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Hello  
It's been a busy (full) start to the year! 

 

Sunday in worship: About 55 of us gathered for worship. 
 

Young Adults: 4 folks joined online for conversation and plans to fundraise for the barn. For 
anyone ages 18-35 who are interested in our monthly gatherings (they'll mostly be online 
via zoom), please send a message with the email you'd like us to send info to, and your cell 
number as Sam's setting up a Whats App group for us. We'll work on getting together in 
person when the weather is better and once some folks are finished the semester. Stay 
tuned for more information! 

 

Peer Support for Addictions: 5 of us were in attendance and were online only due to 
weather. We're just starting to share information about the groups to the wider community 
and our community partners, so if you see it, please share it. You never know who's living 
through this alone.  

 

Looking for photos of your love. We're getting ready to decorate for Valentines and hope 
you and your snuggle bunny have a photo of when you were married, or a cute photo within 
your relationship (human or pet), that you're willing to have displayed at the church. Please 
bring to the office before February 1st. They will be returned after Valentines. 

 

Church History Project (Questions - Part 2): Here is a link for a few more questions. You 
can use this link over and over again to reply for others in your family/friend circle if you 
wish: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/769535P. Paper or online survey responses are 
acceptable. (Paper copies are available in the lower hall.) 

 

We're currently looking for photos of the barn/shed through the years.  
 

Volunteers Wanted:  
• Snow clearing volunteers to clear snow and salt near all entrances only before 

9:00am (Lamont plows the parking lots - thanks to Hal Gillett for being our back up 
while Lamont's tractor's down) 

• Youth Group/Young Adult Leaders: Rev. Jan is looking for a couple of people who 
can fill in on a night when I'm unavailable. In April, youth group may meet weekly 
and I will need some folks to lead. Everything will be provided for you.  

• Snacks for Monday Nights: Starting in February, we would like to offer snacks to 
our Peer Support Groups that meet on Monday nights. Snacks can be as simple as 
cookies or muffins, cheese and crackers, or fruit trays, etc. We don't anticipate 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/769535P


more than 10 people each Monday at this time. If interested, please see the sign 
up sheet in the lower hall.  

• Snacks/Food for Youth Group: There is a sign up sheet for anyone interested in 
feeding our youth group. Sign up sheet is in the lower hall. (Our young adults will 
likely continue meeting online, so no snacks are needed.) 

• Sunday School Leaders needed. If we have 2 more, each volunteer would only 
have to lead 1 Sunday. Everything can be prepared for you. 

Thanks for all you do to help our church family and wider community feel supported, 
nurtured, and fed.  

 
If you know someone we should send a card to (celebrations, illness, sympathies, etc.), 
please contact Gladys who will be taking care of cards for the next month or so. Call 519-
941-5445 or email gladys.meek@icloud.com 

 
Rides Wanted: If you are someone who is willing to offer a ride to others for worship 
services, please let the office know. The need for rides may increase and we'd like to have a 
list when requests come in.  

 
Thank you to those I know about in the past week: Susan, Sheila, Bev, Dave & Debbie, Doug 
& Mary for all the regular and unexpected work being done; Lamont & Hal for clearing the 
snow from the lots; Callum & Elijah for AVIT; Gladys, Linda, and Karen for music on Sunday; 
for our young adults and their energy to make things happen; for Council in all the work they 
do; John Robertson for reading scripture; Debbie Baker for refreshments and those tea 
biscuits are sooooo delicious; Sheila for offering snacks for young adults; Nancy H for 
offering snacks for our support groups Monday night; for our cleaning team; and many 
more.  
Blessings, Rev. Jan   

    
To subscribe, send us an email at highcountryunited@gmail.com  

  
    
This Sunday in Worship 
"Come and See" 
With the baptism of Leroy 
and mom as a new member 
Scripture |  Mark 10:13-16 
 

  

 

Sunday's Music: 
• #412 - This Is the Day 
• #444 - Child of Blessing 
• I Saw the Light 
• #509 - Here I am Lord 

 
Reader: The McArthurs 
Greeter: Ray & Elizabeth Hooper 
Refreshments: Potluck Soups 
Sunday School: Krista Parke 

  
  

    
In Our Prayers: John & Anne as John is in ICU (friends of the Robertsons); Nuncio waiting for 
heart transplant; Ardele Craig's family on her passing; Bruce Cameron's friends and family on 
his passing; The Very Rev. Dr. Bruce McLeod's family and friends on his passing; those affected 
by the crash at 10&10 on Monday; for safe roads in this crazy winter; for our young people who 
are working on fundraisers for the barn repairs; and for the energy and spirit that surrounds us 
as a church community.  
Congrats to the McArthur family who celebrate Leroy's baptism with us on Sunday.  

https://youtu.be/6fFAE_UbAB4?si=Y8AlNmHdlO3sDMWM
https://youtu.be/98iT_yxfXSU?si=j4IcnDuGvUcu4wX_
https://youtu.be/DD3IZB0SGC4?si=xfbFSOuHSK9d1quC
https://youtu.be/1W4gABkEGHA?si=4o4MlEX9Tz2aWWAu


 
  

    

Construction News 
 

  
     Heat pumps have been installed. The Generator is installed and we have to run it every 
now and then just to balance things out. Furnaces are installed. Now we wait until better 
conditions for the solar panels to be installed. In the meantime, we will experience an 
increase in our hydro bill. 
 
     The Barn: We shared a little information on Sunday morning about the barn (shed). We 
had an inspection recently and cannot have any functions in the barn until we do some 
work.  
 
     The barn was built in 1924, originally to shelter horses and cars. I've been told that folks 
would take horses to the church since the side roads were rough in the winter. Then they 
would take their cars that were stored here, to run errands in town. It was also a great way 
to keep the horses warmer & sheltered during church services.  
 
     We have held many a strawberry supper, and beef bbq here, as well as garage sales and 
clothing sales. We are doing so much more now and we need to ensure the safety of all 
who use it. Community use of the barn can offer the financial stability for the church in the 
years to come, as well our ongoing events and some ideas the young adults have. I think we 
all love that barn and the history it holds within its walls.  
 
     The team has had an architect in and a structural engineer will be coming in soon to take 
measurements and assess the current structure. Then the architect will do up drawings, 
and we can get pricing for what's needed and a building permit and complete the 
construction requirements before we can use it again. Costs we expect to incur: Invoices 
for the architect and engineer as well as the changes needed - at the very least changing 
the main door, and restructuring the back door and roof will need to be addressed. 
 
     If you're interested in contributing to the barn repairs, you can make a donation to our 
church's building fund. (We'll share information as it comes available.) We have our young 
people coming up with ideas and will share a Go Fund Me page soon. We hope you'll 
support their fundraisers and ideas.  
 
     The barn is an integral piece of who we are as a church and as a community. The history 
the walls could share are well worth preserving and ensuring that more stories seep into 
the walls for generations to come.   

  

Obituaries 
 

  
The Very Rev. Dr. N. Bruce McLeod (Feb 5, 1929 – January 12, 2026) 
A life lived fully … 
Moderator of The United Church of Canada, 
Ontario Human Rights Commissioner, 
Op Ed columnist for Toronto Star, 



President of the Canadian Council of Churches, 
CNIB volunteer recording books for the blind. 
 

Passionate preacher, pray-er, world adventurer, lover of babies, birds, and life. Poetic verse 
and thought lived in his soul, flowed from his heart down all his days. As Bruce passed 
through Earth’s final door, he was surrounded by the love of his wife, Rev. Joyce Kelly, 
daughters Jeannie, Laura, Marg (Eddie), step-children Garry (Val), Denise (Gary), Darlene 
(Dale), all 18 grandchildren and partners, 15 great-grandchildren, and a host of friends on 
this side of life’s veil and beyond. 
 

Celebration of Life: Sunday, February 1 at Westminster United Church, Orangeville. 
Gathering music and shared photos begin at 2:00, Service at 2:30 p.m. Service live-
streamed through church website. A Memorial tree will be planted at Island Lake 
Conservation Area when springtime smiles upon us. In lieu of flowers and in the spirit of 
Bruce’s life of service, memorial donations may be directed to the Mission and Service 
Funds of the United Church of Canada or to another charity that provides care and 
compassion to others. Messages of condolence and remembrance may be shared with the 
family through Dods & McNair Funeral Home in Orangeville. 
 

Bruce’s faith carried him through every chapter of life. 
“In life, in death, in life beyond death, 
God is with us. We are not alone. 
Thanks be to God.” (United Church Creed) 

 
 

Elnor Ardele Craig (February 28, 1948 - January 15, 2026) 
Mother to Christopher (Nikki) and James (Stacey) and beloved Meema to Elizabeth. Ardele 
is predeceased by her husband Carman, her parents Roy and Elnor Smith and her brothers 
Murray and Jimmy. Ardele is survived by her Brother Cleve Smith and loved by many nieces 
and nephews as well as great nieces and nephews.  
 

Elnor Ardele Smith was born in Hamilton ON. She spent much cherished time in her 
childhood and youth with her grandparents and cousins in Moncton, ON. Later in her youth 
at the family cottage in Wiarton, ON where she met and went on to marry Carman 
Craig. Ardele gave up her career at the Credit Bureau in Brampton, ON to become a stay at 
home Mom until the late 80's when she rejoined the workforce and eventually went on to 
earn her high school diploma and end her working life at her dream job working for 
Community Living Dufferin. She enjoyed donating to children and animal welfare charities 
and loved to spoil any child nearby. 
 

In lieu of flowers, donations in her name can be made to Community Living Dufferin. A 
casual Celebration Of Life will take place at In Memoriam Funeral Services Inc. (28 Main St 
N, Grand Valley) on January 23, 2026, between 11:00 AM -1:00 PM. A few words will be 
spoken at 11:30 AM with lunch to follow. Online condolences can be made 
at www.imfunerals.com 

 
 

Cameron, Wallace Bruce 
Peacefully with family by his side at Dufferin Oaks on Friday, January 16, 2026 in his 97th 
year. Beloved husband of 67 years to Jean (Alexander). Devoted father of Don and the late 
Paul. Loving grandfather of Haley and Bryce. Dear brother of Dwight (Carol) Cameron. 

https://www.communitylivingdufferin.ca/donate
https://www.imfunerals.com/


Predeceased by his siblings Ruth Riddell and Bob Cameron. Brother-in-law of Ivan 
Alexander and Carl (Linda) Alexander. He will be sadly missed by his many nieces and 
nephews. 
 

Friends and family will be received at the Jack & Thompson Funeral Home, Shelburne on 
Saturday, January 24, 2026 from 10:15–11:15 a.m. The funeral service will follow in the 
funeral home chapel at 11:30 a.m. Spring interment at Shelburne Cemetery. If desired, 
donations to the Heart & Stroke Foundation, Dufferin Oaks Auxiliary or the charity of your 
choice would be appreciated. Online condolences may be placed at 
www.jackandthompsonfuneralhome.com  

 

   
  

Local Funeral Homes listings: (Orangeville, Grand Valley, and Shelburne) 
 

 

Dods & McNair 
Brooker, Brian 
Dempsey, Terry 
Hillis, Roy 
Kedge, Lynda 
McLeod, Rev. Bruce 
Stanley, Shawn 
Warren, Jean 

 

In Memoriam 
Craig, Elnor Ardele 
Deaken, Shirley 
Masters, Candace  

Jack & Thompson 
Cameron, Bruce 
Ball, Kenneth  

   
   

  

   



On Monday, January 26, Rural Rescue has a small group training 
in the lower hall and we will work with them regarding space for lunch. We've 

invited them to join us for our lunch that day.  
  

   
 

    

  
Permission to bring snacks to share to our Family Night. 

Please ensure they are NUT-FREE. 
 
 
 

  



   
  

Support Groups 
 

  

  
Families and friends can choose to 

participate online via Zoom. 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84699895330 
 
 

 

  

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84699895330


 

 
  

 

  
  

Youth and Young Adults 
 

  

  
Youth: Please note that the time 
has changed to start a half hour 
earlier so I can get to Sunday night 
prayers in time.  

 

  
Young Adults: Send the 
church your email address that we 
can send any young adults news to, 
and your cell number as Sam 
Bradley is setting up a Whats App 
group. And let us know if you want to 
receive the newsletter via emal. 

  
  

   
  

  



Collective 2026 is a national gathering for Youth, Young Adults, and their 
leaders, presented jointly by The United Church of Canada and the 
Presbyterian Church in Canada. Collective is an opportunity to grow in faith, 
build community, and reflect on shared experiences—together. 
 
August 12–15, 2026 
Brock University, St. Catharines, ON 
Cost: $450 
If the cost is the only thing preventing you from attending, please let Rev. 
Jan know as we might be able to sponsor you through the church or a 
church member.  
 
Registration opens January 15 and closed June 15, 2026.  
 
Collective 2026 will include large-group gatherings, along with dedicated 
sessions designed to inspire, challenge, and equip the diverse streams of 
young people attending. Each day will be filled with worship, recreation, 
discipleship groups, interactive workshops—and of course, delicious 
meals! Find out more: https://www.collective-gathering.ca 
 
 
 
  

  

   
  

  

 

DECLUTTERING? 
If you're organizing a pick up at your 
home and have room to add more 
stuff, let us know and we'll share it 
here.  
If you have items to give away or you 
want to sell, let us know. We'll 
provide very basic info here to help 
your stuff find a new home.  

  
  

   

https://wowrcucc.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ee15470ca4eab124ea964929b&id=6d84d904de&e=f7d38fafa3


 

  
Please note that we have raised the cost of fruit pies. 

Here is the new price list (noting fruit pies have increased by $1): 
Small meat pies: $5  |   Large meat pies: $16 
Small fruit pies: $5    |   Large fruit pies: $15 

Small apple pies: $6    |   Large apple pies: $15  
  

    
FOR SALE:  The church has two rectangular window fans that we used in the 
windows in the sanctuary during the heat of the summer. We will no longer 
need them. They are currently in the office on a chair. For sale by donation.  
 
LOOKING FOR:  Deb Arenburg is looking for a good used truck. Please call 
519-942-7148. Ideally a 4x4 with an extended cab, but open to any 
consideration.  
 
FOR SALE: Darlene & Wally K have a face cord of hardwood for sale. Normally 
costing $110 plus delivery. They are selling it for $80. Please contact them 
directly. 
 
FOR SALE: Gladys has a Honda generator for sale if anyone is interested. 
Please contact her directly.  
 
OnHand Support Services: Sam Bradley (519) 939-0166 
Rides, cooking, cleaning, and PSW care - "Life without Limits" 
https://onhandsupport.carrd.co/# 
Email: onhandsupp@gmail.com 
 
Sparkle Clean: Calum Boston (519) 307-0521 
Exterior Window Washing Services.  Email: 519sparkleclean@gmail.com  

  
    

  

 

   

https://onhandsupport.carrd.co/
https://onhandsupport.carrd.co/


 
 

   

    
A prayer for the week 

God of all, in this very wintery winter, keep us all safe and warm. We pray that 
everyone has a roof over their head and heat to keep them warm. We pray that 
everyone has enough food to sustain and nurture them. We pray that all who 
love the snow are enjoying it, and all who grumble at the snow have someone 

to tend to it. Be with all of us who are just trying to get through the winter. Bless 
us in the projects, programs, and activities we have going on at the church, and 
may the things that cause us worry teach us new things about who we are and 

what we do. God, be with us. In Jesus' name we pray. Amen. 
 

Comfort the world and strengthen the world. 
Extinguish all evil within us and kindle what is good. 

 
A link to our 365 days of prayer:  
https://highcountryunited.ca/blog 

  
Do you like the newsletter? Share it! 
 

         
  

High Country United Church 
346255 Side Road 15 WHS 
Mono, ON L9W 6R9 
Phone: (519) 941-0972 
Email: highcountryunited@gmail.com 
Website: www.highcountryunited.ca 
 
 

     

 

To donate: 
* E-transfer 
  highcountryunited@gmail.com 
* Cheque payable to  
   "High Country United Church" 
* Cash 
* Pre-Authorized Payments 
* Through CanadaHelps.org  
Unsubscribe  

    

 

https://highcountryunited.weebly.com/blog
http://www.highcountryunited.ca/
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/camilla-united-church/
https://preview.mailerlite.io/preview/1096047/emails/177246284030150039
https://preview.mailerlite.io/preview/1096047/emails/177246284030150039
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://preview.mailerlite.io/preview/1096047/emails/177246284030150039
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=&url=https://preview.mailerlite.io/preview/1096047/emails/177246284030150039
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https://preview.mailerlite.io/preview/1096047/emails/177246284030150039
http://www.tumblr.com/share/link?url=https://preview.mailerlite.io/preview/1096047/emails/177246284030150039
https://pinterest.com/pin/create/button/?url=https://preview.mailerlite.io/preview/1096047/emails/177246284030150039
https://www.facebook.com/highcountryunitedchurch/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UClpdGyjCp8alc4Qfuj8mypg
https://www.instagram.com/highcountryuc/

