeville 

 

Dufferin Remembers: Rank: Private; Service #: 928160; CEF, 164th Battalion (Halton & 

Dufferin); Canadian Infantry (Eastern Ontario Regiment), 21st Bn; Died 1918/08/06  

 

Ontario Obits – Dufferin WWI - Nothing in The Orangeville Banner war files I have on hand 

 

 

 

The Globe & Mail dated Saturday, August 24, 1918, Page 12, Column 1 

FRIDAY A.M. LIST 

928160, R. Skuse, Hespeler, Ont.; 

 

The Hamilton Spectator dated Saturday, August 24, 1918, Page 7 

R. Skuse, Hespeler, Ont. 

 

The Toronto Star dated Friday, August 23, 1918, Page 9 

928160, R. Skuse, Hsepeler, Ont. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/mono-township-community-centre-and-memorial-hall
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/mono-township-community-centre-and-memorial-hall
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/dufferin-county-war-memorial
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Joseph Tompkins (Amaranth) #?????? 
Rev. Jan Researching 

 

PERSONNEL FILE DOWNLOADED (48 PAGES, ANCESTRY.CA) 

PERSONNEL FILE – CANNOT FIND EASILY ON ANCESTRY.CA 

 

 

Dufferin Remembers: Nothing listed 

 

Ontario Obits – Dufferin WWI - Nothing in The Orangeville Banner war files I have on hand 

 

Government of Canada WW1 Personnel Records 

Tompkins, William M (Milton W) #636905 

Tompkins, Alfred E #A30492 DOB 1890-08-24, enlisted in BC 

Tompkins, Amos James #1018138, DOB 1880-02-24, residing SK 

Tompkins, Archie William #3205282, DOB 1895-09-25, residing AB, Baptist 

Tompkins, Arthur #59993, DOB 1878-06-20 born England, enlisted Kingston (Bootmaker) 

Tompkins, Arthur John #410904, DOB 1878-06-20 born England, enlisted Lindsay (Laborer) 

Tompkins, Bradstreet #3257755, DOB 1897-07-30, residence NB 

Tompkins, Bradstreet #18101-B-7 (no digital file) 

Tompkins, Cecil #2329838, DOB 1898-12-27, residence NS 

Tompkins, Charles Andrew #3323846, DOB 1897-02-24, residing Kemptville, enlisted Ottawa 

Tompkins, Charles Herbert #1251300, DOB 1893-01-31, residing AB 

Tompkins, Daniel Leland #183412 DOB 1894-07-07, enlisted AB 

Tompkins, David Francis Rodney #907302, DOB 1893-09-18, residing SK 

Tompkins, Elijah #1093254, DOB 1873-02-28, enlisted Bancroft 

Tompkins, Elmer #711910 (or 911910?) 

Tompkins, Ernest #838424 residing in Owen Sound, enlisted Owen Sound (Baker) 

Tompkins, Ernest Thomas #500089, enlisted in BC 

Tompkins, Fred Herbert #, residing NB 

Tompkins, Fred James #342046, St. Catharines 

Tompkins, Frederick, residing AB 

Tompkins, Frederick John #835585, residing Bath ON, enlisted Kingston 

Tompkins, Frederick John #703824, residing BC 

Tompkins, George Harry #523779, residing MB 

Tompkins, George Herman, residing QC 

Tompkins, Gerald Leo #4030481 

Tompkins, Guy #444265 

Tompkins, H #2700006 

Tompkins, Harold Bertram #3138476 

Tompkins, Harold Frederick #709621 
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Tompkins, Harry #523676 

Tompkins, Harry #3214708 

Tompkins, Harry Blanchard #2700006 

Tompkins, Hartley Richmond #853609 

Tompkins, Herbert #133192 

Tompkins, Herbert #700517 

Tompkins, Herbert Barton #925145 

Tompkins, Herbert Elias #709620 

Tompkins, James #5216, enlisted Valcartier 

Tompkins, James #2768287, residing USA from Ridgetown, ON 

Tompkins, James Earl #737127, residing AB 

Tompkins, James Kenneth #414891, residing NS 

Tompkins, James Ray #249840 

Tompkins, John #504190 

Tompkins, John #634107 

Tompkins, John #3209352 

Tompkins, John #115631 

Tompkins, John Douglas #442857 

Tompkins, John Vernon #904236 

Tompkins, Joseph #430996, residing BC 

Tompkins, Joseph John #183741, Enlisted AB, (Farmer) 

Tompkins, Joseph Thomas #523547 (LINKS TO LEONARD THOMAS??) 

Tompkins, William, Goff, Joseph #248677 

 

Toronto Star dated October 25, 1915, Page 5 

Sixteenth Battalion – Wounded: Pte. Victor Tompkins, Regina 

 

Toronto Star dated June 19, 1916, Page 5 

Wounded: 414891 Pioneer James Kenneth Tompkins, Truro, NS 

 

The Globe & Mail, Friday, June 30, 1916 Page 4 

Killed in Action: 444820 Pte. S. M. Tompkins, Perth, NB 

 

The Globe & Mail, Wednesday, September 20, 1916, Page 3 

Wounded: 703824 Pte. F. J. Tompkins, Vancouver  

 

Toronto Star, Thursday, September 21, 1916, Page 5 

Wounded: 703824 Pte. F. J. Tompkins, Vancouver 

 

Toronto Star dated October 14, 1916, Page 14 

Wounded: 68034 W. Tompkins, Stickney, NB 
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Toronto Star dated March 19, 1917, Page 4 

Wounded: 133192 Herbert Tompkins, England 

 

Toronto Star dated May 1, 1917, Page 5 

Wounded: 430886 J. Tompkins, Vernon BC 

 

The Globe & Mail, Wednesday, August 15, 1917, Page 3 

Wounded: 835585 F. J. Tompkins, Bath, Ont. 

 

Toronto Star dated January 14, 1918, Page 5 

Wounded:  895311 P. W. Tompkins, Gladys AB 

 

Toronto Star dated January 16, 1918, Page 5 

Died of Wounds: 895511, P. W. Tompkins, Gladys AB 

 

Toronto Star dated August 26, 1918, Page 11 

Wounded: 1018136, A. J. Tompkins, Meota, SK 

 

Toronto Star dated September 24, 1918, Page 16 

Gassed: 835585, F. J. Tompkins, Bath ON  

 

Toronto Star dated October 15, 1918, Page 2 

Wounded: 410904, A. J. Tompkins, Pickering St. 

 

Toronto Star dated  

Wounded 
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Ernest Whitworth (Mono)  #669993 
*CHECK SPELLING ON MEMORIALS 

Rev. Jan Researching 

 

PERSONNEL FILE DOWNLOADED (52 PAGES, ANCESTRY.CA) 

 
 

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/mono-township-community-

centre-and-memorial-hall 

Cenotaph: Mono Centre Community Hall Plaque (listed as ??) 

 
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/dufferin-county-war-memorial 

Cenotaph: Orangeville 

 

Dufferin Remembers: Rank: Private; Service #: 669993; CEF, 75th Battalion (Mississauga) 

Died 1917/10/15 

 

Ontario Obits – Dufferin WWI - Nothing in The Orangeville Banner war files I have on hand 

 

The Ottawa Citizen dated Monday, June 17, 1918, Page 3 

Presumed to Have Died 

669993 Pte. Ernest Whitworth, England 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

  

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/mono-township-community-centre-and-memorial-hall
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/mono-township-community-centre-and-memorial-hall
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/dufferin-county-war-memorial
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Harold Woodgate (Amaranth) #6278 (or 21399???) 

Rev. Jan Researching 

 

PERSONNEL FILE DOWNLOADED (74 PAGES, ANCESTRY.CA) 

 
 

Rank: Private 

Service #: 6278 

CPC/WVA # 21399, Army 

 

Military Info: 36th, 5th Battalion 

Date of Birth: January 17, 1895 

Wounded June 15, 1915 

Next of Kin: Father, Arthur Woodgate on Fetter Lane in London, E. C. England (New Barnet) 

Enlisted in Valcartier, QC on September 18, 1914. 

Paperwork started as Harold S. Woodgate but then changed to Harold Arthur Woodgate – 

looking like they finally saw some authorized paperwork.  

Attestation and full personnel file downloaded.  

 

Did not die in service. Copy from Department of Veterans Affairs dated April 27, 1964 states he 

died April 20, 1964 at Camp Hill Hospital in Halifax, NS. 

 

Dufferin Remembers: Nothing listed 

 

 

 
Orangeville Banner dated 28-Jun-1917 Page 4, Column 3 

SEEING LONDON 

Laurel Boy Tells of Visit to Metropolis 

Pte. H. J. Nelson Writes Epworth League Interesting Descriptive Letter 

    The following is a letter written by Pte. H. J. Nelson, of the 164th Battalion, to Laurel 

Epworth League, by request of one of the members: 

                    East Sandling, 

                        May 15, 1917. 

    Dear Leaguers. - On Wednesday, May 9th, about half of our Battalion got their "Landing 

leave." It commenced with "Reveille" 5.30 a.m., so we were astir bright and early by 9 a.m. 

were on the train for the various places in England, Ireland and Scotland that we wished to visit. 

    Spending my pass in London, I did not see much of the country.  However, our ride on the 

train from camp to London, which consisted of a couple of hours, was through part of Kent, 

which is very pretty.  The hop gardens were quite interesting, and the orchards were quite 

numerous and were out in bloom, and with the green hedges and trees made the scenery almost 
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perfect. 

    We arrived in Mighty London about the noon hour, and were met by men giving their time to 

soldiers' clubs, etc. so our first difficulty of where to go first was overcome quite easily.  I might 

was well explain just here, that here and there in London are Y.M.C.A.'s and Soldiers' and 

Sailors' Clubs, where lads can go for board or lodging.  At them we can feel right at home, and 

can obtain information as to the ways of going to any particular place, what sort of shops to be 

sure to count your change in, etc. 

    The majority of English people can not do enough for the soldiers.  Wednesday afternoon, we 

spent riding through the city on top of a motor bus.  We got our first glimpse of Picadilly.  That 

afternoon we also called at Harold Woodgate's home, and got such a welcome, that we felt we 

were not so far from home after all.  Before leaving we promised to spend the week end with 

them.  We finished the day up by going to see a play, which was a good one, then went back to 

our Y.M.C.A. hut, and early Thursday morning, "rolled in for some sleep." 

    Thursday morning we set out for London Tower.  I can only mention a few of the things we 

saw there, which are so interesting because of their historical value.  We managed on entering 

the grounds to attach ourselves to a small party going through with a guide.  Many things we 

would scarcely have noticed we found had quite an interesting history.  We were in the cell Sir 

Walter Raleigh was imprisoned in for so long, and where Edward V, the Duke of York, and 

Henry IV, were murdered.  We also saw the block and the axe with which at least three rulers 

were beheaded, an the pot on which the scaffold was built for the execution of quite a number 

of great men and ladies.  There are many deeds associated with the old tower that do not reflect 

to Britain's credit. 

    We found the room in which the ancient and some modern war implements are kept, quite 

interesting.  A few, I will mention, are the armour of Henry VIII and of the ancient periods, the 

battle axes, lances and old flint locks.  We saw the cloak in which Wolfe died, the late Lord 

Robert's revolver, and Earl Kitchener's sword. 

    We also saw the English Regalia.  Among the man crown jewels, we saw the Imperial state 

crown of King George V and also the one made for Queen Victoria's coronation, the state sword 

of His Majesty King Edward VII, and a rather ancient wine fountain, used by Charles II. 

    On Thursday afternoon we went through parts of the law courts and also St. Paul's Cathedral 

where we saw the Lord Mayor of London, who was attending a ceremony for Battalions gone 

overseas (overseas here means to France). 

    Thursday night we took in another quite popular play at the Adelphia Theatre. 

    Friday morning we visited Westminster Abbey.  here we also saw many things of interest 

connected with our English History, which we did not pay too  much attention to at school.  Of 

special interest were the tombs and monuments, also the present chapel, and those used as such 

in the earlier times.  We then visited the National Art Gallery, where hang paintings of all the 

famous artists back for several centuries. 

    Friday afternoon we visited first the Victoria and Prince Albert museum.  It would be useless 

to try describing what we saw while there.  What interested us most was the galleries of pictures 

of the present war.  While looking at them we met the Duke of Connaught and Princess 

Patricia.  Much to our surprise, on saluting him, he stopped and talked to us for a few moments, 
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and the Princess also spoke to us of Canada, asking what part we came from, etc.  We sure felt 

quite honored, especially as quite a number of English folk were around and it somewhat made 

them look.  There is so much class distinction here, you see it everywhere.  We next went to the 

Natural History Museum, where we also saw many things of interest.  That night we went to the 

Savoy Theatre to see one of Shakespeare's plays (Hamlet). 

    Saturday morning we went out with a small party of soldiers and a guide.  We went to see 

Buckingham Palace first.  Here we saw the changing of the Royal Guard, which is one of the 

principal sights to see in London.  That morning the Grenadiers relieved the Scots.  From there 

we went to the following places, Green Park, St. Sames' Square, where Queen Victoria's 

monument is built; Whitehall and St. James' Mother Alexandra resides, the residences of Duke 

of Connaught, Lloyd George and Bonar Law.  We next went through the Parliament 

buildings.  We were through the King's robing room, also the Queen's The House of Lords, and 

the corridors and cloak room.  Here we saw the hooks on which the Lords hang Palace, 

Mowbray House, where Queen their hats, each having his name below his hook.  We saw Earl 

Kitchener's but did not hang our caps on it as many of the visitors do.  From there we went into 

the House of COmmons and also a room which for almost five centuries was the seat of 

government. 

    Saturday afternoon we went to spend the week end with my old chum Woodgate's people, 

and must say we had a splendid time. 

    Monday night we went back to camp.  A station in London was a general meeting place, from 

which we all returned by special train.  Almost all the lads had a splendid time.  Those who 

went to Scotland claim they could not have been used better and made feel more at home 

anywhere, while those who stopped in England were quite ready to debate the question with 

them.  It certainly was apparent to all that the folk of the "Old Land" greatly appreciate the 

Canadians, and give us great praise for what we have done.  Before closing, I wish to say that I 

have not forgotten the League and wish it and the good people of the community success and 

prosperity. 

                As ever a member, 

                        H. J. NELSON 
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WW2: Donald Lewis Allen (Mono) #B148720 
Hawkins Researching  

 

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/mono-township-community-

centre-and-memorial-hall 

Cenotaph: Mono Centre Community Hall Plaque (listed as Mono Centre) 

 
Dufferin Remembers: Rank: Private; Service #: B148720; R.C.I.C., Lincoln and Welland 

Regiment; Died 1944/10/28 

 

Toronto Star dated 27-May-1944 Page 22 

ACTIVE SERVICE IN MEMORIAM 

      ALLEN – In loving memory of my dear husband, Sergeant Pilot Donald George Allen of 

the R.C.A.F., who was killed on active service in Scotland, May 28, 1942, in his 21st 

year.  There is a link death cannot sever, Love and remembrance last forever. – Ever 

remembered by his wife, Florence. 

     ALLEN – In loving memory of a dear son and brother, Sergeant Pilot Donald 

George Allen.  Nothing can ever take away The love a heart holds dear; Fond memories linger 

every day, Remembrance keeps him near.  – Always loved and remembered by Mother and 

Dad, sister Nancy and brother Kenneth, R.C.A.F. (overseas). 

 

 

 

  

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/mono-township-community-centre-and-memorial-hall
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/mono-township-community-centre-and-memorial-hall
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WW2: Allan Marshall Curry (Amaranth) #????? 

Hawkins Researching  

 

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/dufferin-county-war-memorial 

Cenotaph: Orangeville 

 

Dufferin Remembers: Rank: Pilot Officer; Service #: not listed; RCAF, Royal Canadian Air 

Force; Died 1943/12/14 

 

Ontario Obits – Dufferin WWI - Nothing in The Orangeville Banner war files I have on hand 

 

 

 

  

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/dufferin-county-war-memorial
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WW2: Thomas “Earl” Goodeve (Mono) #B126293 
Hawkins Researching  

 

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/mono-township-community-

centre-and-memorial-hall 

Cenotaph: Mono Centre Community Hall Plaque (listed as Mono Mills) 

 

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/dufferin-county-war-memorial 

Cenotaph: Orangeville 

 

Dufferin Remembers: Rank: Private; Service #: B126293; R.C.I.C., Carleton and York 

Regiment; Died 1944/09/19 

 

Ontario Obits – Dufferin WWI - Nothing in The Orangeville Banner war files I have on hand 

 

Orangeville Banner dated May 2, 1946, Page 4 – Hockley Military Item, Part 3 

HOCKLEY HONORS SERVICE PERSONNEL 

Gathering of Three Hundred Joined in Official Welcome Home and Presentation Programme in 

Orange Hall. 

     Approximately three hundred people assembled in the Orange Hall, Hockley, on Monday 

night, April 22, to give an official welcome home to the returned service personnel of the 

community.  

     The program opened with the singing of “O God Our Help in Ages Past” with Mrs. Joe 

Anderson as pianist and Rev. H. N. Bracken as chairman. Rev. D. Reese led in prayer, after 

which everyone joined in a sing-song. 

     Then followed the reading of the names of the boys who died on Active Service. One minute 

of silence was observed in their memory. “God Save the King” was then sung.  

     Rev. D. Reese gave a very interesting and instructive address.  Having been a padre in the 

Armed Forces overseas Mr. Reese understands the trials of our returned men in readjusting to 

the civilian way of life. Then followed more community singing, after which the service men 

were called to the platform. Thirteen young men and one C.W.A.C. were present. They were 

introduced and presented with $20 War Savings Certificates. The introductions were made by 

Rev. H. N. Bracken and the presentations by Messrs. Wilfred Reaney and Joe Thompson. 

     Fitting replies of thanks were made by each recipient. 

     All joined in singing “For they Are Jolly Good Fellows.” 

     Lunch was served and the remainder of the evening was spent in dancing. 

     Twenty-three young men and one young woman joined the Active Service. Four of these 

paid the supreme sacrifice. These were: 

     Sergt. Wilmer Stinson, R188037, RCAF. Missing December 2, 1943. Buried in Germany. 

     Pte. Peter W. Storey, B127534, passed away July 22, 1944, from an illness contracted in 

England. 

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/mono-township-community-centre-and-memorial-hall
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/mono-township-community-centre-and-memorial-hall
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/dufferin-county-war-memorial
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     Pte. Earl Thomas Goodeve, B126293, killed on September 19, 1944, in the drive to take 

Rimini. Buried in Italy. 

     Cpl. W. A. Watson, A61044. Wounded in action in October, 1944. Buried in Italy. 

     Men and women of His Majesty’s Forces who have returned home after seeing active 

service:  

     Pte. James Brumwell, A11877, served in the Perth Regiment in Canada, The United 

Kingdom, Africa, Sicily, Italy, France, Belgium, Holland, Germany. Wounded on May 24, 1944. 

Discharged July 5th, 1945. 

     Sapper Wm. D. Chapple, B25503. Joined the Army, Feb. 19, 1941. Served for the most part 

with the 30th Field Company, RCE (Royal Canadian Engineers). Saw action in France, Belgium, 

Holland and Germany. Left Germany June 25, 1945. 

     Corporal Ken. Coles, B143167. Served in England, France, Belgium, Holland and Germany 

with the First Hussars’ Regiment for three years and two months. 

     Pte John Crouch, B51690, of the Lorne Scots, saw service for four years and eight months in 

many countries, including France, Belgium, Holland and Germany. 

     Flight Sergeant Fred R. Davis, R85881. Enlisted Dec. 23, 1940, and is still serving with the 

RCAF. 

     Pte. John D. Lee. Enlisted in 1940. Still serving in the armed forces. 

     Pte. David Thomas McKenzie, A9937, of the Royal Canadian Service Corps. Served in 

Canada, United Kingdom, France, Belgium, Holland and Germany. Discharged March 26, 

1946. 

     Pte. John Page, B64697. Served from July 26, 1941, to November 5, 1945, in England, 

Sicily, Italy, France, Belgium and Holland with the First Canadian Corps Defence Company. 

     Lance Corporal Ernest Patterson, B19075. Served with distinction in many places including 

Canada, England, Sicily, Italy, France, Belgium, Holland and Germany. He was presented with 

the Military Medal by His Majesty King George VI. Discharged October 2, 1945. 

     Sergeant Thomas Philips, B64058, of Headquarters Company. Signed up on June 18, 1940. 

Saw service in Canada and Newfoundland. Later was confined to hospital and sent back to 

Toronto. Discharged Nov. 6, 1944. 

     Sergt. Elmer H. Pierson, R102942, of the RCAF. Served in Canada, Newfoundland and 

Labrador from May 8, 1941 to September 14, 1945. 

     Pte. Alexander Knudsen, B68136. Saw active service overseas and was held prisoner by the 

enemy two ears and eight months. 

     Lance Corporal Robt. Reid, B51920. Enlisted April 26, 1941. Saw service in England and 

Italy and is at present attending Khaki University, England. 

     Pte. Herbert J. Smith, B66116, Perth Regiment, B Company. Served three years in army here 

and overseas. 

     Sergeant W. J. E. Speers, H195624. Joined the army December 17, 1942, and served in 

Canada and United Kingdom. Returned to Canada March, 1946. 

     Gunner Fred Watson, B18298. Served four years in the Canadian Army. 

     Pte. John Whittle. Enlisted in 1940. Served a year in the United Kingdom. Due to ill health 

he returned to Canada. 
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     Pte. Cora E. Williams, W22449. Enlisted in CWAC, 1943, and has the distinction of being 

the only local girl to join the services. 

Pte. George E. Williams. B47784, of the Royal Canadian Army Medical Corps. Served in 

Canada, the United Kingdom, Holland, France and Belgium for three years and four months. 

     Pte. Louis O. Williams, B123614. Served in the Canadian Infantry Corps in Canada, the 

United Kingdom, Holland, France, Belgium and Germany. Was wounded twice. In all, Pte. 

Williams served two years and eleven months.  
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WW2: Richard “Herbert” Orr (Mono) #J/20704 
Hawkins Researching  

 

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/mono-township-community-

centre-and-memorial-hall 

Cenotaph: Mono Centre Community Hall Plaque (Listed as Mono Mills) 

 

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/mono-mills-cenotaph 

Cenotaph: Mono Mills 

 

Dufferin Remembers: Rank: Flying Officer (Pilot); Service #: J/20704; R.A.F., Royal Air 

Force, 78 Sqdn.; Died 1943/08/28 

 

Ontario Obits – Dufferin WWI - Nothing in The Orangeville Banner war files I have on hand 

 

 

  

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/mono-township-community-centre-and-memorial-hall
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/mono-township-community-centre-and-memorial-hall
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/mono-mills-cenotaph
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WW2: William Peter “Pete” Storey (Mono) #B/127534 
Hawkins Researching  

 

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/mono-township-community-

centre-and-memorial-hall 

Cenotaph: Mono Centre Community Hall Plaque (Listed as Mono Mills) 

 

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/mono-mills-cenotaph 

Cenotaph: Mono Mills 

 

Dufferin Remembers: Rank: Private; Service #: B/127534; R.C.I.C., Canadian Fusiliers (City 

of London Regiment); Died 1944/07/22 

 

Ontario Obits – Dufferin WWI - Nothing in The Orangeville Banner war files I have on hand 

 

Orangeville Banner dated May 2, 1946, Page 4 – Hockley Military Item, Part 3 

HOCKLEY HONORS SERVICE PERSONNEL 

Gathering of Three Hundred Joined in Official Welcome Home and Presentation Programme in 

Orange Hall. 

     Approximately three hundred people assembled in the Orange Hall, Hockley, on Monday 

night, April 22, to give an official welcome home to the returned service personnel of the 

community.  

     The program opened with the singing of “O God Our Help in Ages Past” with Mrs. Joe 

Anderson as pianist and Rev. H. N. Bracken as chairman. Rev. D. Reese led in prayer, after 

which everyone joined in a sing-song. 

     Then followed the reading of the names of the boys who died on Active Service. One minute 

of silence was observed in their memory. “God Save the King” was then sung.  

     Rev. D. Reese gave a very interesting and instructive address.  Having been a padre in the 

Armed Forces overseas Mr. Reese understands the trials of our returned men in readjusting to 

the civilian way of life. Then followed more community singing, after which the service men 

were called to the platform. Thirteen young men and one C.W.A.C. were present. They were 

introduced and presented with $20 War Savings Certificates. The introductions were made by 

Rev. H. N. Bracken and the presentations by Messrs. Wilfred Reaney and Joe Thompson. 

     Fitting replies of thanks were made by each recipient. 

     All joined in singing “For they Are Jolly Good Fellows.” 

     Lunch was served and the remainder of the evening was spent in dancing. 

     Twenty-three young men and one young woman joined the Active Service. Four of these 

paid the supreme sacrifice. These were: 

     Sergt. Wilmer Stinson, R188037, RCAF. Missing December 2, 1943. Buried in Germany. 

     Pte. Peter W. Storey, B127534, passed away July 22, 1944, from an illness contracted in 

England. 

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/mono-township-community-centre-and-memorial-hall
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/mono-township-community-centre-and-memorial-hall
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canada/mono-mills-cenotaph
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     Pte. Earl Thomas Goodeve, B126293, killed on September 19, 1944, in the drive to take 

Rimini. Buried in Italy. 

     Cpl. W. A. Watson, A61044. Wounded in action in October, 1944. Buried in Italy. 

     Men and women of His Majesty’s Forces who have returned home after seeing active 

service:  

     Pte. James Brumwell, A11877, served in the Perth Regiment in Canada, The United 

Kingdom, Africa, Sicily, Italy, France, Belgium, Holland, Germany. Wounded on May 24, 1944. 

Discharged July 5th, 1945. 

     Sapper Wm. D. Chapple, B25503. Joined the Army, Feb. 19, 1941. Served for the most part 

with the 30th Field Company, RCE (Royal Canadian Engineers). Saw action in France, Belgium, 

Holland and Germany. Left Germany June 25, 1945. 

     Corporal Ken. Coles, B143167. Served in England, France, Belgium, Holland and Germany 

with the First Hussars’ Regiment for three years and two months. 

     Pte John Crouch, B51690, of the Lorne Scots, saw service for four years and eight months in 

many countries, including France, Belgium, Holland and Germany. 

     Flight Sergeant Fred R. Davis, R85881. Enlisted Dec. 23, 1940, and is still serving with the 

RCAF. 

     Pte. John D. Lee. Enlisted in 1940. Still serving in the armed forces. 

     Pte. David Thomas McKenzie, A9937, of the Royal Canadian Service Corps. Served in 

Canada, United Kingdom, France, Belgium, Holland and Germany. Discharged March 26, 

1946. 

     Pte. John Page, B64697. Served from July 26, 1941, to November 5, 1945, in England, 

Sicily, Italy, France, Belgium and Holland with the First Canadian Corps Defence Company. 

     Lance Corporal Ernest Patterson, B19075. Served with distinction in many places including 

Canada, England, Sicily, Italy, France, Belgium, Holland and Germany. He was presented with 

the Military Medal by His Majesty King George VI. Discharged October 2, 1945. 

     Sergeant Thomas Philips, B64058, of Headquarters Company. Signed up on June 18, 1940. 

Saw service in Canada and Newfoundland. Later was confined to hospital and sent back to 

Toronto. Discharged Nov. 6, 1944. 

     Sergt. Elmer H. Pierson, R102942, of the RCAF. Served in Canada, Newfoundland and 

Labrador from May 8, 1941 to September 14, 1945. 

     Pte. Alexander Knudsen, B68136. Saw active service overseas and was held prisoner by the 

enemy two ears and eight months. 

     Lance Corporal Robt. Reid, B51920. Enlisted April 26, 1941. Saw service in England and 

Italy and is at present attending Khaki University, England. 

     Pte. Herbert J. Smith, B66116, Perth Regiment, B Company. Served three years in army here 

and overseas. 

     Sergeant W. J. E. Speers, H195624. Joined the army December 17, 1942, and served in 

Canada and United Kingdom. Returned to Canada March, 1946. 

     Gunner Fred Watson, B18298. Served four years in the Canadian Army. 

     Pte. John Whittle. Enlisted in 1940. Served a year in the United Kingdom. Due to ill health 

he returned to Canada. 
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     Pte. Cora E. Williams, W22449. Enlisted in CWAC, 1943, and has the distinction of being 

the only local girl to join the services. 

Pte. George E. Williams. B47784, of the Royal Canadian Army Medical Corps. Served in 

Canada, the United Kingdom, Holland, France and Belgium for three years and four months. 

     Pte. Louis O. Williams, B123614. Served in the Canadian Infantry Corps in Canada, the 

United Kingdom, Holland, France, Belgium and Germany. Was wounded twice. In all, Pte. 

Williams served two years and eleven months.  
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WW2: Harold Whitten (Mono) #B/126411 
Hawkins Researching 

 

Cenotaph: Shelburne? 

Dufferin Remembers: Rank: Private; Service #: B/126411; R.C.I.C., Canadian Scottish 

Regiment; Died 1945/02/18 

 

Ontario Obits – Dufferin WWI - Nothing in The Orangeville Banner war files I have on hand 
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OTHER INFORMATION FOUND ALONG THE WAY: 
 
 

Bronze Plaque on East Wall (Laurel United Church) 
In Loving and Grateful Memory  

of our dear son and brother 
ALLAN MARSHALL CURRY 
A member of this church 

Who gave his life on active service 
Dec 14 --- 1943 

“Greater Love Hath No Man than This 
Until the Day Breaks” 

Erected by his Parents and Brother 
 
*Source: Laurel United Church – In Memoriam (White Binder in the file cabinet in 
minister’s office). Mary Ewen says this is in Amaranth Township building now.  
 
 

Bronze Plaque on East Wall (Laurel United Church) 
TO THE GLORY OF GOD 

And in Affectionate Memory 
Of Those Who Made 

The Supreme Sacrifice 
1914 --- 1919 

Fred Berry 
Samuel Brooks 
Stanley Brown 

Frank Eades 
Robert Ewing 

Joseph Gordon 
Anstead Gordon 

Joseph Irwin 
R.J. McGowen 
William Penny 

Joseph Tompkins 
Harold Woodgate 

 
*Source: Laurel United Church – In Memoriam (White Binder in the file cabinet in 
minister’s office.) Mary Ewen says this is in Amaranth Township building now. 
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Wooden Plaque on East Wall  (Laurel United Church) 
 

HONOUR ROLL 
 

Stanley Allen      John Marriot 
Stanley Brown*      Bert Martin 
William Buttersby      Cecil Menary 
Roy D Bryan      Stanley McPherson 
Elmer Bryan      John Maltby 
Fred Berry*       R.J. McGowan* 
Samuel Brooks*      Leonnard McCabe 
Harry Cooney      Hunter Nelson 
Earl Cooke       Richard Neat 
John Connelley      William Penny* 
Robert Ewing*      Robert Pratt 
Frank Eades*      Bert Roach 
Stanley Greenslade     Ernest Richardson 
Thomas Gatehouse     Percy Root 
Harold Gooding      Thomas Richardson 
Ernest Gibbs      Earl Stevenson 
Joseph Gordon*      Robert Smith 
Frank Gordon      Leslie Sawyers 
Anstead Gordon*      Percy Tate 
James Hamilton      Joseph Tompkins* 
Edward Hoptrough     Ernest Varcoe 
Joseph Irwin*      George Wolfe 
Russell Keys      Russell Wolfe 
George Langtree      Harold Woodgate* 
Frederick Mason 
 

*Paid the Supreme Sacrifice 
 
*Source: Laurel United Church – In Memoriam (White Binder in the file cabinet in 
minister’s office.) Mary Ewen says this is in Amaranth Township building now. 
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(Plaque is in the office at Laurel United Church) 
FOR KING AND COUNTRY 

 
Members of 

LAUREL UNITED CHURCH 
Who Volunteered for Active Service  

with 
Canada’s Fighting Forces 

 
Stanley J. Brown 
Donald M. Bryan 
Charles W. Bryan 

Allan M. Curry 
John R.H. Dunlop 

Bruce R.R. Fife 
Harold A. Groskurth 
Robert R. Hamilton 

Roy S. Hamilton 
Roy A. Hornett 

Duncan McPhieters 
Harvey R. Nelson 

Fred Nichol 
Leo Senior 

Henry W. Trimble 
 

 
*Source: Laurel United Church – In Memoriam (White Binder in the file cabinet in 
minister’s office. Mary Ewen says this is in Amaranth Township building now. 
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General Information about War: 
 
Book: Laurel United Church: 100 Years in the Building. 140 Years in the Community, by Neil Banks 
Page 43-44 
 Another event of importance to Laurel was the beginning of World War I in 1914. The large families 
of young people meant there were many boys of enlistment age, and they responded magnificently. The 
Honour Roll in the church lists 53 names of whom 12 lost their lives, a great record for a small 
community. 
 At first, the excitement provided a thrill for the community, but later when the “boys” went into 
action the thrill changed to apprehension and fear as the casualty lists in the daily papers were read.  
Great was the relief when the fighting ceased in 1918, and great the celebrations at Laurel station when 
the “boys” came home. In the 1920s, and into the 1930s, Remembrance Sunday was one of the largest 
services of the year.  The veterans still living in the area were joined by those who had moved to other 
areas and all lined up in drill formation before and after the service – a yearly reminder of the part Laurel 
had played in the war.  
 Because of the decreased enrolment in the theological colleges during the war, there were 
insufficient students to fill the scheduled week-end supply. This shortage resulted in the Junior Pastor 
being removed from Laurel in 1918, leaving it a one-minister circuit. Even with improved roads, it was 
difficult for this one minister, though assisted by local preachers, to meet the needs of six points, so to 
provide a more satisfactory ministry to the people, Bowling Green was transferred to Grand Valley and 
Campania to Monticello in 1919, and Salem was amalgamated with Laurel in 1920. The remaining 
churches, Laurel, Whitting, and The Maples then formed a three-point circuit which continued until the 
rearrangement of the pastoral charges following union in 1925.  
 
The Orangeville Sun dated April 3, 1919, Page 1 
THIRTY-THIRD IN BIG SCRAPS 
Orangeville Boys Helped to Smash the Huns With This Famous Canadian Battery 
... mentions Bert “Tod” Booth, Hustinson Keith, Earl Stevenson and Percy “Porky” Leighton, Pte. 
Alexander Fleming, Mr. And Mrs. Stevenson of Laurel, James Armstrong, George A. Leighton, Mr. And Mrs. 
Ed. Robinson 
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