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Happy New Year! 

We couldn't find much posted online about events in area 
churches. We also know that December is a big month and January 
starts off a little slow.  Be sure to visit your favourite church's 
website or social media accounts. AND please send in any events 
you have. It'll save us time and we won't miss adding events.  

 

We've added a little more information on marketing/advertising and 
grants below in hopes that it's the perfect time to catch up and 
maybe assess how we're reaching our communities.  

 

A PDF version of this newsletter can be downloaded here. 

----------------------------------------------- 

To subscribe to this newsletter, simply email "Subscribe" to 
dufferinuccs@gmail.com. 
 
To submit events, activities, and news, please email 
dufferinuccs@gmail.com before the 25th of each month.   
The newsletter will be sent out around the 1st of each month.  

----------------------------------------------- 

Our next issue will be emailed out on or around February 1st. 
Please send your events in before the 25th.  

https://preview.mailerlite.io/preview/1139787/emails/139603755586815299
mailto:dufferinuccs@gmail.com
mailto:dufferinuccs@gmail.com


 

 We are stronger together. 

Dufferin & Area United Churches 
Promoting Local Events and Activities 
Bringing Our Communities Together 

Find us on Facebook as "Dufferin & Area UCC's" 
Click here to download this newsletter. 

 
  

 
    
The Hub Community Network is a community for young people  
(teens, 20-somethings and their leaders) throughout the area 
United Churches.  Please share this information with your young 
folks as they may be looking for some church connection outside 
our church doors.  

 
  

 

  
 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61566917706119


 
 
   

  

 

  
  

For more information on Worshiplude,  
visit this link: https://wowrcucc.ca/event/worshiplude-2025/ 

 
  

 
   

  

https://wowrcucc.ca/event/worshiplude-2025/


 

  
  

 

  
  



 

   
High Country United Church is located at 346255 Side Road 15 in 
Mono (Camilla) just off of Hwy 10. Visit their website to RSVP or 
register for a any of their free programs. 

 
  

 
   

  

 

  
  

 
    



Church Marketing? 
  

Ugh! Church has so much more work to do than it used to.  Do you 
remember when you could just call or talk to someone? Maybe a 
poster on a local community board?  It's so different now. 

 

Who are you sharing your news with?  Who are we trying to 
reach?  Who is our neighbour?  What information does our poster 
include?  Does it include too much? 
 
These are questions we might be asking ourselves.  When creating 
posters, don't overload them with too much information. Include 
the basics and direct them to your website or other media page. 
There are free QR Code generators you can use for folks to quickly 
access information.  
 
Here are a few things we've learned along the way, that may or may 
not work for you. Remember: It's great to have one person to do 
these tasks but it's very okay to delegate these tasks to others. Just 
be clear on who does what and when or your communications plan 
could fall apart.  
 
Church Websites:  
Design your website for new visitors. Regular attendees may not 
visit often. Include basic info, a newsletter subscription link, and 
social media links if you post regularly. Highlight upcoming events, 
especially major ones like Christmas Eve services, as many sites 
overlook this. Have fresh eyes review your site periodically—feel 
free to email us for feedback. 
 
Social Media Accounts: 
If you're not on Facebook, you might not be reaching 40+ 
somethings in your neighbourhood.  YouTube can reach anyone and 
any age. Instagram reaches our younger audience.  But you need to 
use them well.   
 



 
>Google Business: If you don't have a profile, set one up as soon 
as you can. It's free and easy to do.  Many outside our doors google 
us up first and if you can offer a little bit on who you are there, 
you're a step ahead of many other churches. (You can update 
hours, post updates and photos, and more.) 

 

>Facebook: Be sure to post often to keep your presence fresh. 
People will know you're active. If you have a newsletter, post it 
there. If you have info on Sunday's service, post it there. Events? 
Invitations? Post it there. Are you singing a new song? Give them a 
heads up with a link to YouTube. You can schedule a post for up to 
30 days in advance.  
 

 
>YouTube: We usually just post Sunday morning services but have 
been posting weddings and funerals upon request and special 
services like Holy Saturday where we remember loved ones in an 
online service only.  Think outside the box.  Could your youth use 
your page? Could you post shorter clips of the best sermons or 
musical presentations or advertisements? You can schedule videos 
to post for a later date and time.  
 

 
>Instagram: Short stories that can grab the attention of youth and 
young families. Don't forget them. Any info you share on Facebook 
can easily be cross-posted there if you have things set up the right 
way. 
 

 
 

 

 

 



Advertising: 

Not many of us have the energy or the budget to tap into paid forms 
of marketing.  Word of mouth can serve us well if we get the word 
out to the right spot.  Here are some of the places we use: 
 

 
>>Rogers Community TV - Community Events 
 
>>Local Paid Newspapers under free events online/published 

 
>>Local Free Newspapers under events 

 

>>Local Community Magazines 

 

>>Local Radio Stations under free community events (don't forget 
any stations that are just outside your area) 

 

>>Facebook pages and groups for your community, town, church, 
presbyterial groups, specific groups (seniors, youth, etc.), 
community events pages, live events pages, family events pages... 
you'll be surprised on how many pages/groups you might be able to 
share info in.   Giveaways - Don't hesitate to offer 2 free tickets in a 
draw if they like and share your event posts on Facebook or 
Instagram. Tag some friends. Create an event folks can share. 
(Some young people say they prefer to visit a Facebook page than a 
website.)  

 

>>Area churches - Share info with area churches. Let them share 
with you. It's okay to get to know one another. And it's okay to share 
with other church denominations. They will let you know if they will 
or won't share info.  

 



 

>>Town websites - calendars - If you're hosting a public event, ask 
if they'll post it on the town website calendar/events page.  

 

And yes, it can be a lot.  One church says they have a checklist of 
27+ spots to post information online alone, just to make sure the 
information can easily be found.  Then they create posters and have 
parishioners pick them up and distribute them in the community at 
grocery stores, community boards, and apartment buildings.  

 

Do you have anything you would add? Let us know! 
 
  

 
    

 

Grants & Freebies 
  

There are a lot of possible funds to tap into if you're looking to 
provide mental health support or seniors programs 

 

Hiring Summer Students:  The Federal grants to support hiring 
summer students was due December 19. The Provincial grant 
application is due January 8. Click this link for More information 

 
Ontario's Seniors Community Grant: You can apply for up to 
$10,000 (or $25,000 if you're incorporated). We have been 
successful in getting support to offer programs with honorariums, 
fees, food, and even new audio-visual equipment.  Deadline: 
January 16 (but you may need a little time to get your TPON account 
started and verified - do that even if you're not applying for a grant. 
It will save you time and you'll get notifications on grants in your 
inbox.)  Click this link for More Information 

 

https://forms.mgcs.gov.on.ca/en/dataset/6d63daf6-3338-4c80-bd2d-b2c9a3dd3fbc/resource/75b3e663-40a3-4196-9f22-a1d92b5f154f/download/2024-summer-employment-opportunities-program-guidelines.pdf
https://www.ontario.ca/page/seniors-community-grant-program


Ontario Transit Fund: Is the Spirit nudging you? If you are 
concerned about and thinking of Transit in your rural community, 
you may be able to apply to this grant. Some more details: The 
Ontario Transit Investment Fund (OTIF) provides annual funding of 
$5 million to deliver local and inter-community transportation 
projects in unserved and under-served areas in Ontario, particularly 
in rural areas. OTIF provides time-limited, application-based 
funding for up to 5 years to support the start-up and growth of 
transit services across the province. Through OTIF, the province is 
providing eligible communities with the support they need to build 
safe and reliable transit services. Scroll down to Ontario Transit 
Fund on this page for more information.  

 

Bell Let's Talk Grants: Community Grants will be opening up soon. 
Visit this website often for information.  

Innovation and Grants from Knowledge Institute on Child and 
Youth Mental Health and Addictions: Up to $75,000 to start a new 
program or innovation relating to these issues. Visit: 
https://www.cymha.ca/en/projects/innovation.aspx 

 

Youth Mental Health Fund: Deadline is January 22, 2025. Visit this 
link for more information. 

 

Finding Grants: Stay tuned to your town/township website, local 
service clubs, provincial and federal grant systems, private 
foundations, arts councils/groups, United Church Foundation, UCC 
Regional Funds, Faithful Footprints, and more. If you're looking for 
grants for a specific project, let us know. Maybe we can help you 
and others find the grants.  

 

Looking for grant help? Contact Janet Jones at 
highcountryunited@gmail.com   

 
  

 
   

  

https://www.ontario.ca/page/available-funding-opportunities-ontario-government
https://letstalk.bell.ca/get-funding/
https://www.cymha.ca/en/projects/innovation.aspx
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/funding-opportunities/grant-contribution-funding-opportunities/youth-mental-health-fund-call-proposals/applicant-guide.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/funding-opportunities/grant-contribution-funding-opportunities/youth-mental-health-fund-call-proposals/applicant-guide.html


        SHARE THIS NEWSLETTER WITH YOUR FRIENDS 
 
 

Giving God, be with all our churches as we share events  
and connect with communities. Amen.  
 

    

   
 

 

Dufferin UCC's 

Dufferin County & Area 
Congregations of 
The United Church of Canada 
 

 

  

 

You are receiving this 
newsletter because you have 
expressed interest.  You can 
unsubscribe at anytime.  
 
Unsubscribe  
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