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Hello  
 
The Second Week in Lent 
We lay before you the desires of our hearts, 
that we may be transformed by their fulfillment. 
We pray for grace to take your generous gift 
and step with courage on this holy path, 
confident in the radiant life that is your plan for us, 
made known and given in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
Lent is on the go and it's in a rare time where Ramadan is also happening at the same time. 
Christians spend 6 weeks where we fast and get closer to God, read scriptures focusing on 
Jesus' life and ministry, and participate in some extra worship services.  Our Muslim 
brothers and sisters spend a month where they fast during the sunlit hours (no drink or 
food), is a time of self-reflection and practice self-control, being grateful and sharing 
compassion with others. Extra time is spent reading scripture, worshiping, and praying. May 
all who take time to be closer with our Creator be blessed.  
Thanks to everyone for helping me with the first week of my lenten practice of boundaries.  
---------------------- 
This week's small group ministry summary: 
Family Night: Just 2 of us but I had a great time with Harper who got more comfortable in 
the church and is learning to play hide and seek in the sanctuary. The weather was not the 
best. 
Sunday in worship: 43 in worship on Sunday morning and has been viewed 112 times as of 
Wednesday night.  
United Generations Online: 72 views online as of Wednesday night. 
Sunday Night Prayers: 92 views online as of Wednesday night. 
Lunch & Learn with One Small Cog: About 43 were in attendance and 283 views as of 
Wednesday night. 
Peer Support for Addictions: 5 of us gathered for family and friends support in a hybrid 
form, and enjoyed some cookies that were provided.  
Paper Airplane Club: 5 of us gathered on a blustery night and I want to thank the Baker's 
grandson, Jake, for getting us more comfortable with making some. It was a lot of fun (and 
the cookies are super tasty too!) 
---------------------- 
Volunteer opportunities / Looking For  

• Fixes: Door handle of a cabinet with the chafing dishes is off 
• Fixes: One of the chairs at the AVIT station is wonky 



• Looking for: yes, even more Lego; and Magnetic Tiles! (Like this) The magnetic 
tiles would also be used for Sunday School or as an alternative, youth group, family 
night, and for toddlers.  

• Looking for: a cleanable extra-large foldable/portable play mat we can use for 
toddlers and babies when we have a program in the lower hall (not interlocking 
pieces as we want easy/fast set up and clean up). Purpose: it would be used for 
circle times, preventing them from getting any random dirt from the floor, and 
keeping them a little more comfortable.  

• Volunteering: A person or two I can delegate the task of creating a Memory Wall 
area. It would be a dedicated space of small photos and names of those who have 
passed away in our church community. Location of placement to be determined.  

 
---------------------- 
If you know someone we should send a card to (celebrations, illness, sympathies, etc.), 
please contact Debbie Baker who will be taking care of cards for the next month or so. Call 
519-941-3972 or email dbaker002@sympatico.ca.  
 
Thank you to those I know about in the past week: Susan, Sheila, Bev, Dave & Debbie; 
Lamont for keeping the lots clear and for a few folks who clear the entrances (we're very 
okay if they are clear before our regular volunteers arrive); Pam and Monday night support 
group participants for their encouragement and support; Sunday morning helpers: Debbie S 
& Sheila for refreshments; Bev & Deb V for AVIT; Doug & Donna for music; Cliff for reading 
scripture; and Krista P for greeting; Council in all the prep work for the AGM; Bev, Don, and 
Mary H for all the cleaning they do so the church looks its best on Sunday mornings; Bev 
and Sheila for miscellaneous tasks including new smaller bulletin boards to make a cleaner 
look when we have posters around; the wedding supplies inventory team; Carole B and 
Mary M for donating file folders; Linda an Jim for helping with some file clean up; a Lunch & 
Learn participant who donated some gliders for our paper airplane club (we'll use in the 
future for sure); and sooooo many more 
Blessings, 
Rev. Jan 

 

    
To subscribe, send us an email at highcountryunited@gmail.com  

  
    

  
Our Annual General Meeting was 
held on Feb. 22, 2026. 
 
AGM Reports can 
be downloaded by clicking here.  

 

1) Property Team - we're looking for 
folks who are interested in popping 
into the church to take care of 
various property-related duties like 
changing light bulbs, changing air 
filters, addressing loose handles on 
doors, ensuring fire code safety, etc. 
No big projects, not much time 
needed on any of them, and can be 
done at any time (as long as there's 
not a rental). This team would 
communicate with the Trustees if 
any bigger issues arise that need to 
be addressed. We encourage folks 
of all ages to be part of this team.  

https://www.amazon.ca/dp/B0FQNQ5B67/ref=sspa_dk_detail_2?pd_rd_i=B0FQNQ5B67&pd_rd_w=9MvhJ&content-id=amzn1.sym.516c2169-755e-413a-a38a-68230f4ab66f&pf_rd_p=516c2169-755e-413a-a38a-68230f4ab66f&pf_rd_r=QB2GSAMD4GWPT3K37Z2J&pd_rd_wg=wMi2D&pd_rd_r=6051463f-9667-4138-90ba-35478898dac5&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9kZXRhaWw&th=1
mailto:dbaker002@sympatico.ca
https://www.highcountryunited.ca/uploads/4/0/8/7/40875229/2025_agm_updated.pdf


 
Did you know: 
At our AGM this week, we agreed to 
start up two new teams (not 
committees). Teams are meant to 
do some planning but focus on 
doing and getting things done. 
Thanks to those who put their 
names forward already. 
 
For questions or to put your name 
forward on one or both of these 
teams, please contact the church 
office.   

2) United Generations for 
the Future - we're looking for folks 
who are passionate about the future 
of our church and community. This 
group will focus on financial 
stability, sustainability, and growth. 
This team is filled with creative, 
visionaries, and people who have 
positive energy and are willing to try 
new things. The team would 
communicate with Rev. Jan or 
Council on a regular basis. We 
encourage folks of all ages to be 
part of this team. 

  
  

This Sunday in Worship 
The Wilderness 
 
Scripture |  Matthew 4:1-11 
 

  
Sunday School: 
If teachers aren't available, we'll 
have an activity in the sanctuary for 
the kids. 

 

Sunday's Music: 
• VU 222 - Come Let Us Sing  
• VU 375 - Spirit of Gentleness 
• VU 115 - Jesus Tempted in 

the Desert 
• A song we'll sing each week 

through Lent: In Christ Alone 
 
Reader: Kathy Farelly 
Greeter: Gail Harrington 
Refreshments: Faye Allan 
  

  
  

    
 In Our Prayers: Nancy Hossie still in hospital; Isabel Bospoort back in 
residence; Nancy Dickie has more cancer and new treatments starting, 
hopeful outlooks; Jan & her dad Huey; Jamie & Jesse  

  
    

  

 

Sunday nights we gather to share 
the morning's scripture reading, a 
sung response, a short message, 
and prayers for all the people on our 
list and the world.  

  
  

    

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7Zs9o82P_so
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9q0ydibNHcs
https://youtu.be/Nq-B66S3L-w?si=2_1B-4LyxzM236eJ
https://youtu.be/Nq-B66S3L-w?si=2_1B-4LyxzM236eJ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hURX_fvbq8A


  
Visit this link to join the 
group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/2010151272
902864 

 

This week's focus: 
If someone were to ask me what 
the Bible is, what would I say? 
This week's video: 
https://bibleproject.com/videos/
what-is-bible/  

  
  

    
Construction News  

  
The Barn: We are waiting on drawings and information from the engineer and architects 
so we can assess the work needed. We'll call a congregational meeting to discuss what 
to do next.  
The Solar Panels: Expected to begin in March (going on the main church building).  
If you're interested in contributing to our upgrades/repairs you can make a donation to 
our church's building fund. We have our young people coming up with ideas and will 
share a Go Fund Me page soon. We hope you'll support their fundraisers and ideas.   

  
    
Obituaries  

  
 
BELL, Peter Harold    April 20, 1941 – February 13, 2026 
Peter, born on April 20, 1941, in Brampton, grew up in Cataract. After just six weeks of 
high school, he decided that was enough and embarked on his career as an 
entrepreneur, exploring many options in his earlier years. Peter sold and delivered baled 
shavings and hay from South River before he was even 16 years old. He hauled blocks for 
Peel Block, bought and sold cedar rail posts from Manitoulin Island, trucked potatoes 
from Alliston and hauled equipment for many from all over. In 1968, Peter married 
Marjorie (nee Gray), who passed away in 2009. Peter and Marjorie had two sons, Craig (D-
2013) and Darryl and blended their family with sons Gary, Brent (D-2021), Paul, and 
Mark. Peter purchased 100 acres in Mono Township, five miles north of Orangeville on 
Highway 10 in 1966 and from there he began buying and selling farm and industrial 
equipment, which he continued to this day. Peter possessed a sharp mind for numbers 
and a keen eye for a good deal. He frequented equipment auctions and sales across the 
province, never missing a Saturday auction and amassing a unique collection of goods. 
He was known for his hard bargaining skills and unwavering commitment to his 
prices. Peter also provided valuable financial solutions as a private lender to many when 
traditional banks were not an option, helping to make homeownership a reality. Peter was 
old fashioned and still enjoyed reading newspapers from all over and listening to radio 
broadcasts for the latest news and weather updates. Peter didn’t mind driving many 
miles to pick up the papers from small communities and stopping to check out potential 
deals and tend to his many properties along the way. He was fond of drinking strong beer 
and had a wicked sweet tooth for chocolate milk and Chapman’s ice cream. He will be 
deeply missed and remembered by his numerous associates across the province, 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/2010151272902864
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2010151272902864
https://bibleproject.com/videos/what-is-bible/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBEyRFFxVFVkZzFWN0pyUkRXeXNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR7Nu5nLofxiO96EPVuCnGbV30ChyMJJ-mBKWe_UUT5N3Pdp04WgvWFMAeKHbQ_aem_CjZp3MPsEbZZqdR9oQrwhg
https://bibleproject.com/videos/what-is-bible/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBEyRFFxVFVkZzFWN0pyUkRXeXNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR7Nu5nLofxiO96EPVuCnGbV30ChyMJJ-mBKWe_UUT5N3Pdp04WgvWFMAeKHbQ_aem_CjZp3MPsEbZZqdR9oQrwhg


friends, neighbours, and family. Peter is survived by his son Darryl (Coralee), daughter-in-
law Debbie (Craig, predeceased), and stepsons Gary (Bettina), Paul (Patty), and Mark as 
well as grandchildren Jeffrey, Amy, Adam (Jayda), Tyler, Tonya, Sean (Melissa), Dustin, Rio 
(Kaleigh) and Carter, and eight great-grandchildren. Peter was the son of Harold Thomas 
(D-1981) and Doris (nee Moore) (D-1961) Bell, brother of Diana (D-2018). The family 
would like to thank the nurses of E Wing at Headwaters Health Care Centre, and Dr. Akula 
for their compassionate care in the last few weeks of Peter’s life. As expressions of 
sympathy donations to Bethell House Hospice or Matthews House Hospice would be 
appreciated. A Celebration of Peter’s Life will be held at In Memoriam Funeral Services 
Inc. (28 Main St N, Grand Valley). on Saturday, March 14, 2026. from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 
p.m.  
Online condolences can be made at www.imfunerals.com 
 
 
 
 
Local Funeral Homes listings:  
(Orangeville, Grand Valley, and Shelburne) 

 
 

Dods & McNair 
English, Doug 
Jennex, Carol 
McClughan, Al 
Stewart, Elizabeth 

 

In Memoriam 
Bell, Peter 
Cockerill, Jim 
Jackson, Christine 
Urion, Diane 

 

Jack & Thompson 
No updates  

   
   

  

  

https://bhf.akaraisin.com/ui/bhfdonations/donations/start
https://matthewshousehospice.akaraisin.com/ui/MHHFoundation/donations/start


 
  

   
 

   
 

    



  

  
Tickets for all concerts are $25. 

Tickets for our concert on Saturday, April 18 are on sale now. 
 
 
 



  
We're putting our team together for another cold walk to support The 
Orangeville Food Bank. To join or team or to make a donation online, 

visit: https://secure.e2rm.com/registrant/TeamFundraisingPage.aspx?... 
To make a donation in person, please see Sheila Orton. 

 
 
 

  
The World Day of Prayer 

is being hosted by Westminster United Church, 
247 Broadway, Orangeville 

on Friday, March 6th, at 1:30 p.m. 
This is an ecumenical service written 

by the Christian women of Nigeria this year. 
Refreshments will be served following the service. 

Everyone is welcome. Fully Accessible. 
 
 
 

https://secure.e2rm.com/registrant/TeamFundraisingPage.aspx?teamID=1043337


  

  
Join our team "Disciples on a Roll" and bowl with us on Friday, April 10th in the 
evening. https://www.canadahelps.org/s/jBG4W9 
 
 
  

  

  
Monday night's Families and Friends group link: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84699895330 
 
For more information about any of our support groups 
visit: https://www.highcountryunited.ca/support-groups.html 

https://www.canadahelps.org/s/jBG4W9
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84699895330
https://www.highcountryunited.ca/support-groups.html


 
  

Youth and Young Adults  
  

  
Youth: March discussion will 
include possibly preparing to do a 
skit/play during a worship service. 
We're also looking to do a visit to the 
Food Bank.  

 

  
Young Adults: Send the 
church your email address that we 
can send any young adults news to, 
and your cell number as Sam 
Bradley is setting up a Whats App 
group. And let us know if you want to 
receive the newsletter via email. 

  
  

   
 

Collective 2026 is a national gathering for Youth, Young Adults, and their leaders, presented 
jointly by The United Church of Canada and the Presbyterian Church in Canada. Collective is 
an opportunity to grow in faith, build community, and reflect on shared experiences—together. 
 
August 12–15, 2026 at Brock University, St. Catharines, ON 
Cost: $450 
Registration deadline: June 15, 2026.  
Find out more: https://www.collective-gathering.ca 
 
 
 
   

Theatre Orangeville Night 
  

In April, we're heading to the theatre for a community give back night. It's a 
fundraiser for us that happens the night before a show officially opens. We're 
heading to see: The Wedding Party by Kristen Thomson. Call the box office and 
tell them you're ordering tickets for High Country United Church.  
The Wedding Party takes us behind the scenes with two families, mistaken 
identities, and love - all tied up in a madcap comedy that invites the audience 
to take a seat ringside on the big day. 
Dress up in your ‘wedding best’ and join our cast (who each play a multitude of 
hilarious family and friends attending the wedding), as they hit the dance floor, 
indulge perhaps a little too much, and try to get along. 

https://wowrcucc.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ee15470ca4eab124ea964929b&id=6d84d904de&e=f7d38fafa3


 
 
 

   
  

  

 

DECLUTTERING? 
If you're organizing a pick up at your 
home and have room to add more 
stuff, let us know and we'll share it 
here.  
If you have items to give away or you 
want to sell, let us know. We'll 
provide very basic info here to help 
your stuff find a new home.  

  
  

   



 
  

    
LOOKING FOR:  Nienke Randeraand is asking if anyone has any wool/yarn you 
want to get rid of. She's looking for scraps and full balls. You can leave it in Rev. 
Jan's office and she will deliver.  
FOR SALE:  The church has two rectangular window fans that we used in the 
windows in the sanctuary during the heat of the summer. We will no longer 
need them. They are currently in the office on a chair. For sale by donation.  
LOOKING FOR:  Deb Arenburg is looking for a good used truck. Please call 
519-942-7148. Ideally a 4x4 with an extended cab, but open to any 
consideration.  
FOR SALE: Darlene & Wally K have a face cord of hardwood for sale. Normally 
costing $110 plus delivery. They are selling it for $80. Please contact them 
directly. 
FOR SALE: Gladys has a Honda generator for sale if anyone is interested. 
Please contact her directly.  
 
OnHand Support Services: Sam Bradley (519) 939-0166 
Rides, cooking, cleaning, and PSW care - "Life without Limits" 
https://onhandsupport.carrd.co/#         Email: onhandsupp@gmail.com 
Sparkle Clean: Calum Boston (519) 307-0521 
Exterior Window Washing Services.  Email: 519sparkleclean@gmail.com  

  
 

   

    
A prayer for the week 
God of all, thank you for the grace and encouragement for us to be authentically who 
we all are. We thank you that you take our errors and quirks and make them into 
something beautiful. Thank you that we're doing things to learn and grow together, 
and for those who partner with us along the way. But God... the snow. May we see 
more sunshine and feel the warmth of it on our skin as the toughest month of the 
year comes to an end. God, thank you for being with us through all our days. In Jesus' 
name we pray. Amen.   
 

Heal, comfort and strengthen the world. 
Extinguish all evil and kindle the good. 

 
A link to our 365 days of prayer:  https://highcountryunited.ca/blog 

   
  

High Country United Church 
346255 Side Road 15 WHS 
Mono, ON L9W 6R9 
Phone: (519) 941-0972 
Email: highcountryunited@gmail.com 
Website: www.highcountryunited.ca 
 
 

     

 

To donate: 
* E-transfer 
  highcountryunited@gmail.com 
* Cheque payable to  
   "High Country United Church" 
* Cash 
* Pre-Authorized Payments 
* Through CanadaHelps.org  
Unsubscribe  

   
  

 

https://onhandsupport.carrd.co/#         Email: onhandsupp@gmail.com
https://highcountryunited.weebly.com/blog
http://www.highcountryunited.ca/
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/camilla-united-church/
https://preview.mailerlite.io/preview/1096047/emails/179935278059750518
https://www.facebook.com/highcountryunitedchurch/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UClpdGyjCp8alc4Qfuj8mypg
https://www.instagram.com/highcountryuc/

